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High speed chase in Twiggs County leads to sex offender's arrest

 A high speed pursuit in 
Twiggs and Houston counties 
last month led to the arrest of a 
convicted sex offender.

Tytrez Marshall of Warner 
Robins was identified as the 
driver and arrested on several 
charges including traffic viola-
tions observed during the chase 
and active warrants.

On Dec. 12, members of the 
Twiggs County Sheriff’s Office 
were patrolling on GA 96 as a 
part of its High Visibility En-
forcement for the Drive Sober or 
Get Pulled Over Campaign.

Officials say at about 2:34 
p.m., Deputy Marks was travel-

ing on Hwy 96 when she noticed 
a black Dodge Challenger travel-
ing well over the speed limit in 
the opposite direction. The dep-
uty made a speed check on the 

vehicle and found the Challeng-
er was traveling 96 mph in a 55 
mph zone. While passing Marks, 
the driver sped up to 114 mph.

Deputy Marks turned around 
to attempt a traffic stop, but the 
vehicle continued without any 
sign of pulling over. The TCSO 
then began a pursuit of the ve-
hicle that would last for sever-
al miles, eventually traveling 
into Houston County, where the 
Houston County Sheriff's Office 
joined in on the pursuit.

While in Warner Robins, the 
challenger slowed and crashed 
into a vehicle at the intersection 

Tytrez Marshall was arrested for multiple traffic violations and active warrants 
after fleeing from law enforcement in Twiggs and Houston Counties. 
He was apprehended in Houston County after crashing into another 
vehicle. Marshall is being held at the Bibb County Jail
/Photo courtesy of Twiggs County Sherriff's Office

Marshall
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City clerk of Gordon fired after recent employment appeal hearing

For the first time in 41 years, 
Towana Brown is not a Gordon 
city government employee.

Brown, the longtime depu-
ty clerk, was fired following an 
Employment Appeal Hearing in 
the council meeting chambers on 
Dec. 21. The vote was 4-2 and fell 
along racial lines, with the coun-
cil's four black members voting in 
favor of firing Brown and the two 
white members voting no. Brown 
is white.

Mayor Aprill Smith, who first 
brought forth the recommenda-

tion to fire Brown, was called as a 
witness during the hearing. Brown 
was represented by Macon-based 
attorney Charlie Cox. The mayor 
told Cox that she'd filed three "dis-
ciplinary action forms" against 
Brown in the previous three 
months. The most recent incident 
occurred during a Dec. 1 council 
meeting, when the topic was new 
time clocks. 

"We was deliberating over put-
ting clocks in, and (Brown) stated 
what she was not and what she 
was gonna do and what she wasn't 
gonna do," the mayor told Cox. 
"And then she turned around and 
said 'let the mayor do it.'"

The mayor then explained the 
circumstances surrounding the 
second disciplinary action form, 
which occurred on Oct. 2.

"Brown was asked to do the 
agenda (for an upcoming council 
meeting). I actually (texted) Ms. 
Brown and told her to please do 
the agenda, and she texted me 
back and said 'no,'" Smith said. 
"She's letting (the deputy clerk) 
do it. I said 'can you please do the 
agenda,' and she refused to do it."

Several days before that, Smith 
filed another disciplinary action 
form against Brown following 
a municipal surplus equipment 
auction. The mayor asserts that 

Brown didn't follow the city's open 
records request protocol when she 
released information about the 
auction to several members of 
the public. Brown's attorney con-
tended that open records requests 
don't necessarily have to be put in 
writing and that Brown violated 
no policy.

The dynamic of the Gordon 
City Council will change follow-
ing the new year, when two cur-
rent council members leave office 
and two new ones are sworn in. 
The two outgoing council mem-
bers – Rodney Evans and Barba-
ra Towles – are both black, while 
the two incoming members – Kyle 

Swicord and George Wynn – are 
white. Whether an attempt will be 
made to re-hire Brown is to be de-
termined. 

Brown's employment status 
also hung in the balance back in 
2015, when Brown was at odds 
with then-Mayor Mary Whip-
ple-Lue. Brown, along with three 
other city employees at the time, 
filed an Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission lawsuit 
against Whipple-Lue, citing "ra-
cial discrimination and a hostile 
work environment." The four em-
ployees eventually were awarded 
$3,000 apiece in damages by a 
judge.
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Dublin Judicial Circuit DA's office 
doubles the number of closed cases

When it came to closing cases in 
2025, the Dublin Judicial Circuit 
more than doubled its performance.

 Dublin District Attorney Harold 
McLendon, who just completed his 
first year in office, shared that his 
office closed 427 cases last year, up 
from 200 in 2024 for a 113.5 per-
cent increase. Twiggs County went 
up from 40 in 2024 to 101 in 2025 
for a 152.5 percent increase, Treut-
len County rose from 24 to 43 in 
2025 for a 79.17 percent increase 
and Johnson County went up from 
36 to 57 in 2025 for a 58.33 percent 
increase. 

 “Anything we do in the criminal 
justice system, it starts with law en-
forcement,” McLendon said. “We 
don’t have a case or get to first base 
without them first getting involved 
and bringing the case to us.”

 Overall, the Dublin DA’s office 
closed 628 cases, up from 300 the 
previous year for a 109.33 percent 
increase.

 “We have been busy,” Chief As-
sistant DA Kelly Weathers said. “We 
aren’t law enforcement, but we are 
partners with law enforcement and 
that communication is so critical to 
our ability to make sure that all of the 
information has been gathered. Law 
enforcement may be aware of some-
thing, but if there is a breakdown in 
communication from the case they 
work to our files in court, then that’s 
a problem.”

 The jurors have played an im-
portant part in the process, too.

 “If the jurors are not willing to 
serve, or don’t do their job, we just 
can’t function without everybody do-
ing their piece,” McLendon said. 

 And then there are the judges.
 “We are very blessed to have 

them stand up, and it is working very 

beautifully,” the DA said. “When we 
have proved our cases, and the jury 
says, 'Yes, they are guilty,' the judg-
es have sentenced them according-
ly. They make the sentences fit the 
crime and have sent out a message 
to the community that we will not 
tolerate these things.” 

 One of those statements was the 
sentence for Thomas Henry Blanks, 
38, who was found guilty on two 
counts of enticing a child for inde-
cent purposes, two counts of aggra-
vated child molestation, incest, ag-
gravated sodomy and rape during 
a trial that was completed in early 
December. He received life, plus 110 
years for these offenses against his 
daughter and stepson, McLendon 
said.

 Unfortunately, there are a lot of 
these types of cases in the Dublin Ju-
dicial Circuit.

By PAYTON TOWNS III
For Georgia Trust For Local News
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Dublin DA Harold McLendon's office posted a drastic increase in every county in the circuit during his first year 
in office. Dublin Circuit District Attorney Harold McLendon's office closed 427 cases in 2025/ PAYTON TOWNS III

Gordon Christmas shooting 
under investigation by DA

A Gordon man returned 
home around 2 a.m. Christmas 
morning and promptly noticed 
someone prowling in his drive-
way.

Words were exchanged, 
and the prowler began running 
towards the backyard of the 
property. At some point, how-
ever, the homeowner fired off 
four rounds with his .40 caliber 
handgun, wounding the other 
man twice, once below the but-
tocks and once above the ankle.

The incident took place on Gordon Boulevard.
Following a five-day investigation, the prowler ulti-

mately was identified as Joe Fountain, 37. Upon being ap-
prehended, Fountain was transported to an area hospital 
for treatment for his wounds. He later was booked at the 
county jail in Irwinton and charged with one count of crim-
inal trespass.

By CHRISTIAN MCKEARNEY
Staff Reporter
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 Twiggs County will hon-
or Martin Luther King Jr. 
this Saturday with its annu-
al march and parade from 
the fire tower to the county 
courthouse at 11 a.m. 

Every year, the Con-
cerned Citizens of Twiggs 
County sponsor the event 
in downtown Jeffersonville 
to honor the late civil right 
activist’s birthday with both 
a march and parade. 

City organizations, 
churches, elected officials, 
and more participate in the 
parade every year. 

The TCHS ROTC and 
band are expected to per-
form, with the ROTC ex-
pected to lead right after the 
sheriff.

Milton Sampson of 
the Concerned Citizens of 
Twiggs County says that be-
cause the event is meant as 
both a celebration and me-
morial of Dr. King, the event 
is completely free. He says 
everyone who would like to 
participate is welcome.

Sampson also added 
that the event usually con-
cludes with a showcase at 
the courthouse steps. In the 
past, this included students 
from TCMS reading ex-
cerpts from King’s famous 
“I Have a Dream” speech. 
Sampson teases something 
different has been planned 
for the conclusion of this 
year’s parade.

The Concerned Citizens 
of Twiggs County invites 
the public to come out and 
participate.

Twiggs County will host its
annual MLK Jr. parade, march
By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
Staff Reporter

Fountain



of Pleasant Hill Road and Pattie 
Drive. No major injuries were re-
ported. 

Law enforcement quickly sur-
rounded the Challenger, and a 
female passenger exited from the 
passenger side door. 

According to officials, Tytrez 
Marshall, who was still in the 
driver’s seat, held a box cutter to 
his throat and cut his neck. He in-
dicated he did not want to go to 
prison. 

Another passenger struggled 
with him inside of the vehicle, at-
tempting to get the weapon away 
from Marshall. Deputies inter-

vened and Marshall was secured 
without any further harm to him-
self.

Officials say the cut to Mar-
shall's throat was not life threat-
ening, however, due to the wreck, 
Marshall was transported to a 
Houston County hospital to be 
cleared before he was taken to jail. 

Marshall was taken into cus-
tody on several traffic violations 
and for warrants active in near-
by counties. Marshall had multi-
ple felony warrants for his arrest 
in Bibb and Dodge counties on 
charges of failure to register as a 
sex offender and violation of pro-
bation.

According to the TSCO, Mar-
shall will face his charges in Bibb 

and Dodge Counties before re-
turning to Twiggs and Houston to 
face his traffic violations charges. 
In Twiggs, he faces charges of 
felony fleeing, speeding, reckless 
driving and failure to maintain in-
surance.

The two passengers in the ve-
hicle were released on the scene 
without charges.

Marshall is currently being 
held at the Bibb County Jail.

In a post made to social media, 
a TSCO official wrote, “Mr. Mar-
shall made several bad decisions, 
please rethink should you decide 
to break the law.  Do not involve 
innocent lives in your thoughtless 
decisions. If you choose to make 
these potentially fatal mistakes… 

you will be arrested and taken 
straight to jail.”

Chief Deputy Buddy Long 
warns drivers to be careful when 
on the roads and to always be 
aware of other vehicles, even when 
you have the right of way.

“A thing I always tell my fami-
ly is when you’re driving, it’s like 
you’re driving for two people. 
You’re driving for yourself and 
you got to constantly be watching 
for what other people are doing,” 
he said. “You come up to a four 
way, you come up to a red light, 
and when it turns green, always 
look. You never know, the person 
coming on the other side may not 
be paying attention.”
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Food Fun and Fellowship
On Saturday, Jan. 17, the 

St. John CME Church will 
cook together and share a 
meal. Sign up by calling the 
church (478) 628-5276 and 
leaving your name and con-
tact information. The dead-
line to sign up is Wednes-
day, Jan. 14  and the cost is 
$5 to supplement the food. 
The event will take place at 
St. John CME Church, 159 
College St., Gordon.
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Rodney Reed Webb
 Funeral services for Rod-

ney Reed Webb, 87, were 
held at 2 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 
2, 2026, at Graham Memo-
rial Church of the Nazarene 
with burial in the church 
cemetery. Rev. Curtis Kos-
cheski and Rev. Janice Curry 
will officiate.

Mr. Webb was born on 
Feb. 21, 1938, in Lookout 
Mountain, Georgia. He was 
a member of Graham Me-
morial Church of the Naz-
arene. He retired from J.P. 
Stevens and was a school bus 
driver for Laurens County. 
Mr. Webb was preceded in 
death by his parents, Carl 
and Pauline Johnson Webb; 
his first wife, Judy Webb, 
and his brother, Phil Webb. 
Mr. Webb passed away on 
Monday, Dec. 29, 2025, at 
his residence.

He is survived by his wife, 
Lou Brewer Webb; son, Andy 
(Debra) Webb; daughter, 
Paula Avery; step-children, 
JoAnne (Jack) Henderson, 
Lori (Ray) Rhodes and Jack-
ie Hudson; sister, Wanda 
(Earl) Foskey; grandchil-
dren, Sean (Elaine) Avery, 
Rachael (Joey) Fuller, Shan-
na (Ray)  Nevers, Andrew 
(Tricia) Webb, Samantha 
Avery, Jennifer (Chris) 
Truitt-Lewis, and Brianna 
(Shane) Copley; 10 addi-
tional grandchildren and 26 
great-grandchildren.

Pallbearers were Harold 
Thomas, Ken Foskey, Davie 
Foskey, Keith Foskey and 
Evan Melton.

The family received 
friends from 12:30 p.m. to 
1:45 p.m. on Friday at the 
church prior to the funeral 
service.

Stanley Funeral Home 
and Crematory/Dublin 
Chapel has charge of the fu-
neral arrangements. To sign 
the Online Register Book 
please visit www.stanleyfu-
neralhome.com.

OBITUARIES

The appearance of Wilkin-
son County's trash dumps has 
been a relatively common com-
plaint from citizens at board 
meetings in recent years.

Now, commissioners are 
considering serious changes to 
several of the sites, mainly the 
ones located near the Laurens 
County line and the Baldwin 
County line.

At the commission's regular 
meeting on Tuesday, sugges-
tions included installing fenc-
ing around several of the dump 
sites and locking them up after 
hours, as well as "manning" the 

sites with employees during the 
day, thus ensuring that only 
Wilkinson County residents 
have access to the trash dumps.

In theory, according to 
County Commissioner Flint 
Shepherd, deterring people 
from other counties would 
keep the trash "from piling up" 
around the sites and the adjoin-
ing roadway.

"I've thought a lot about this 
trash problem. Short of putting 
someone there, I don't see an-
other feasible option for keep-
ing people from throwing trash 
on the ground," he said. 

The sites most mentioned 
by commissioners during the 

meeting were the Cooktown 
trash dump in Nicholsville, 
as well as the one on Liber-
ty Church Road site outside of 
McIntyre. The talks are all pre-
liminary, however, and more 
sites ultimately could be includ-
ed in the plan.

Also during the meeting, 
Chairman Tony Bentley an-
nounced that quotes have been 
sent out for roadwork on Gor-
don-McIntyre Road and Turkey 
Creek Road. The work would 
include "leveling the shoulders 
and getting them packed out."

"Both of them have some 
pretty steep drop offs in certain 
areas,' he said.

HIGH SPEED CHASE
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Now, the Ocmulgee Judi-
cial Circuit District Attorney's 
Office is investigating the 
shooting in an effort to deter-
mine whether or not to bring 
forth criminal charges against 
the homeowner. 

Despite being shot twice, 
Fountain ran from the scene 
for more than a mile before 
jumping on his bicycle, ac-
cording to Chief Mike Hall. 
Fountain lives on Shiloh Road. 
Fountain never checked him-
self into a hospital, and when 
law enforcement finally moved 
in, they found Fountain with a 
pair of homemade tourniquets 
around his wounds.

The GPD is not releasing 
the name of the homeowner 
to the public, pending the Dis-
trict Attorney investigation.

 “It is a lot on those kids who 
have to take the stand and testi-
fy about the most horrific thing 
that has ever happened to them 
so far in their life and have 12 peo-
ple decide if they believe them or 
not,” said Chief Assistant DA Kel-
ly Weathers, who prosecuted the 
Blanks case. “It’s a big deal when 
you take a case to trial.”

 McLendon recalled the victim’s 
statement in the Blank trial.

 “In a lot of times the kids get a 
chance to face the defendant and 
let them know that they can’t hurt 
them now and say, “You did this to 
me,” he said. “They get some relief 
in a lot of these type of cases and 
it’s good to have the jury believe 
the victim and that makes (the vic-
tims) feel a little bit better.” 

 McLendon also praised orga-
nizations like Women In Need of 
God’s Shelter (WINGS), Stepping 
Stone Child Advocacy & Sexu-
al Assault Center and TLC Court 
Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA).

 “They have helped us out in 
different areas,” McLendon said.

 Except for Johnson County, the 
circuit has seen an increase in in-
dicted cases, which is the point in 
the process in which the DA's of-
fice declares it is ready to begin its 
prosecution. Laurens County rose 
from 616 in 2024 to 841 in 2025 
(36.53 percent increase), Treutlen 
went up from 48 in 2024 to 62 in 
2025 (29.17 percent increase) and 
Twiggs rose from 166 in 2024 to 
231 in 2025 (39.16 percent in-
crease). Johnson County went 
down from 134 in 2024 to 97 in 
2025 (a 27.61 percent decrease). 
Overall, the numbers went up 
from 964 in 2024 to 1,231 in 2025 
(a 27.70 percent increase).

 “At the beginning of 2025, 
everybody was working to beat 
statute of limitations on things 

that had been sitting out there,” 
Weathers said. “We did have to 
dismiss a lot of things where the 
statute had run or we had maybe 
two weeks left. I feel like we have 
gotten that backlog under control. 
We want to have a one-year-goal-
standard, but the quicker we can 
actually resolves it, the better ev-
eryone is. The family of the victim 
needs closure. They can’t rest until 
then.”

 Weathers was glad the DA al-
lowed them to use a digital pro-
gram that allows them to almost 
have a direct line of digital in-
formation with law enforcement 
agencies. Days of information on 
thumb drives and disks are things 
of the past.

 “That has increased our ability 
to go to court and announce that 
we’re ready,” Weathers said. “The 
defense can be ready because they 
have the information as quickly as 
we have it. I think that has been 
pre-revolutionary for our circuit.” 

 McLendon recalled going 
through hundreds or thousands of 
pages of information and wearing 
out copy machines. 

 “Now we can electronically 
send it to them, and it’s done,” he 
said. “It is really saving so much 
money and expense for the coun-
ty and ended all of those wasted 
manpower and time.”

 Another big help in 2025 was 
going from two victim advocates 
to four in the DA’s office. Accord-
ing to Weathers, they had 9,491 
victim contacts in 2025, up from 
4,773 the previous year. 

 “They help us move cases be-
cause we know the expectations,” 
Weathers said. “If we have a good 
line of communication we can 
evaluate information. Sometimes, 
especially the more serious vio-
lent felonies or the child victim 
cases, they need more than just a 
piece of paper or email. They need 
somebody to walk them through 

for things like what is going to be 
happening in court, what are they 
talking about and what is going to 
be expected of them. Our victim 
advocate team, I would put them 
up against anybody in the state.” 

 The DA's office will look at a 
defendant's criminal history and 
perform an evaluation to see if 
they are a risk to being a repeat of-
fender. If they qualify, the defen-
dants will be sent to their Post Ar-
rest Redirection (PAR) program, 
which is run by Laray Avery.

 “He is one who has a network 
of many,” Weathers said. “He 
networks with rehabs, churches, 
men’s groups, community support 
groups and military recruiters. 
He personally takes on to mentor 
folks even after they complete the 
program.” 

 In 2025, 78 defendants from 
Laurens County, 12 from Treut-
len County, 17 from Twiggs Coun-
ty and 27 from Johnson County 
were sent to the PAR program. 
As of Dec. 29, 2025, 117 of those 
enrolled had completed the pro-
gram.

 “That means they have done 
whatever the contract was with 
our office and their cases were 
dismissed,” Weathers said. “Laray 
has 23 students and 29 adults that 
he actively checks in on to make 
sure they are getting the support 
they needed and they are staying 
on their feet. The goal is for them 
not to repeat the behavior that got 
them on our logs.” 

 That can be challenging for 
those on substance abuse issues. 
Avery recently sent out an email to 
inform attorneys that he had a bed 
at six rehabs for candidates who 
needed it.  Twelve partici-
pants in the program are current-
ly in substance abuse rehab pro-
grams. 

 “I hate to call him a defendant 
advocate, but in a way he kind of 
is,” Weathers said.

 There are six former PAR par-
ticipants who are now serving in 
the military.

 “He has actually gotten six cer-
tified gang members out of gangs 
and into the Marine Corps,” Mc-
Lendon said. “This is a gift that he 
has.” 

 When McLendon took office, 
he promised that DAs would be 
called to crime scenes. In fact, he 
let local law enforcement agencies 
know he would be upset if his of-
fice was not contacted when some-
thing happened.

 “This lets the victims and the 
public know that I am certainly 
engaged and I’m out there in most 
cases,” McLendon said. “If I am 
out there at 3 in the morning, the 
witnesses and people will come 
over and talk to you because they 
see you are interested. Everything 
we do matters. It’s been good to 
get an opportunity to get to know 
people.”  

 He said it is good to have a DA 
at the scene, or ready to take a call, 
in order for them to give advice to 
law enforcement.

 “That way they don’t feel like 
they are out there by themselves 
and that we are one big unit,” Mc-
Lendon said. 

 Going into 2026, McLendon 
would like to be more proactive in 
certain situations. Majority of the 
murders prosecuted in 2025 were 
committed by young people with 
guns.

 “A child should never have a 
gun. It shouldn’t happen,” Mc-
Lendon said. “Any time a child 12 
years and under shoots somebody, 
it is a problem. The next thing is 
a convicted felon shouldn’t have 
them either. We are working with 
the federal government. We want 
to put this on the front burner and 
let them prosecute them. We want 
to put a full-court press on getting 
people who should not have guns 
dealt with.”
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The history of Cochran’s 
mayors mirrors the city's 
story—its early uncertain-
ty, growing pains, periods 
of stability, and continued 
evolution. Cochran’s munic-
ipal leadership reflects the 
resilience of a small Georgia 
town as it finds its footing 
in the years following the 
Civil War. While fires and 
incomplete records erased 
some of the earliest docu-
mentation, local historians 
have reconstructed Co-
chran’s leadership through 
research conducted with re-
sources and staff at Middle 
Georgia State University, 
Tessie W. Norris Library, 
newspaper archives, state 
records, and local histo-
ries, including The Cochran 
Community Development, 
Continuity and Challenge 
by Bernadette Kuehn Lof-
ton, History of Pulaski and 
Bleckley Counties by Mrs. 
Wallace Leigh Harris, the 
Heritage Trail Book (1976), 
official centennial materi-
als, and journalists through 
the years.

According to Georgia 
law and history, the first 
commissioners for the town 
of Cochran were David S. 
Dykes, Benjamin (B.F.) 
Ryle, Allen (A.H.) Lanfair 
and John (J.J.) Green was 
appointed on March 19, 
1869. During the town’s 
first several years, there is 
no firm written evidence 
that Cochran formally elect-
ed a mayor or commission-
ers. The earliest confirmed 
reference to a mayor ap-
pears in April 1873, when 
the Hawkinsville Dispatch 
reported that merchant W. 
C. Harvard was serving as 
mayor of Cochran. His ten-
ure, which may have begun 
as early as 1869, represents 
the first documented mu-
nicipal leadership of the 
town.

On Feb. 28, 1874, the 
Georgia General Assembly 
approved an act relating 
to the election of a may-
or and alderpersons and 
conferring additional pow-
ers upon the municipali-
ty. Shortly thereafter, the 
Hawkinsville Dispatch of 
April 23, 1874, reported Co-
chran’s municipal election 
results: Dr. Young Hiram 
(Y.H.) Morgan was elected 
mayor, with L. Sirmons, B. 
F. Ryle, William Wade, W. 
M. Wynne, and W.C. Har-
vard elected as aldermen. 
In 1873–1874, Dr. Yancy 
and/or Young Hiram (Y. 
H.) Morgan became mayor, 
ushering in an era in which 
physicians, merchants, 
lawyers, and farmers fre-
quently rotated through 
city leadership. These early 
officials governed a small 
but ambitious town deter-
mined to establish order 

and legitimacy. Dr. Morgan 
would go on to serve multi-
ple nonconsecutive terms, 
including 1880, 1882, 1885, 
and 1886, becoming one of 
the town’s most influential 
early leaders.

From the mid-1870s 
through the early 1890s, 
Cochran experienced fre-
quent leadership changes as 
the young town sought sta-
bility. William Wade served 
from 1875 to 1877, followed 
by Dr. Frank Walker in 1878 
and Milton (M.M.) Willis in 
1879. Dr. Thomas D. Walk-
er served in 1880 and 1881, 
followed by Samuel Mayer 
in 1883 and again in 1887 
and 1888. Robert E. Nichols 
served in 1884, and Will Co-
chran held office from 1889 
through 1892. Despite con-
tinued municipal activity, 
the mayors for 1890, 1891 
and 1892 remain unknown 
– an acknowledged gap in 
the historical record rather 
than mere speculation.

Beginning in 1893, Co-
chran entered a period of 
more stable governance. 
William Burl (W.B.) Watts 
served multiple terms from 
1893 through 1895 and 
again in 1898. A young-
er generation of leaders 
followed, including Z.V. 
(Vance Zebulon) Peacock, 
who served in 1896, 1899, 
and again in 1902 and 1903, 
and J.H. Mullis Jr., who 
first assumed office in 1897 
and later served from 1911 
through 1914. Both men 
took office in their twenties, 
reflecting the youthful ener-
gy that often characterized 
Cochran’s leadership.

The early 20th century 
saw increased continuity 
and family influence in city 
government. Dr. John Bar-
ney (J.B.) Peacock, a cousin 
of Z.V. Peacock, served as 
mayor from 1904 to 1906 
and became the first may-
or to serve a two-year term 
following a 1904 charter re-
vision. During this time, Co-
chran expanded municipal 
ordinances, strengthened 
law enforcement, and con-
tinued its transition from 
a frontier-style town to a 
more structured municipal-
ity. Charles William Morgan 
(W.M.) Wynne served from 
1907 to 1910, followed by J. 
H. Mullis, Jr., from 1911 to 
1914, and John Cumming 
(J.C.) Urquhart from 1915 
through 1922, providing 
leadership during World 

War I.
One of Cochran’s lon-

gest-serving mayors was 
James (Jim) Ernest (J.E.) 
Cook, who guided the city 
from 1926 through 1936 
during a decade marked 
by economic hardship and 
recovery. He was followed 
by Ira (Gus) Augustus 
(I.A.) Poole, whose tenure 
from 1937 to 1946 spanned 
World War II. In the post-
war years, James M. Dykes 
emerged as a central figure, 
serving multiple nonconsec-
utive terms between 1947 
and 1962. Other mayors 
during this period included 
Alger (A.A.) Holcombe, J. 
T. Edmondson from 1957 
to 1958, and James Dykes 
from 1959 to 1960.

By the late 1960s, Co-
chran had firmly entered 
the modern era. Buddy M. 
NeSmith served from 1968 
to 1969, followed by Homer 
J. Walker during the city’s 
centennial period. In 1971, 
A. Robert Holcombe died 
unexpectedly while in office, 
marking a rare and sudden 
transition in city leadership.

From the late 20th cen-
tury to the present, from 
the 1970s through the early 
2000s, Cochran saw both 
continuity and change. 
Charles D. Killebrew served 
multiple terms over several 
decades, making him one 
of the longest-serving may-
ors in modern city history. 
Other leaders during this 
time included Grady Mara-
man (1979-1980), Happy 
Howard Williamson (1987-
1988), Billy Ray Godfrey 
(1989-1993) and George 
Porter (1994-1997).

In the 21st century, may-
ors such as Gene Towns 
(2006-2010), Clifford (Cliff) 
L. Avant (2011-2012), Mi-
chael Stoy (2013-2016), and 
Billy Yeomans (2018-2025) 
continued to guide Cochran 
through growth, infrastruc-
ture improvements, and 
community development. 
Interim mayors, including 
Willie Basby and Gary Ates, 
provided leadership during 
periods of transition.

In 2026, Carla Davis Co-
ley will begin her term as 
the first female mayor, rep-
resenting the next chapter 
in Cochran’s long tradition 
of civic leadership. It ap-
pears she will be the 54th 
elected mayor of the city of 
Cochran. 

According to historical 
documents, Cochran’s ear-
ly mayors were not perfect, 
nor was our town. Still, they 
laid the groundwork for a 
functioning municipality 
shaped by ambition, contro-
versy, youthful leadership, 
and a shared desire to build 
a lasting community. From 
uncertain beginnings to a 

clearly documented mod-
ern government, Cochran’s 
mayoral history stands 
as a tribute to those who 
stepped forward to lead the 
town they helped build.

I hope this look back 
encourages reflection on 
the names that shaped Co-
chran’s history after the 
establishment of Dykes-

boro and its incorporation 
as a city in Pulaski County 
– perhaps even revealing 
family connections – while 
reminding us that civic lead-
ership begins with ordinary 
citizens stepping forward to 
serve unselfishly and make 
sound decisions for the fu-
ture of our town.

City of Cochran — RFP for Engineering Services

Date: 

1. Introduction & Procurement Purpose

The City of Cochran is soliciting qualifications and proposals from Engineering and/or 

Architectural firms to support federally assisted community and economic development projects. 

Immediate plans call for Preliminary Engineering Report (PER), design services, and construction 

administration for a prospective FY2026 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) project. 

This procurement may also support future federally or state funded projects consistent with 

applicable procurement requirements.

2. Project Background

The City anticipates upgrades to its water and sewer systems as the primary purpose of the FY2026 

CDBG project.

3. Program Coverage & Applicability

Services solicited under this RFP may be utilized for CDBG projects and other federally or state 

funded programs including, but not limited to, the Employment Incentive Program (EIP), Georgia 

Environmental Finance Authority (GEFA) projects, and Economic Development Administration 

(EDA) projects. Procurement actions will be conducted in compliance with applicable federal and 

state regulations (e.g., 24 CFR 570.489(g)).

4. Scope of Services

The selected firm(s) may be tasked with any or all of the following, depending on funding and 

project needs:

� Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) in support of funding applications.

� Final design services, including preparation of plans, specifications, and cost estimates.

� Construction administration and management, including bidding assistance, contract 

administration, construction observation, and closeout.

� Grant implementation support and coordination with the City and relevant agencies.

5. Submission Requirements

1. History of firm and available resources.

2. Experience with federally assisted engineering projects (e.g., HUD/CDBG, EDA, GEFA) and    

    other DCA programs (EIP/RDF).

3. Key personnel and qualifications for PER, design, and construction administration.

4. Current workload and capacity to deliver on proposed schedule.

5. Scope and level of services proposed, including approach to PER, design, and construction  

    administration.

6. Experience with similar water and sewer infrastructure projects and at least three references.

7. Fee structure/percentages (if any) associated with PER, design, and construction administration 

    services.

8. Errors and Omissions (Professional Liability) Insurance — attach certificate of insurance.

9. Completed Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) Form.

10. Section 3 Certification Form (submit only if claiming Section 3 status).

6. Federal and State Compliance Requirements

This procurement and any resulting contracts shall comply with all applicable federal and state 

laws, including:

� Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

� Section 109 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, Title I.

� Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (Fair Housing Act).

� Section 104(b)(2) of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974.

� Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

� Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA).

� Architectural Barriers Act of 1968.

� Build America, Buy America Act (BABA) — where applicable to materials and products.

7. HUD Section 3

The immediate project is covered under the requirements of Section 3 of the HUD Act of 1968, as 

amended. Section 3 Business Concerns are encouraged to apply. Future federally funded projects 

may or may not require Section 3 compliance.

8. Procurement Conditions

� This is not a request for retainer services.

� Submitting firms may be reconsidered for future federally or state funded opportunities on a   

   project-by-project basis within a 24-month period from the date of this notice.

9. Schedule & Deadlines

� RFQ/RFP publication date: January 8, 2026.

� Proposal due date: 5:00 PM, February 9, 2026.

� Draft PER due: 5:00 PM, March 20, 2026. .

10. Submission Instructions

Interested parties should request the Statement of Qualifications form and the Section 3 

Certification form (if applicable) prior to preparing and submitting their proposal.

Questions and proposal packages should be submitted in a sealed envelope to:

Richard Newbern, City of Cochran City Manager

112 W Dykes Street Cochran, Georgia 31014

(478) 934-6346

rnewbern@cityofcochran.com

11. Proposal Format & Delivery

� Submit one (1) electronic PDF and three (3) sealed hard copies.

� PDF file naming: COCHRAN_ENG_[FirmName]_[SubmissionDate].pdf

� Proposals received after the deadline may not be considered.

� The City reserves the right to accept or reject any and all proposals and to waive technicalities.

12. Evaluation Criteria

� Relevant federal and CDBG experience.

� Qualifications of key personnel.

� Understanding of scope and proposed approach.

� Past performance and references.

� Capacity and current workload.

� Fee structure and overall value.

� Section 3 status (if applicable).

13. Insurance

Provide evidence of Errors and Omissions (Professional Liability) Insurance by attaching a current 

certificate of insurance.

Attachments

� Attachment A — Statement of Qualifications Form (SOQ).

� Attachment B — Section 3 Certification Form.
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When most people hear 
“authoritarianism,” they 
tend to imagine tanks in the 
streets or elections being 
canceled overnight.

But democracy is usu-
ally undone more quietly 
— through budget cuts, lay-
offs and the slow disman-
tling of the institutions we 
rely on every day. One of 
the fastest ways to weaken 
a democracy is to break the 
government from the in-
side. You target the people 
who make it work and make 
those who rely on them suf-
fer by default. When people 
no longer trust that the gov-
ernment will serve them, 
democracy becomes ex-
pendable.

This is Step 4 in the au-
tocrat’s playbook. And in 
few places is the destruction 
more visible than at the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in Atlanta.

Tens of thousands of 
Georgians work at the CDC 
or support its directive to 
protect the lives of Ameri-
cans. They’re our neighbors. 
They are parents picking up 
kids from school. They’re 
scientists who keep us in-
formed during illnesses. 
They track outbreaks and 
help local health depart-
ments do their jobs.

When Albany, Georgia, 
became a COVID-19 hotspot 
in 2020 — holding the No. 
5 spot in coronavirus cases 
and deaths — it was the role 
of the CDC to understand 
how to defend lives in the 
region.

Whether it was the coro-
navirus or the bird flu, Geor-
gians knew that the medical 

knowledge was centered 
right up 75 and 85. Yet now, 
the vital charge of the CDC 
— and the livelihoods of 
those who serve the public 
good — is being deliberately 
hollowed out by the Trump 
administration.

Step 4 in the authoritari-
an playbook is simple: break 
the government by break-
ing the people who make it 
function. You don’t have to 
abolish agencies outright. 
You just take away their 
funding, politicize them and 
push out anyone who won’t 
comply.

That’s what we’re watch-
ing with the gutting of the 
CDC and the broader feder-
al workforce. 

What began with the 
CDC is spreading. In a few 
weeks, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs 
plans to slash 35,000 health 
care jobs, including here in 
Georgia, a state where 7.6% 
of the population — or near-
ly 700,000 residents — are 
veterans.

Despite being chronical-
ly understaffed, the VA, like 
the CDC, will be asked to 
do critical, life-saving work 
with fewer people, fewer re-
sources and fewer backup 
plans. 

When Republicans evis-
cerate funding, freeze hir-
ing, conduct mass firings or 
shut down the government 
entirely, they are sending 
a message: Do not trust us. 
Public service doesn’t mat-
ter. The needs of the people 
don’t matter. Only power 
does.

For Georgia, the stakes 
are enormous. The CDC 

helps protect us from out-
breaks of measles, flu, food-
borne illnesses and emerg-
ing diseases. It supports 
state and county health 
departments — especially 
in rural communities that 
already struggle to get basic 
care.

Given that agriculture 
is an economic engine, we 
have long relied on the CDC 
to spot problems before 
they can ravage communi-
ties. So, when the CDC is 
weakened, Georgians pay 
the price first.

Now, with cuts decimat-
ing veterans’ health care, 
the harm will spread — and 
the solutions will be even 
harder to come by. But 
that’s the point.

Authoritarians want the 
government to fail in visi-
ble ways so people stop be-
lieving it can help them at 
all. When inspections slow, 
data disappears and re-
sponses lag, people under-
standably ask, “Why doesn’t 
government work?”

When those who defend-
ed our nation cannot get a 
doctor’s appointment or a 
prescription, they will won-
der if their sacrifices were 
in vain. Yet most good peo-
ple won’t blame sabotage 
— they will simply believe 
democracy failed to deliver 
because it’s useless.

They won’t use the 
words, but the sentiment 

will take root. Disappoint-
ment becomes disengage-
ment, and shared trust in 
the social contract trans-
forms into disbelief that it’s 
worth the fight. 

What’s happening now 
builds on years of attacks 
— politicizing public health, 
demonizing scientists and 
using budget battles as 
leverage to further erode 
services. This Republican 
authoritarian regime has 
been explicit about their 
goal: dismantle government 
and remake it into a hotbed 
of privatization and corrup-
tion.

However, the most insid-
ious truth is that the dam-
age is not always immediate 
or dramatic. The CDC will 
still issue reports, but the 
science is sketchy. VA offic-
es will stay open, but get-
ting an appointment takes 
even longer. Public service 
will feel more broken due to 
teacher shortages at Head 
Start and a lack of help from 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency or the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture.

Fewer people will be will-
ing to speak up when some-
thing’s wrong. Over time, 
competence drains away, 
and trust follows. Eventu-
ally, a small “d” democrat-
ic government stops being 
something that serves ev-
eryone and becomes some-
thing that only serves the 
powerful.

That’s why defending 
good government matters 
and why speaking up for 
civil servants and bureau-
crats is an act of bravery. 

Making sure democracy de-
livers is not a talking point; 
it’s a matter of self-interest.

These workers are sci-
entists, nurses, inspectors, 
veterans and public ser-
vants who chose stability 
over profit because they be-
lieved in serving the public. 
Attacking them is attacking 
Georgia families and our fu-
ture.

If Trump and Repub-
licans succeed, the con-
sequences ripple outward 
and include weaker public 
health, fewer protections, 
more privatization and a 
public that’s been taught 
not to expect anything from 
democracy at all.

That’s the warning — 
and Georgia is once again 
on the front lines.

Stacey Abrams: How breaking the government breaks democracy

TEMPE, Ariz. – Grand-
children are not overrated.

I stole that quote from a 
friend, and I appreciate its 
wisdom more and more as 
I see the third generation 
of our family segueing into 
adulthood.

Here last week at Moun-
tain America Stadium, 
home of the Arizona State 
Sun Devils, our oldest 
grandchild, Alexander Moss 
Smith, graduated from ASU 
with a degree in history.

His grades were admira-
ble as he exited the campus 
with cum laude honors and 
a rich college experience. 
He grew up in Dallas, with 
paternal influence of the 
Deep South. On the mater-
nal side, it was Oklahoma, 
“where the wind comes 
sweeping down the plain” 
–if you remember those 
lyrics from the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein Broadway 
production.

He chose a different path 
from his father and grand-
father by matriculating 
somewhere other than Ath-
ens. He has always had an 
affinity for the West, but his 
passion for Georgia football 
will always reign supreme.

He loves the Dawgs, a tie 
that counters the Texas and 
Oklahoma influences in his 
family.

With the Sun Devils en-
joying something of an up-
tick under Kenny Dilling-
ham in 2024-25, his interest 
in his alma mater’s football 
program was piqued con-
siderably the last couple of 
seasons. He took great plea-
sure in Dillingham’s signing 
a new contract recently and 
showing no interest in other 
job opportunities, including 
at the University of Michi-
gan.

Dillingham wants to re-
turn the Sun Devils to the 
inspiring era of the late 

Frank Kush, who elevat-
ed ASU football to nation-
al prominence during his 
years as head coach, 1958-
1979.

Alex listened to the 
splendid valedictory of 
President Michael Crow, 
while sitting on the foot-
ball field where the late Pat 
Tillman distinguished him-
self on defense for the Sun 
Devils. You likely know the 
rest of Tillman’s tragic sto-
ry, leaving the NFL Arizona 
Cardinals to patriotically 
volunteer for military duty 

in Afghanistan where he 
subsequently lost his life.

ASU is also the alma ma-
ter of Jimmy Kimmel, Al 
Michaels, Phil Mickelson, 
and Governor Katie Hobbs. 
Add Alex Smith’s name to 
the alumni rolls that include 
those distinguished alums.

His family is proud of 
him even if his name does 
not become affiliated with 
any sort of celebrity. We 
want Alex to be a good citi-
zen who finds success in his 
profession so that he can ex-
perience the ancillary bene-
fits that come with travel, 
the arts, great moments in 
sports, books and intellec-
tual exposures. We want 
him to be a good husband, 
a good father, and do some 
good for his community. 
The things that Great Amer-
icans do.

You don’t have to be 
elected senator or governor 
or win the Heisman or the 
Nobel Prize or accumulate 
astounding wealth to be a 
Great American. All you 
have to do is to live an hon-
est life, pay your bills, take 

care of your family, and un-
derscore respect for charity, 
church and flag.

And, most of all, develop 
harmony with your fellow 
man.

That goes on every day 
across this great land. Un-
derneath the distressing 
headlines, the selfish and 
senseless stories, there are 
the many who wake up ev-
ery day with great feelings 
for America and extend a 
helping hand. The give-back 
fraternity is alive and well in 
our society, but it can always 
enroll another member. We 
wish that for Alex.

In recent years, we have 
had a three-generation 
gathering, usually in Phoe-
nix in the spring – grand-
father, father, and son. We 
often take in an Arizona 
Diamondbacks game as the 
guest of the owner Ken Ken-
drick whose son, Cal, is a 
UGA graduate who has deep 
and abiding feelings for his 
alma mater.

We enjoy good food and 
sports conversations, and 
we reminisce about cham-

pionship Georgia games 
we have experienced. Also 
on the informal agenda 
are lamentations for those 
times when our favorite 
teams came up short, and 
that includes the Cowboys 
since Dallas has long been 
his father’s favorite NFL 
team.

Alex’s first game took 
place between the hedges, 
and he keeps up with the 
Bulldogs via the internet. 
He is sensitive to what takes 
place in Athens, Norman, 
Austin, and Tempe. He will 
enjoy intersectional connec-
tions with his college affilia-
tions.

Like so many college 
graduates today, he must 
find a job and be a fledg-
ling in the real world. The 
colors of his three-pronged 
pitchfork include red, black, 
crimson, cream, burnt or-
ange, on a base of maroon 
and gold.

We believe he is well pre-
pared for life’s challenges 
and opportunities.

Alex the Graduate II

LORAN SMITH

Career day in elemen-
tary school was a bit awk-
ward. I was accustomed to 
blank stares from folks, kids 
and adults alike, when I re-
sponded to what my father 
did for a living. I could re-
cite that he was “the Assis-
tant Regional Audit Direc-
tor for Health and Human 
Services.” For much of my 
childhood I had no idea 
what that title meant either.

I can recall my Dad try-
ing to explain it to my sixth 
grade class. “I’m an audi-
tor.” More blank stares.

Other parents had more 
relatable jobs. We of course, 
living in Fayette County, 
had a Delta pilot. I’m pretty 
sure we had a fireman. My 
Mom was a nurse. Dad did 
his best to explain his role.

Adults always had an 
easier time mis-under-
standing what Dad did. “An 
auditor? With the federal 
government? I always file 
my taxes on time!”

No, he wasn’t “that” kind 
of auditor. He focused on 
government agencies, inter-
nally, for 22 years.

Dad switched his major 
to accounting when an in-
jury cut his football career 
short. He went to work for 
the U.S. Government right 
out of college.

In those days, those 
younger and single got sent 
on longer travel assign-
ments. Dad got to spend 
about six months each in 
Alaska, then Hawaii, then 
Puerto Rico, with a sig-
nificant amount of time 
traveling within the Pacific 
Northwest, auditing local 
Authorities receiving mon-
ey from the Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment.

Alaska was his favorite.
By the time I came along, 

he was doing much shorter 
trips and only when neces-
sary. I can recall him spend-
ing quite a bit of time going 
back and forth to Colum-
bia South Carolina. He was 
the government’s expert 
witness in a prosecution 
of someone who had been 
misappropriating funds.

In later years, I recall a 
few stories about that trial 

and a couple of others. He 
was fully familiar with the 
role of someone who had to 
bring the receipts, literally, 
to show malfeasance.

He was also well versed 
in the arts of defense at-
torneys who would try to 
obfuscate the issue and/or 
throw him off his game. He 
looked at that as a challenge 
just as much as he did when 
he had suited up to football. 
He understood the impor-
tance of game day.

Those he worked with 
were a close knit group. My 
middle name is from his 
boss who had become a fa-
ther figure after his own dad 
had died. One of them was 
an “uncle.” I am honored to 
have known quite a few of 
them.

I miss being taken to 
dinners when they got to-
gether to reminisce and tell 
old war stories. To a person, 
they were honorable. They 
defended the government’s 
money as if it were their 
own, because it was. They 
understood that stealing 
from the government was 

stealing from taxpayers – 
stealing from us.

Dad loved his job until 
he didn’t. The last few years 
were challenging.

Expectations and work-
loads increased. The tools 
to do the job became more 
scarce.

Competence in those 
newly hired was lacking, 
but those folks got promot-
ed just the same. All those 
factors and more increased 
stress levels.

One of those in Dad’s in-
ner circle had a breakdown. 
Others had severe medical 
issues.

Dad ultimately decided 

instead of trying to hang in 
eight more years to reach 
retirement that life was too 
short. He spent the next 
decade owning a hardware 
store.

When Dad left the gov-
ernment’s employment in 
the early 1980’s, the public 
was still capable of being 
outraged over spending 
scandals. Those my age or 
older can remember news 
stories about $600 ham-
mers and $7,000 coffee 
pots. The backlash was real, 
even if the cost accounting 
was just sloppy.

By the time I did a stint 
in a government contract-
ing role about two decades 
ago, a procurement scandal 
involving tens of millions in 
documented fraud, waste, 
and abuse could barely get 
anyone’s attention. I know 
this, because I spent almost 
two years trying to escalate 
the problem within proper 
channels. It was viewed as 
just the cost of doing busi-
ness.

A couple of budget cycles 
ago, one of the priorities 
was to give the IRS enough 
additional funds equivalent 
to the cost of hiring 87,000 
additional auditors. The 

stated goal was to make sure 
the right amount of money 
was being taken from us to 
give to the government.

The American people are 
now coming to the realiza-
tion that systematic fraud 
has been occurring through-
out the federal government. 
Those who have spent ca-
reers believing the “Defense 
Industrial Complex” is the 
only place money can go to 
be misdirected into private 
profits are enduring a huge 
wakeup call as to the size 
and scope of where our tax 
money is actually spent. 
It appears states are not 
just complicit, but actively 
engaged in expanding the 
theft.

If we were to actually 
add 87,000 federal em-
ployees anywhere, I would 
agree that they should be 
auditors – just not those 
on the side of collecting the 
funds. The American peo-
ple need to have assurance 
that when their hard earned 
tax dollars are paid, they go 
to where they were intend-
ed- and achieve promised 
results. We need more com-
petent and honorable peo-
ple on the inside, doing that 
job again.

Yes, we do need more auditors

CHARLIE HARPER
GEORGIA POLITICS
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Black-eyed peas: The history of a humble good luck charm
Being a Southerner by 

birth, lineage and residen-
cy, I’ve eaten a lot of black-
eyed peas over the past few 
days. 

Actually, I’ll partake 
in this humble food stuff, 
which is really a type of 
bean and not a pea, any 
time of year, but they are a 
staple for New Year’s cele-
brations, along with greens 
and cornbread. They al-
legedly bring good luck, and 
though I don’t really believe 
in that sort of thing, I’m not 
letting a Jan. 1 pass by with-
out gobbling up as much as 
I can. 

Remember that board 
game Hungry, Hungry Hip-
pos? The one where you 
make toy hippopotamuses 
eat marbles? That’s me on 

New Year’s Day. I always 
win. You didn’t finish yours? 
Dump ‘em on my plate. I’ll 
take all the help I can get for 
2026. 

Black-eyed peas also 
ward off the evil eye, ac-
cording to West African tra-
dition, so just having them 
around the house is a good 
idea. That’s where the le-
gume originated and is still 
a popular item for marking 
momentous events. They 
are served during the ob-
servances of both births 
and deaths, as well as any 
other special occasion fam-
ilies and friends deem fit to 
gather.

The vegetable made its 
way to the United States via 
the slave trade, where they 
were cultivated in the gar-

dens of the captive people, 
who carried on their tradi-
tions. During the Civil War, 
black-eyed peas were left be-
hind by the Union soldiers 

fighting across the South, 
and they began to be served 
on tables everywhere. The 
lore behind the food grew 
because folks considered 

themselves lucky just to 
have something to eat.

Some people say you 
have to eat exactly 365 
black-eyed peas at New 
Year’s, one for each day 
on the calendar. I’ve never 
counted my servings so ac-
curately and could be short-
ing myself a month or two. 
I don’t think eating more 
than the required amounts 
helps, either. There’s no 
rollover credit for 2027. You 
can also add a penny to the 
pot while cooking for added 
luck. Whoever finds the coin 
will be extra lucky in the 
new year. Unless they eat it, 
then they’ll possibly kick off 
January with a doctor bill. 
Hopefully they ate a lot of 
greens, too, you know, for 
the ensuing bill. 

It’s kind of like the baby 
in the king cake. Whoever 
finds the plastic toy while 
enjoying a slice of brightly 
colored dessert gets a boost 
of luck. That’s a good back-
up plan if you missed your 
black-eyed peas this year. 
Mardi Gras is right around 
the corner. 

Other food -related good 
luck charms: honey, be-
cause it brings sweetness to 
life; grapes and pomegran-
ates, because they are round 
like coins; and long noodles, 
because the longer the noo-
dle, the longer you’ll live. 

I don’t really believe in 
luck, but I think I’ll try to 
eat my way to prosperity in 
the coming days. 

Happy New Year.

THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 

DAD

By KYLE DOMINY

Happy New Year!
Time to begin making 

those wonderful new year’s 
resolutions, friends.  You 
know – the ones you make 
today, then forget about in 
two or three days. Things 
like losing weight, quit-
ting smoking or drinking, 
getting your act together, 
etc.  The things we all say 
we should do, then don’t do.

Yep, those things.  If 
you’d like to share your res-
olutions with me, send me 
an e-mail at didyouknow-
column@gmail.com and we 
can both laugh at them. I am 
making two resolutions, one 
of which I shall immediately 
break.  I resolve not to make 
resolutions; and I resolve to 
share trivia with you each 
week.  Let’s go!

Did you know …
… one of the oldest can-

dies available has been 
around since the mid-19th 
century? Love them or hate 
them, everyone who likes 
candy has an opinion about 
Necco Wafers, flat round 
slabs of candy about the size 
of a quarter, which come in 
rolls of about 35. The can-
dy was first produced in 
1847 by the New England 
Confectionary Company, 
the initials of which inci-
dentally form the candy’s 
name. They are the oldest 
American candy brand still 
in production. Addition-
al trivia note: The oldest 
continually produced can-
dy brand is Good & Plenty, 
the candy-covered licorice 
treat. Production of those 
began in 1893, but because 
of a break in production of 
Necco Wafers from 2018 to 
2020, Good & Plenty are the 
oldest brand in continuous 

production. (And suddenly 
I want some candy.)

… only one pitcher in 
all of professional baseball 
history has thrown two per-
fect games? A perfect game 
is one in which a pitch-
er retires all 27 opposing 
batters without allowing a 
single base runner. While 
the first perfect game in 
Major League Baseball was 
thrown in 1880 by Lee Rich-
mond (1857-1929), and the 
feat has been done only 23 
times since then, no MLB 
or minor league pitcher 
has thrown more than one. 
The only professional ball-
player to throw two perfect 
games was Jean Faut (1925-
2023), who pitched in the 
All-American Girls Profes-
sional Baseball League from 
1946 to 1953. Faut, who 
played for the South Bend, 
Indiana Blue Sox, threw her 

first on July 21, 1951 against 
the Rockford Peaches, and 
did it again on Sept. 3, 1953, 
against the Kalamazoo Lass-
ies. Additional trivia note: 
Faut’s two perfect games 
were two of only five pitched 
during the entire existence 
of the AAGPBL. The others 
were thrown by Annabelle 
Lee (1922-2008) of the Min-
neapolis Millerettes, Caro-
lyn Morris (1925-1996) of 
the Rockford Peaches, and 
Doris Sams (1927-2012) of 
the Muskegon Lassies. The 
AAGPBL was featured in the 
hit 1992 movie, A League of 
Their Own.

… tropical storm classi-
fications are based on wind 
speed? For a tropical storm 
to be considered a hurri-
cane, its sustained winds 
must be at least 74 miles per 
hour. From 39 to 74 miles 

per hour, it’s called a trop-
ical storm, and with winds 
less than 38 miles per hour, 
it would be a tropical de-
pression. (Thar she blows!)

… the design for a pop-
ular video game character 
was inspired by food? Toru 
Iwatani (born 1955), the 
game designer who creat-
ed the popular “Pac-Man” 
game, got the inspiration for 
the design of the title char-
acter from a pizza. Iwatani 
said he took a slice from a 
pizza and noticed how the 
remaining pie looked like 
a character, and used that 
as the design for the yellow 
dot-gobbler. (Good thing he 
wasn’t having a dish of sushi 
or something.)

… a prolific director 
of horror movies got his 
start working for a chil-
dren’s show host? George 
A. Romero (1940-2017), 
the director who brought 
us classic horror films such 
as Night of the Living Dead 
and Creepshow, got his first 
paid directing job work-
ing for Fred Rogers (1928-
2003). Romero filmed a 
segment for the children’s 
program Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood in which 
Rogers underwent a tonsil-
lectomy. Romero credited 
that project as the catalyst 
which made him want to 
direct zombie and horror 
films. (From Mr. Rogers to 
horror ... what’s the transi-
tion?)

… a rock musician has a 
doctoral degree? Brian May 
(born 1947), guitarist for the 
group Queen, has an earned 
Ph.D. in astrophysics from 
Imperial College in London. 
(I’ve heard of spaced out, 
but this...)

Now... you know!

Who is the only professional baseball player to pitch two perfect games?

DID YOU KNOW...?

By JACK BAGLEY
For Georgia Trust For Local News

Jean Faut (1925-2023) is the only pitcher in professional 
baseball history to have thrown two perfect games where 
all 27 opposing batters do not run/SPECIAL PHOTO

* "Here's a great chore for little kids. Our fam-
ily seems to leave shoes all over the house. I will 
have my 4-year-old collect the shoes and deliver 
them to the room of the person to whom the shoes 
belong. It's a very easy chore and even like a game 
sometimes." 

* "When cooking from a recipe that I'm not su-
per familiar with, I tape it to the front of my kitch-
en cabinet. It's in a central location, easy to see 
and won't get dirty. If it turns out to be something 
I like, I put it in a plastic sleeve protector in my 
cookbook. I can still pull it out and tape it to the 
cabinet when necessary." 

* I love baked goods. These are some good tips 
that I use all the time. Use a wine glass to cut bis-
cuits. Set a loaf of baked bread on a tea towel top 
down, then use a serrated knife to cut from the 
bottom. Your slices will look perfect, as you won't 
crush the top.

* If your family likes stuffing, try baking it in 
muffin tins for single servings. It works very well.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc. 

NOW HERE'S A TIP!
By LUCIE WINBORNE
King Features

* On Jan. 19, 1977, First Lady and ERA support-
er Betty Ford, on a whim and on her final day as a 
resident of the White House, jumped on the Cabi-
net Room table and struck a pose. At that time, just 
three women had ever sat at that table as presiden-
tial cabinet members.

* On Jan. 20, 2001, Donald Rumsfeld, who in 
1975 was America's youngest Secretary of Defense 
at age 43 when he served under Gerald Ford, be-
came the oldest Secretary of Defense when he was 
appointed to that job 26 years later by George W. 
Bush.

* On Jan. 21, 2009, after more than 70 years 
as the world's largest automaker, General Motors 
finally lost the title when it announced worldwide 
sales of 8.36 million cars and trucks in 2008, com-
pared with Toyota's 8.97 million vehicle sales that 
same year.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

MOMENTS IN TIME
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Legals

Bleckley Co. Legals

C25-137

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CRBDI-

TORS 

RE: ESTATE OF SYLVESTER BLACK-
SHEAR, DECEASED 
All creditors of the Estate of Sarah Black-
shear, deceased, late of Bleckley Counfy, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to Executor.
This 11 day of December, 2025 
Sarah Blackshear, Executor 
157 Ash Street 
Cochran, GA 3 1014 

December 18, 25, 2025 January 1, 8, 
2026

_________________________________
C25-140

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

GEORGIA, BLECKLEY COUNTY
  All creditors in the ESTATE OF HOW-
ARD G. BRIGGS, deceased, late of Bleck-
ley County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to Joseph C. Spurlin, 
attorney for said estate, at P.O. Box 7566, 
Tifton, Georgia 31793, in accordance with 
Georgia law, and all persons indebted to 
said estate are required to make immediate 
payment to said attorney.
  This 18th day of December 2025.
       / s / J o s e p h  C . 
Spurlin       
  Joseph C. Spurlin

December 25, 2025, January 1, 8, 15, 
2026

C25-144

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

BLECKLEY 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

GERRY RAY MADDOX, DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 2025P82 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 

NOTICE 
TO:
and to whom it may concern: 
TRACY M. JONES 
has petitioned for TRACY M. JONES 
to be appointed administrator(s) of the es-
tate of GERRY RAY MADDOX deceased, 
of said county. (The petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of re-
ports, waiver of statements, and/or grant 
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.) All interested persons are here-
by notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or before 
FEBRUARY 9, 2025 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Jonathan R. Fordham
Judge of the Probate Court 

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

C25-141 

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF BLECKLEY

IN RE: ESTATE OF LUCILE AR-

RINGTON ALLIGOOD, DECEASED.

 All creditors of the estate of Lucile 

Arrington Alligood, deceased, late of 

Bleckley County, are hereby notified 
to render their demands to Richard M. 

McNeely, attorney for Mary Frances 

Alligood McNure, Administrator of the 

Lucile Arrington Alligood Estate, at P. 

O. Box 767, Swainsboro, Georgia 30401, 

according to law, and all persons indebt-

ed to said estate are required to make 

immediate payment of any indebtedness 

due the estate.

 This 18th day of December, 2025.

     RICHARD M. MCNEELY,

Attorney for Mary Frances Alligood 

McNure   

Administrator of the 

Estate of Lucile Arrington Alligood

Richard M. McNeely, P.C.

P. O. Box 767

Swainsboro, Georgia 30401

(478) 237-4225

December 25, 2025, January 1, 8, 15, 

2026

C25-136

The Cochran Journal 
Attn: Legal Advertisement Dept. Cochran, 
Georgia 31014 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF BLECKLEY 
IN RE: ESTATE OF TERRY JOE WIL-
LIAMS, DECEASED. 
All creditors of the estate of Terry Joe Wil-
liams deceased, late of Bleckley County, 
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate are re-
quired to make immediate payment to me. 
This 10th day of December, 2025. 
Jessica Dianne Lander 
Administrator of the Estate of Terry Joe 
Williams 
275 Greenville Ter. 
Macon, Ga. 31220 

December 18, 25, 2025 January 1,8, 
2026

C25-143

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, BLECKLEY COUNTY
Under and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in a certain Construction Security 
Deed from Rivertown Builders, LLC to The 
Citizens Bank of Cochran dated October 
7, 2024 and recorded at Deed Book 484, 
Page 28, Clerk’s Office, Bleckley County 
Superior Court, Georgia Records, convey-
ing the after-described property to secure 
a Note in the original principal amount 
of $245,600.00, with interest at the rate 
specified therein, there will be sold by the 
undersigned at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash before the Courthouse door 
of Bleckley County, Georgia, within the 
legal hours of sale on February 3, 2026 
(being the first Tuesday of said month 
unless said date falls on a Federal 
Holiday), the following described property: 
All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being in Land Lot 197 of the 24th 
Land District, Bleckley County, Georgia, 
being known and designated as Lot A-18, 
consisting of 1.82 acres, Evergreen Creek 
Subdivision, according to a plat of survey 
prepared by Robert L. Story, Georgia 
Registered Land Surveyor No. 1853, dated 
November 17, 2022, and recorded in Plat 
Book E150, Page 118, Clerk’s Office, 
Bleckley Superior Court.  Said plat and 
the record thereof are incorporated herein 
by reference.  The debt secured by said 
Construction Security Deed has been and 
is hereby declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, failure to 
pay the indebtedness as and when due and 
in the manner provided in the Note 
and Construction Security Deed. The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, as provided in the 
Construction Security Deed and by law, 
including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been given). 
Said property is commonly known as Lot 

A-18 Evergreen Drive, together with all 
fixtures and personal property attached to 
and constituting a part of said property, if 
any. To the best knowledge and belief of 
the undersigned, the party (or parties) in 
possession of the subject property is Riv-
ertown Builders, LLC, a tenant or tenants 
thereof.   The Citizens Bank of Cochran is 
the entity or individual designated who shall 
have full authority to negotiate, amend and 
modify all terms of the mortgage c/o Fricks 
Person Tourville, LLC, 466 S. Houston Lake 
Rd., Ste. A, Warner Robins, Georgia 31088, 
478-333-6502.  Note, however, that such 
entity or individual is not required by law 
to negotiate, amend or modify the terms of 
the loan. Said property will be sold subject 
to: (a) any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), (b) unpaid water or 
sewage bills that constitute a lien against 
the property whether due and payable or 
not yet due and payable and which may 
not be of record, (c) the right of redemption 
of any taxing authority, (d) any matters 
which might be disclosed by an accurate 
survey and inspection of the property, 
and (e) any assessments, liens, encum-
brances, zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record superior 
to the Construction Security Deed first 
set out above. The sale will be conducted 
subject to (1) confirmation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code; and (2) final confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan with the holder of 
the Construction Security Deed. Pursuant 
to O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1, which 
allows for certain procedures regarding the 
rescission of judicial and non-judicial sales 
in the State of Georgia, the Deed Under 
Power and other foreclosure documents 
may not be provided until final confirma-
tion and audit of the status of the loan as 
provided immediately above.  The Citizens 
Bank of Cochran, as attorney-in-fact for 
Rivertown Builders, LLC.  Robert Abney 
Fricks, Sr., Fricks Person Tourville, LLC, 
466 S. Houston Lake Rd., Ste. A, Warner 
Robins, Georgia 31088.  Telephone (478) 
333-6502.  THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS 
A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

C26-001

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, BLECKLEY COUNTY
 Under and by virtue of the Power of 
Sale contained in a Security Deed given by 
James M Cumbie, Suzanne M Cumbie to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as grantee, as nominee for Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation, its successors 
and assigns dated February 10, 2021, 
recorded in Deed Book 450, Page 407, 
Bleckley County, Georgia Records, as 
last transferred to Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation by assignment recorded 
in Deed Book 493, Page 441, Bleckley 
County, Georgia Records, conveying the 
after-described property to secure a Note 
in the original principal amount of ONE 
HUNDRED EIGHTY-THREE THOUSAND 
EIGHT HUNDRED EIGHTY-TWO AND 
0/100 DOLLARS ($183,882.00), with 
interest thereon as set forth therein, there 
will be sold at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash before the courthouse door 
of Bleckley County, Georgia, or at such 
place as may be lawfully designated as an 
alternative, within the legal hours of sale 
on the first Tuesday in February, 2026, the 
following described property: 
SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF
 The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due be-
cause of, among other possible events of 
default, failure to pay the indebtedness as 

and when due and in the manner provided 
in the Note and Security Deed. The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including attor-
ney’s fees (notice pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 
13-1-11 having been given).
 Said property will be sold subject to any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including 
taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), the right of redemption of any 
taxing authority, any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey and in-
spection of the property, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and any matters of 
record including, but not limited to, those 
superior to the Security Deed first set out 
above. Said property will be sold on an 
“as-is” basis without any representation, 
warranty or recourse against the above-
named or the undersigned.
 Freedom Mortgage Corporation is the 
holder of the Security Deed to the property 
in accordance with OCGA § 44-14-162.2.
 The entity that has full authority to 
negotiate, amend, and modify all terms of 
the mortgage with the debtor is: Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation, 11988 Exit 5 Pkwy 
Bldg 4, Fishers, IN 46037, 855-690-5900.
 Note, however, that such entity is not 
required by law to negotiate, amend or 
modify the terms of the loan.
 To the best knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the party in possession of the 
property is James M Cumbie and Suzanne 
M Cumbie or a tenant or tenants and said 
property is more commonly known as 163 

Jones Rd, Cochran, GA 31014. Should a 
conflict arise between the property address 
and the legal description the legal descrip-
tion will control.
 The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) 
to final confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the security 
deed.
Freedom Mortgage Corporation
 as Attorney in Fact for 
James M Cumbie, Suzanne M Cumbie
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
1544 Old Alabama Rd
Roswell, GA 30076
www.foreclosurehotline.net
EXHIBIT “A”
All that tract or parcel of land, situate, lying 
and being in Land Lot 85 of the 21st Land 
District, Bleckley County, Georgia, contain-
ing 24.57 acres and consisting of a 23.70 
acre tract and a 0.87 acre tract, both as 
shown on a plat of survey recorded in Plat 
Book 6, Page 126, Clerk’s Office, Bleckley 
Superior Court. Said plat and the recorded 
copy thereof are incorporated by reference 
for all purposes.
Being the same property as conveyed from 
Joseph T. Pilcher and Mary Jo Pitcher to 
James M. Cumbie and Suzanne M. Cumb-
ie, as joint tenants with survivorship and not 
as tenants in common, for and during their 
joint lives, and upon the death of either of 
them, then to the survivor of them, as set 
forth in Deed Book 388, page 28, dated 
10/01/2013, recorded 10/04/2013, BLECK-
LEY County, GEORGIA.
Tax ID: B51 084
MR / JD     February 3, 2026
Our file no. 25-19895GA-FT17
25-19895GA

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

C25-142

REQUEST FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICA-

TION

CASE NUMBER:  JU-2025-369.02 

PETITIONER: CALHOUN COUNTY DE-

PARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES

IN THE MATTER OF: Gideon King Phil-

lips Steele, a minor child, DOB: April 

1, 2025

TO:   Laura Ashley Steele, mother, 

whose whereabouts are unknown.

A Petition has been filed in this Court re-

questing that the parental rights of Lau-

ra Ashley Steele, mother, whose where-

abouts are unknown, be terminated and 

that the permanent custody of the minor 

child be vested in the State of Alabama 

Department of Human Resources.  You 

must file an answer to said Petition to 
Terminate Parental Rights within four-

teen (14) days of perfection of service 

by publication or a judgment by default 

may be rendered.  Your answer is to be 

filed in the Juvenile Court of Calhoun 
County, Alabama, at the Calhoun County 

Courthouse.  You are further notified of 
your right to counsel to represent you, 

and if you are unable to afford counsel, 

one will be appointed by the Court to 

represent you in this proceeding.  A 

parent has the right to representation 

of an attorney in a dependency or a 

termination of parental rights trial, and, 

if indigent, the Court may appoint an 

attorney if requested.  Should the par-

ent desire a court-appointed attorney, 

application should be made immediately 

upon receipt of notice of the action, by 

contacting the Juvenile Court Intake 

Office at 256-231-1731.  This case is set 
for trial on February 23, 2026 at 1:30 p.m.

DONE this the 19th day of December, 

2025.

KIM MCCARSON, CIRCUIT CLERK         

Attorney for Petitioner:

Kenneth F. Gray, Jr. (GRA092)

Assistant Attorney General

Calhoun County Department of Human 

Resources

P. O. Box 1869

Anniston, AL 36202

256-240-2073

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

C25-138

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 

RE: ESTATE OF TONY WAYNE SMITH, 
DECEASED 
All creditors of the Estate of Tony Wayne 
Smith, deceased, late of Bleckley County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to Administrator. 
This 11 day of December, 2025.
Judy C. Grantham, Administrator
1171 Jones Road 
Cochran, GA 31014 

December 18, 25, 2025 January 1, 8 , 
2026

C25-139

The Courier Herald 
115 S Jefferson Street 
Dublin, Georgia 31021 

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY OF BLECKLEY 

IN RE: DENNIS MARION ELLIS, DE-

CEASED 

All debtors/creditors of the Estate of Dennis 
Marion Ellis, deceased, of  Bleckley County, 
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned  according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make  immediate payment of 
the undersigned.  
This 18th day of December 2025. 
Christopher Ellis 
c/o Kindall Browning-Rickle, Esq. 
P.O. Box 4939 
Eastman, Georgia 31023 

December 25, 2025, January 1, 8, 15, 

2026

Twiggs Co. Legals

T25-083

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: 

BRUCE EVERETT STILLE 

DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. P-25-045 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR 

YEAR’S SUPPORT 

INVITATION TO BID

CURBSIDE REFUSE COLLECTION SERVICES CONTRACT

�e City of Irwinton requests bids from quali�ed �rms for curbside 
refuse collection services. Sealed bids will be received at the Irwinton 
City Hall, 109 East Main Street; P.O. Box 359; Irwinton, GA 31042 
until 5:00 p.m. local time, on Friday, January 23, 2026. Please 
address all bids to the attention of the City Clerk. �e scope of work 
for this term contract includes all labor, materials, machinery and 
services necessary to provide weekly curbside solid waste collection 
for approximately 375 units identi�ed by the City of Irwinton and 
disposal at the Wolfe Creek Land�ll. �e services will begin March 
1, 2026. Contractors must show proof of Workers Compensation 
and General Liability. All requests for clari�cation or additional 
information must be made in writing. �e City of Irwinton reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids.
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The petition of Shelby Jean Stille, for a 
Year’s Support from the estate of Bruce 

Everett Stille, deceased, for decedent’s 
surviving spouse, having been duly filed, 
all interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause, if any they have, on or before 
January 19, 2026, why said petition should 
not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed on or 
before the time stated in the preceding 
sentence. All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Gary Nobles, Jr. 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Diane H. Robinson 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
425 Railroad Street North P. O. Box 186 
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044 
478-945-3390 

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

T26-001

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
IN RE: ESTATE OF 

SARAH J. DURHAM DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. P-25-074 

NOTICE 

The petition of Avie L. Ringwood-Wilbur, 
for an order declaring no administration 
necessary in the above-referenced estate 
having been duly filed, 
TO: WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
This is to notify you to file objection, if there 
is any, to the petition, in this Court on or 
before January 19, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 

Gary Nobles, Jr. 

Judge of the Probate Court 

By: Diane H. Robinson 

Clerk of the Probate Court 

Twiggs Probate Court 

425 RR St. N P. O Box 186 Jefferson-

ville GA 31044 

478-945-3390

January 8, 2026 

T25-085

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

TWIGGS COUNTY, GEORGIA

In RE:  Estate of Edwin R. Robinson, Sr., 
deceased.
All creditors of the estate of Edwin R. 

Robinson, Sr., deceased, late of Twiggs 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according 
to law and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment to me.
This 22nd day of December, 2025.
   Faith Nicole Lucas and Melis-

sa Clark Robinson, Co-Administrators   
   Estate of Edwin R. Robinson, 

Sr.
John D. Newberry
Newberry & Newberry
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 844
Gray, GA  31032
(478) 986-5141

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

T25-081

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS 

COUNTY STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: BRUCE EVERETT STILLE DE-

CEASED 

ESTATE NO. P-25-045 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR 

YEAR’S SUPPORT 

The petition of Shelby Jean Stille, for a 
Year’s Support from the estate of Bruce 

Everett Stille, deceased, for decedent’s 
surviving spouse, having been duly filed, 
all interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause, if any they have, on or before 
January 19, 2026, why said petition should 
not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed on or 
before the time stated in the preceding 
sentence. All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Gary Nobles. Jr. 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Diane H. Robinson 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
425 Railroad Street North P. O. Box 186 
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044.  
478-945-3390 

December 25, 2025, January 1,8, 15, 
2026 

T25-080

Twiggs Times New Era 425 Railroad Street 
North P. O. Box 800 
Jeffersonville, GA 31044 

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF TWIGGS 

IN RE: ERNEST GENE JOHNSON, DE-

CEASED 
All debtors/creditors of the Estate of Er-
nest Gene Johnson, deceased, of Twiggs 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned. 
This 11th day of December 2025. 
Heather Brantley 
1109 GA Hwy 112 
Cochran, Georgia 31014 

December 18, 25, 2025 January 1, 8, 
2026

T25-082

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: 

ELIZABETH BARLOW 

ESTATE NO. P-25-072 
NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR 

YEAR’S SUPPORT 
The petition of Johnny Carl Barlow, for 
a Year’s Support from the estate of Eliz-

abeth Barlow, deceased, for decedent’s 
Surviving Spouse, having been duly filed, 
all interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause, if any they have, on or before 
January 12, 2026, why said petition should 
not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in writ-
ing, setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections, and must be filed on or before 
the time stated in the preceding sentence. 
All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Gary Nobles, Jr. 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Diane H. Robinson 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
425 Railroad Street North P. O. Box 186 
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044 
478-945-3390 

December  25, 2025 & January 1, 8, 15, 
2026 

T25-084

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: 

ELIZABETH BARLOW 

ESTATE NO. P-25-072 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR 

YEAR’S SUPPORT 

The petition of Johnny Carl Barlow, for 
a Year’s Support from the estate of Eliz-

abeth Barlow, deceased, for decedent’s 
Surviving Spouse, having been duly filed, 
all interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause, if any they have, on or before 
January 12, 2026, why said petition should 
not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed on or 
before the time stated in the preceding 
sentence. All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Gary Nobles, Jr. 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Diane H. Robinson 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
425 Railroad Street North P. O. Box 186 
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044  
478-945-3390 

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

Wilkinson Co. Legals

W26-002

Notice of Sale Under Power. State of 

Georgia, County of WILKINSON. Under 
and by virtue of the Power of Sale contained 
in a Deed to Secure Debt given by EVA 
JO HERRIN to MORTGAGE ELECTRON-
IC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. 
(‘’MERS’’) AS NOMINEE FOR QUICKEN 
LOANS INC. , dated 01/15/2020, and Re-
corded on 01/21/2020 as Book No. 00389 
and Page No. 0541 0558, WILKINSON 
County, Georgia records, as last assigned 
to ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A 
QUICKEN LOANS, LLC (the Secured 
Creditor), by assignment, conveying the 
after described property to secure a Note 
of even date in the original principal amount 
of $64,753.00, with interest at the rate 
specified therein, there will be sold by the 
undersigned at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash at the WILKINSON County 
Courthouse within the legal hours of sale 
on the first Tuesday in February, 2026, 
the following described property: TAX ID 
NUMBER(S): G12 059 
LAND SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF 
WILKINSON IN THE STATE OF GA

BEING PARTS OF LOTS 10, 11 AND 12 
IN BLOCK ‘C’ AS SHOWN ON A PLAT 
AND SURVEY OF THE A.G. LAMAR 
SALE, SAID PLAT BEING OF RECORD IN 
PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 16 IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CLERK OF THE WILKINSON 
COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT, WHICH 
PLAT IS INCORPORATED HEREIN BY 
REFERENCE THERETO, AND EACH LOT 
FRONTING ON GEORGIA AVENUE A DIS-
TANCE OF FIFTY (50’) FEET, ALL LYING 
AND BEING IN ONE BODY, AND HAVING 
LOCATED THEREON A DWELLING 
HOUSE AND BEING NOW OR FORMER-
LY BOUNDED AS FOLLOWS: NORTH 
BY LANDS OF MR. AND/OR MRS. H.C. 
BLANKENSHIP, EAST BY ELAM STREET, 
WEST BY LANDS OF RALPH W. WAT-
KINS; SOUTH BY GEORGIA AVENUE.
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 125 ELAM ST, 

GORDON, GA 31031 2504

THE PROPERTY ADDRESS AND TAX 
PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
LISTED ARE PROVIDED SOLELY FOR 
INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES The debt 
secured by said Deed to Secure Debt has 
been and is hereby declared due because 
of, among other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as and when 
due and in the manner provided in the Note 
and Deed to Secure Debt.  Because the 
debt remains in default, this sale will be 
made for the purpose of paying the same 
and all expenses of this sale, as provided 
in the Deed to Secure Debt and by law, 
including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been given). 
ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A QUICK-
EN LOANS, LLC holds the duly endorsed 
Note and is the current assignee of the 
Security Deed to the property. ROCKET 
MORTGAGE, LLC, acting on behalf of and, 
as necessary, in consultation with ROCKET 
MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A QUICKEN 
LOANS, LLC (the current investor on the 
loan), is the entity with the full authority to 
negotiate, amend, and modify all terms of 
the loan. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44 14 
162.2, ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC may 
be contacted at: ROCKET MORTGAGE, 
LLC, 635 WOODWARD AVE., DETROIT, 
MI 48226, 800 508 0944. Please note that, 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44 14 162.2, the 
secured creditor is not required to amend 
or modify the terms of the loan.  To the best 
knowledge and belief of the undersigned, 
the party/parties in possession of the 
subject property known as 125 ELAM ST, 
GORDON, GEORGIA 31031 is/are: EVA JO 
HERRIN or tenant/tenants. Said property 
will be sold subject to (a) any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien, but not yet due and payable), 
(b) any matters which might be disclosed 
by an accurate survey and inspection of 
the property, and (c) all matters of record 
superior to the Deed to Secure Debt first 
set out above, including, but not limited to, 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, easements, restrictions, cov-
enants, etc.  The sale will be conducted 
subject to (1) confirmation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code; and (2)  final confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan with the holder of 
the security deed. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
Section 9 13 172.1, which allows for certain 
procedures regarding the rescission of 
judicial and nonjudicial sales in the State 
of Georgia, the Deed Under Power and 
other foreclosure documents may not be 
provided until final confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan as provided in the 
preceding paragraph. ROCKET MORT-
GAGE, LLC F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS, LLC 
as Attorney in Fact for EVA JO HERRIN. 
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
00000010656627 BARRETT DAFFIN 
FRAPPIER TURNER & ENGEL, LLP 4004 
Belt Line Road, Suite 100 Addison, Texas 
75001 Telephone: (972) 341 5398. 

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

W26-001

TS # 2024-10926-GA

Notice Of Sale Under Power

Georgia, Wilkinson County Under and by 
virtue of the Power of Sale contained in 
that certain Security Deed given by Larry 
S Bennett, a married person to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
Grantor, as nominee for Freedom Mort-
gage Corporation, its successors and 
assigns, dated 6/12/2014, and recorded on 
6/13/2014, in Instrument No.: --, Deed Book 
357, Page 849, Wilkinson County, Georgia 
records, along with Scrivener’s Affidavit 
recorded 12/16/2024  in Deed Book 00420 
and Page 00521, and again Scrivener’s Af-
fidavit recorded 09/25/2025  in Deed Book 
00426 and Page 0135  as last assigned to 
Freedom Mortgage Corporation by assign-
ment recorded on 8/15/2024 in Instrument 
No.: -- Deed Book 00418, Page 00105,  
conveying the after-described property 
to secure a Note in the original principal 
amount of $88,369.00, with interest thereon 
as provided for therein, there will be sold at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for cash 
before the Courthouse door of Wilkinson 
County, Georgia, within the legal hours of 
sale on 2/3/2026, the following described 
property: All Those Tracts Or Parcels Of 
Land Situate Lying And Being In The 331st 
(Ramah) G.M. District And In The 5th Land 
District Of Wilkinson County, Georgia, 
Being Shown As Lot Number WF-29 And 
Lot Number WF-30, Section Twenty-Five, 
Tract “C”, In The Subdivision In And At 
Ivey, Georgia, Known As Holiday Hills Lake 
Tchukolako Development, According To 
A Plat Of Survey Recorded In Plat Book 
7, Page 106 In The Office Of The Clerk 
Of Superior Court Of Wilkinson County, 
Georgia, Said Lots Have Such Size, Shape 
And Dimensions As Shown On Said Plat, 
Which By Reference Thereto Is Made A 
Part Hereof. Less And Except All That Tract 
Or Parcel Of Land Lying And Being In Land 
Lot 46 Of The 27th Land District And/Or 331 
Georgia Militia District Of Wilkinson County, 
Georgia, Being More Particularly Described 
As Follows: Beginning At A Point 39.53 Feet 
Right Of And Opposite Station 12+200.777 
On The Construction Centerline Of Fall 
Line Freeway On Georgia Highway Proj-
ect No. FLF-540 (19); Running Thence 
Northeasterly 154.174 Feet Along The Arc 
Of A Curve (Said Curve Having A Radius 
Of 1959.859 Feet And A Chord A Distance 
Of 154.135 Feet On A Bearing Of N 27° 15’ 
18.3” E) To The Point 57.84 Feet Right Of 
And Opposite Station 12+246.514 On Said 
Construction Centerline Laid Out For Fall 
Line; Thence S 43° 53’ 30.8” E A Distance 
Of 36.52 Feet To A Point 90.29 Feet Right 
Of And Opposite Station 12+241.511 On 
Said Construction Centerline Laid Out For 
Fall Line; Thence S 18°18’47.5” W A Dis-
tance Of 73.40 Feet To A Point 92.26 Feet 
Right Of And Opposite Station 12+220.000 
On Said Construction Centerline Laid Out 
For Fall Line; Thence S 19°03’41.0” E A Dis-
tance Of 132.83 Feet To A Point 22.84 Feet 
Left Of And Opposite Station 1+053.647 On 
Said Construction Centerline Laid Out For 
South Lakeview Dr.; Thence Northwesterly 
52.600 Feet Along The Arc Of A Curve 
(Said Curve Having A Radius Of 403.107 
Feet And A Chord Distance Of 52.563 Feet 
On A Bearing Of N 51°36’00.9”W) To The 
Point 19.71 Feet Left Of And Opposite 
Station 1+038.222 On Said Construction 
Centerline Laid Out For South Lakeview 
Dr.; Thence N 55°20’18.4”W A Distance Of 
91.22 Feet Back To The Point Of Beginning, 
Containing 0.226 Acres, More Or Less. 
Map And Parcel Number: V05-001 (Lot 
30) And V05-002 (Lot 29) Said Property 
Is Conveyed Subject To And With Notice 
Of The Following Matters: (A) Drainage 
Easements, Building Set Back Lines, And 
Other Matters Shown On The Aforesaid 
Subdivision Plat; (B) General Utility Ease-
ments And Road Right Of Way Grants And 
Easements, Including Those Of Record In 
Deed Book 318, Pages 47-51; Deed Book 
227, Pages 38 And 41; And Deed Book 
248, Page 502, Aforesaid Clerk’s Office; 
And, (C) Restrictions Of Record In Deed 
Book 147, Page 365, Aforesaid Clerk’s 
Office.. Said property is commonly known 
as 103 Lakeview Dr S Ivey, GA 31031. 

The indebtedness secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby declared due 
because of, among other possible events of 
default, failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner provided 
in the Note and Security Deed. The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 

expenses of the sale, as provided in the Se-
curity Deed and by law, including attorneys’ 
fees (notice of intent to collect attorneys’ 
fees having been given). The entity having 
full authority to negotiate, amend or modify 
all terms of the loan (although not required 
by law to do so) is: Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation, Attention: Loss Mitigation 
Department, 11988 EXIT 5 PKWY BLDG 
4 FISHERS IN 46037-7939, Telephone 
No.: (855) 690-5900. Nothing in O.C.G.A. 
Section 44-14-162.2 shall be construed to 
require the secured creditor to negotiate, 
amend, or modify the terms of the security 
instrument. Said property will be sold sub-
ject to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, whether 
or not now due and payable), any matters 
which might be disclosed by an accurate 
survey and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and 
any other matters of record superior to the 
Security Deed first set out above. To the 
best knowledge and belief of the under-
signed, the party(ies) in possession of the 
property is (are) Larry S Bennett, a married 
person or tenant(s) or other occupants. 
The sale will be conducted subject to (1) 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code, (2) final 
confirmation and audit of the status of the 
loan with the holder of the Security Deed, 
and (3) any right of redemption or other lien 
not extinguished by foreclosure. The sale is 
conducted on behalf of the secured creditor 
under the power of sale granted in the 
aforementioned security instrument, specif-
ically being Freedom Mortgage Corporation 
as Attorney in Fact for Larry S Bennett, a 
married person. Nestor Solutions, LLC 214 
5th Street, Suite 205, Huntington Beach, 
California  92648, (888) 403-4115, TS # 
2024-10926-GA. For sale information, visit: 
https://www.nestortrustee.com/sales-infor-
mation.com or call (888) 902-3989.

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

W25-107

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF WILKINSON

In RE: Estate of Annie Mae Strickland
All creditors of the estate of Annie Mae 
Strickland late of Wilkinson County, de-
ceased, are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to law, 
and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment.
This ninth day of December, 2025.
Earlie Strickland
Executor of Annie Mae Strickland Estate, 
deceased
P.O. Box 20782
Macon, Ga. 31205

December 18, 25, 2025, January 1, 8, 
2026

_________________________________
W26-003

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF WILKIN-

SON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

Louise Cummings, DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 316 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE 

TO: Felicia Cummings and to whom it may 
concern: 
Felicia Cummings has petitioned for 
Felicia Cummings to be appointed ad-

ministrator(s) of the estate of Louise 

Cummings deceased, of said county. 
(The petitioner has also applied for waiv-
er of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before February 9, 2025. 

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. 
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
be granted without a hearing. 
Bradasia A. Mims 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Carol Hadnett
Clerk of the Probate Court 
Wilkinson County Probate Court 
100 Bacon St 
Irwinton, GA 31042 
478-946-2222 

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

_____________________________
W26-004

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF WILKIN-

SON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

Cecil James Howard Jr., DECEASED 

ESTATE NO: 315

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE 

TO: Deidra Patrice Howard and to whom 
it may concern: 
Deidra Patrice Howard has petitioned for 
Deidra Patrice Howard to be appointed 
administrator(s) of the estate of Cecil 

James Howard Jr deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before February 9, 2025. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. 
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
be granted without a hearing. 
Bradasia A. Mims 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Carol Hadnett
Clerk of the Probate Court 
Wilkinson County Probate Court 
100 Bacon St 
Irwinton, GA 31042 
478-946-2222 

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

_________________________________

C26-002

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS 

RE: ESTATE OF RHONDA D. GIB-
BENS, DECEASED 
All creditors of the Estate of Rhon-
da D. Gibbens, deceased, late of 
Bleckley County, Georgia, are hereby 
notified to render their demands to the 
undersigned according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment 
to Executor.
Gloria D. McNease, Executor 
234 Ninth Street 
Cochran, GA 31014 

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

WILKINSON COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT

 JOB OPENING

1 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS

HOURS: Monday through Friday 7:00-3:30
FULL TIME POSITION (40 hours per week)

Heavy Equipment Operator applicant must hold a valid Class B 
CDL license. �is position includes but is not limited to: operating 
vehicles, dump trucks, motor graders, backhoes, and other heavy 
equipment. Applicant will also perform duties such as laying pipes, 
patching roads, and may operate a lowboy.  Successful applicant 
must pass a BACKGROUND CHECK and DRUG SCREEN.

Applications are available at www.wilkinsoncounty.net under 
the jobs tab. Application may be emailed to lbene�eld@
wilkinsoncounty.net, mailed to Wilkinson County Commissioners 
O�ce ATTN: Lindsey Bene�eld PO Box 161 Irwinton, Ga 31042 
or turned in to Wilkinson County Commissioners O�ce at 100 
Bacon Street Irwinton, GA 31042. 

Wilkinson County is an equal opportunity employer.

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS  JANUARY 23, 2026
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Funded through the Homeowner 
Assistance Fund (HAF), Georgia De-
partment of Community Affairs’ Georgia 
Mortgage Assistance (GMA) program is 
closing to new applications after helping 
nearly 12,000 Georgians remain in their 
homes and preventing over 1,600 fore-
closures statewide.

The GMA program will stop accept-
ing new applications on March 31, 2026, 
at 11:59 p.m. All application packages 
must be complete and fully submitted 
through the Georgia Mortgage Assis-
tance application portal at GeorgiaMort-
gageAssistance.ga.gov by this deadline.

Customer Service representatives 

are available Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to answer general 
questions about Georgia Mortgage As-
sistance programs.

Applicants who need assistance 
completing their application should 
contact Customer Service before March 
13, to schedule an appointment for sup-
port by phone or in person at the Geor-
gia Department of Community Affairs’ 
Atlanta office.

Applications must still be submit-
ted by March 31, 2026, to be considered 
for assistance. Email: HAF@dca.ga.gov 
(Please include your name, address, 
and phone number) Phone: (770) 806-
2100 or toll free 1-877-519-4443. By 

mail: Georgia Mortgage Assistance, c/o 
Georgia Dept. of Community Affairs 60 
Executive Park South, NE, Atlanta, GA 
30329-2231.

Applicants are encouraged to retain 
copies of their submitted application 
materials and proof of delivery or re-
ceipt for their records.

Georgia Mortgage Assistance is 
a federal program with limited funds 
program. Not all eligible homeowners 
may receive assistance before funds are 
exhausted, and submission of an appli-
cation does not  guarantee  approval  or  
availability  of  funds.  For  more  infor-
mation,  visit GeorgiaMortgageAssis-
tance.ga.gov.

Georgia mortgage assistance program deadline date
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES JOURNAL  POST About the Department 

of Community Affairs
The Georgia Department of Communi-

ty Affairs (DCA) partners with communities 
to build strong and vibrant neighborhoods, 
commercial and industrial areas through 
community and economic development, lo-
cal government assistance, and safe and af-
fordable housing. Using state and federal 
resources, DCA helps communities spur pri-
vate job creation, implement planning, devel-
op downtowns, generate affordable housing 
solutions, and promote volunteerism. DCA 
also helps qualified Georgians with low and 
moderate incomes buy homes, rental housing 
and prevent foreclosure and homelessness. 
For more information, visit dca.georgia.gov.



Times Journal PostTimes Journal Post Thursday, January, 8, 2026 •8

J.T. Abney
Mary Smith Abney
Carol Adams
Lee N. Allen
Myrtle Allen
Josephine Baldwin
Martha Baldwin
William H. Baldwin
Creola Barlow
Levi Barlow
Lonnie Barlow
Guy Barlow
Debbie Barrs
Lucy Bartlett
Melba Belcher
Brenda Belflower
Linda Bennett
Phillip Berryhill
Frankie Blackburn
Bonnie Bollinger
Joe Bowen
Shirley (Buttons) Bower
Adolph E "Doc" Bowman
Chrystelle Smith Bowman
Dorothy Jean Bozeman
Elizabeth Z/ Brantley
Georjane Loveless Brogden
Becky Mosteller Brooks
Lou Brooks
Diane Brown
James Curtis Bryant
Frances Burkhalter
Robert Burkhalter
Scott Burkhalter
Diane Byrd
Sid Carter, Jr.
Vickie Cheek
Dock & Helen Churchwell
Regan Cole
Ivy & Gladys Collins
Gail Cone
Rosemary Cook
Truett Crummey
Vicki McGuire Curley

Mary Sheffield Daniel
Tommy Daniels
Gail Darsey
Agnes & Jack Davidson
J D "Lit'l Jack" Davidson
Douglas Davis III
Lady Davis
Stacey Davis
James W. Dempsey
John &  Bertha Dempsey
Jim & Syble Denney
Bobby Dominey
Ronnie Dortch
Luke Duffey
Harriet Dunn
Evelyn Durham
Ben Dykes
Mary Ann Dykes
Quinion Dykes
Rad Dykes
Rickey Dykes
Van Dykes
Dorothy Giles Edes
Joe Edmondson
Dennis Ellis
Clyde & Marjorie English
Clyde Evans
Elliot & Julia Evans
Harmoni Evans
Tammy Farmer
Jeff Fisher
Joe Fisher
Lloyd Farrell Foley
Herbert & Lessie Fordham
Dottie Giles Forehand
Willene W. Foster
Kathy Jones Frausto
Robert & Diane Garner
Pamela "Leverette" Gay
William "Tommy" Gay
John M. Giddens, Jr.
Lois D. Giddens
Anita Gilbert
Billy & Joyce Giles
Frank B. Giles
Henry Giles
William & Winnie Giles
George E. & Mary Greene
Willene Hancock
John & Barbara Harris
Helen Hart
Larry Hart
Kyle Helms
Sam Herbert
Bob Herrington
Lola P. Hightower
Willie Mae Hightower
Clifford Hill
Betty Carol Holland
Janice (Leverette) Hill
Violet Honeycutt
James Horton
Paula Horton
Elise Housel
Marion Housel
Ralph Housel
Ralph Housel Jr.
Clara Nell Hayes Jarrett
Wyatt Dunaway Jarrett
Lee Jessup
Juanita Johnson
Williard Johnson
Dale Jones
Kelly Jones
Dawn Q Jump
Freida Manning Kersey
Bob Kieffer

Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles
Eric & Selina Zieg
Cathie Davis
Shermanda Harris
Bill & Kathy Baldwin
Bill & Kathy Baldwin
Bill & Kathy Baldwin
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
Dale & Alice Mullis
June NeSmith
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Randy & Dawne Bryan
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Randy & Dawne Bryan
Dale & Alice Mullis
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Ramona Giles
Cathie Davis
Cathie Davis; Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Don & Ramona Giles
Bill & Kathy Baldwin
Bill & Kathy Baldwin
Bill & Kathy Baldwin
Cathie Davis
Stephanie, Nick, & Ben Carter
Heartland EMS; Dale & Alice Mullis; Cochran Pilot Club
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Don & Ramona Giles
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Chris & Britney Foskey; Dale & Alice Mullis
Cathie Davis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Ramona Giles
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Stevie & Bonnie Sapp
Stevie & Bonnie Sapp
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Cathie Davis
Cathie Davis
Eric & Selina Zieg
Eric & Selina Zieg
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Cathie Davis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis; Cathie Davis
Ramona Giles
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett; Don & Ramona Giles
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Shermanda Harris
Lindy Flagg
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis
Don & Ramona Giles
Ramona Giles
Cathie Davis
Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Collin & Stacy Leverette
John & Diane Giddens
John & Diane Giddens
Dale & Alice Mullis
Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles
Danny & Ellen Mathis
Randy & Dawne Bryan
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Stephanie, Nick, & Ben Carter
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis
Shermanda Harris
Shermanda Harris
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Ramona Giles
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Cathie Davis
Danny & Ellen Mathis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Bill & Kathy Baldwin
Bill & Kathy Baldwin
Bill & Kathy Baldwin
Bill & Kathy Baldwin
Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis
Cathie Davis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Don & Ramona Giles
Marcia Manning
Mike & Maureen Stoy

Mary & Dan Kieffer
Mayor Charles D. Killebrew
Rick & Regine Kimmel
Jackie Kirkpatrick
Imogene Kitchens
Junior & Oneta Kitchens
Halyna Alusiya Lazarenko
Jody Legg
Jeanette (Moore) Leverette
Jerry Leverette
June (Austin)Leverette
Renee (Payne) Leverette
Robert "Mike" Leverette
Bob Looney
Hal & Marthaellis Lunsford
Rev. Albert Lyles
Diane Lyles
Joe D. Sr. & Emma Lyles
Nonie Collins Lyles
W. A. "Aurelius" Manning
W. A. "William" Manning, Jr.
Arnie & Ruby Mathis
Bobby & Lillian Mathis
Caroline Meadows
Amy English McCranie
J. W. McKinnie
Mickey McPhaul
Dwight Morris
Charlie & Ella Mullis
Dale Mullis, Jr.
Louise Mullis
Walker & Ruth Mullis
D. D. NeSmith
Eliot NeSmith
George NeSmith
Gerald NeSmith
Idus NeSmith
Lottie Mae NeSmith
LZ NeSmith
Ray NeSmith
John Osler
Bubba Padgett
Linda Dykes Padgett
Farrell Penland
Phyllis Peterson
Leo Phillips
Newton & Bertie Lee Pinnell
Frank & Frances Porter
Tom Porter
Charles Powell
Jack Powell
Lula C. Powell
Mrs. J. C. Powell
TJ Powell, Sr.
Louie Price
Jessie Proctor
John Proctor, Jr.
John Proctor, Sr.
Billy F/ Purser
Oliver & Mattie Purser
Alida & Bill Quinn
Pat & Frank Quinn
Mark Reese
Willet Reeves
James & Shirley Robinson
Ben & Glenda Rogers
Bill Rooks
Millard & Willie Mae Rooks
Gary Running
Joanne Running
Benjamin Lewis Sams
Willie Sams, Jr.
Russell Sanders
Henry & Janie Sapp
C. J. "Buck" Self
Martha Ann Sheley
Evelyn Self Shepard
Melvin D. Shepard
Amy & Denise Sicker
Betty & Julius Sicker
Jerry Sikes
A. O.& Ellen Smith
Archie R. Smith
Cam Smith
Dana Paige Smith
David Smith
Erika Smith
Julius M. "Pee Wee" Smith
Mike Smith
Norman Smith
Richard G. Smith
Sandra Carter Smith
Wayne O. Smith
Stevie & Lynn Southerland
Ken Stephens
Mille & Bill Stoy
Patrick Stoy
William & Mildred Stoy
Helen A. Studstill
John B. Studstill
Larry Sumner
Doris Swesey
Betty Tapley
Jannie Bell Tharpe
Diane Marcum Thomas
Mayor Gene & Annie Laura Towns
Charlie Tuck
Don Turknett
Dolores Tysl
Steven Vertin
Clyde Wallace
Isaiah Warren
Bob Watson
Shirley Weldon
David Whitaker, Sr.
Brec Whitten
Curtis Wilmore
Johnnie Wilmore, Sr.
J. D. Wright
Dusty Yearty
Patsy Yearty
Jane Zieg

Mike & Maureen Stoy
Eric & Selina Zieg
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis
June NeSmith
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Cathie Davis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Dale & Alice Mullis
Don & Ramona Giles
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Danny & Ellen Mathis
Don & Ramona Giles
Marcia Manning
Marcia Manning
Danny & Ellen Mathis
Danny & Ellen Mathis
Don & Ramona Giles; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis
Don & Ramona Giles
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Cathie Davis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Ambra Rowland
Faye Mullis; Dale & Alice Mullis
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
Susan Osler
Dale & Alice Mullis
Cathie Davis
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Randi Phillips; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Eric & Selina Zieg
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
Bill & Kathy Baldwin
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
June NeSmith
Danny & Ellen Mathis
Danny & Ellen Mathis
Mike & Maureen Stoy
Mike & Maureen Stoy
Cathie Davis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Retia Scott
Retia Scott
Don & Ramona Giles
Stevie & Bonnie Sapp
Marcia Manning
Heather Zaresky
Marcia Manning
Marcia Manning
Mike & Maureen Stoy
Mike & Maureen Stoy
Dale & Alice Mullis
Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles
Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Don & Ramona Giles
Collin & Stacy Leverette
Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles
Randy & Dawne Bryan
Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles
Don & Ramona Giles
Dale & Alice Mullis
Cathie Davis
Mike & Maureen Stoy
Mike & Maureen Stoy
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
John & Diane Giddens
Don & Ramona Giles+A211:B228
Dale & Alice Mullis
June NeSmith
Cathie Davis; Sandy Jarrett
Notta Shine; Brown Family
Cathie Davis
David Smith
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
June NeSmith
Dale & Alice Mullis
Don & Ramona Giles
Dale & Alice Mullis; Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Dale & Alice Mullis
June NeSmith
Faye Mullis: Ed & Sandy Jarrett
Cathie Davis
Lavonia Sams
Lavonia Sams
Dale & Alice Mullis; Cathie Davis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Dale & Alice Mullis
Eric & Selina Zieg

In Memory Of In Memory Of

Academic Angels: Heartland EMS, Dykes Pharmacy, State Bank of Cochran, Mathis Funeral Home 
Scholastic Santas: Choice Insurance, Citizens Bank, Cochran Oil, Daylight Donuts, 
McDaniel's Pharmacy GA Canine Rescue & Rehab; Giddens, Bennett, & Associates; Scott's BBQ 
Educational Elves: BC Childcare, BC Polish Therapy, Bleckley Progress, Cochran Hardware, LaCabana, 
Desperate Designer, Lickity Split, Times Journal Post, Tony's Auto Body 
Knowledgeable Nog: Blossoms & Blooms
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