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The Gordon Public Library's comeback continues.
The 30-year-old library on the Milledgeville 

Highway recently debuted its new Children's Read-
ing Corner, thanks to a donation from the Friends of 
the Gordon Library. 

Meanwhile, the outside of the property also has 
been spruced up with a new shade garden and day 
lily garden, which provide more space for patrons to 
kick back with a good book. The new gardens were a 
collaboration between the Friends of the Gordon Li-
brary and the Wilkinson County Master Gardeners. 
The Master Gardeners club is run through the Geor-
gia Cooperative Extension agency and Georgia 4-H. 
Members must complete a certain number of volun-
teer hours each year to maintain their certification.

The Gordon Public Library sort of bottomed out 
in 2023, when it was forced to temporarily close due 
to mold issues. The comeback has been strong, how-
ever, complete with new carpeting, a new paint job 
and upgrades to the HVAC system.

 The Jeffersonville City Council ap-
proved the city's annual budget at a 
regularly scheduled meeting on Jan. 
12, though the exact figures in the 
budget were not immediately avail-
able. 

Early in the meeting, Water Clerk 
Tameka Walker gave the financial re-
port, reporting a total of all accounts 
amounting to $233,050.09.

After Walker presented the re-
port, Councilwoman Annie Williams 
suggested adding a spreadsheet of 
all total figures for future financial 
reports. Councilwoman Nikki Ste-
phens agreed, explaining that ideally, 
a spreadsheet would give a more de-
tailed report of spending activity over 
a larger period of time. 

Later in the meeting, Mayor 
Charles Williams reminded the coun-
cil they need to start planning a city 
yard sale event scheduled for early 
May, asking them to look into adver-
tising as much as possible in hopes of 
drawing out residents. 

“It’s usually an okay turnout,” he 
said, “But I think it can be even bet-
ter.” 

Councilman Monte Bloodworth 
added that the event will be free to the 
public, but vendors will have to pay a 
$25 vendor’s fee.

During this discussion, Council-
woman Stephens reminded the coun-
cil the city’s Juneteenth celebration 
will also be coming up soon. As she 
explained, the city goes back and forth 
every year between a Juneteenth and 

Fourth of July celebration. This year, 
the city will celebrate Juneteenth. 

Last year, the Fourth of July event 
was a massive success, with visitors 
coming from as far as Atlanta to spend 
the holiday in Jeffersonville. Stephens 
indicated she wanted to keep that mo-
mentum going for Juneteenth. 

As she explained, local participa-
tion usually dips for the Juneteenth 
celebration. 

The council discussed possible 
ways to promote local participation 
at the event. Stephens recommend-
ed getting a local band, and Williams 
suggested members reach out to local 
businesses personally asking them to 
participate. 

“I think if we could bring local 
[businesses], that’s going to attract 
some of the people here familiar with 
us, versus [if] we bring people from 
somewhere else, it’s not going to bring 
the locals out. I think that’s our whole 
purpose - to get the locals out to en-
joy.”

Another topic of conversation at 
the council meeting was the public 
safety report. Police Chief Greg Stone 
disclosed the safety report for Decem-
ber 2025, announcing that Jefferson-
ville police responded to a total of 45 
calls. He shared that, throughout the 
month, there were a total of 2 arrests, 
9 warning citations and 7 hard cita-
tions issued. 

After Stone’s presentation, Coun-
cilman Daniel Young asked Chief 
Stone if there were any leads regard-
ing a recent dog attack. 

Young went on to explain he’s seen 

three dogs, including an “extreme-
ly large Chow” run loose in the area. 
One morning, he said, the Chow trav-
eled to one of the local schools and 
attacked some rabbits that were being 
kept there as part of an FFA program, 
killing them. Young added the dogs 
previously killed a resident’s pet dog 
a few months prior. 

Stone answered Young, saying 
though there weren’t any new de-
velopments in the case Young spoke 
about, a man had been in court and 
was found guilty over the last week for 
dog restraint. 

At one point in the meeting, Mayor 
Williams shared a positive comment 
he received about the police chief. 
According to Williams, somebody 
reached out to him letting him know 
they were pleased with Stone’s pres-
ence at many of the local businesses 
and schools, thanking him for doing a 
“good job.” Williams passed along the 
praise to Stone.

“We give credit when it’s due,” said 
Williams.

Following the mayor’s comments, 
Councilwoman Laura Gallemore re-
quested Stone drive past the senior 
center parking lot every once in a 
while while on patrol. 

“When seniors see a strange car 
coming by,” she explained, “they get 
kind of nervous.” A natural crime de-
terrent, Gallemore shared that seeing 
police nearby might help seniors feel 
safer while at the facility.

Jeffersonville city council met for a regularly scheduled meeting on Jan. 12 where members discussed upcoming events, 
city reports and more. From left to right are Council members Annie Williams, Nikki Stephens and Joseph Albert; Mayor 
Charles Williams; and council members Daniel Young, Laura Gallemore and Monte Bloodworth/CAROLINE WEATHERSBY

A man spent his 
Christmas at the coun-
ty jail in Irwinton after a 
family dispute over food 
in the refrigerator report-
edly turned violent.

A Gordon Police De-
partment officer respond-
ed to a residence in the 
100 block of Green Street 
after a 911 call. Upon ar-
riving, three people were 
in the driveway, including 
the victim, who was hold-
ing a "rag that had a sig-
nificant amount of blood 
on it." The officer then 
"noticed a laceration on 
(the victim's) right hand 
at the base of the middle 
finger near the left knuck-
le." Added the incident 
report: "The cut appeared 
deep and I could see what 
I believed to be a tendon."

Ultimately arrested 

Dupree

Lewis

Gordon Police 
Department stays 
busy over the holidays

By CHRISTIAN MCKEARNEY
Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 2

Jamel Ashley was 
arrested last May and 
charged with aggravated 
assault, accused of "hold-
ing a pair of scissors to a 
student's throat," accord-
ing to the Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation.

The incident occurred 
at Wilkinson County 
Middle School, where 
Ashley was a first-year 
special education in-
structor. Ashley also was 
charged with 12 counts of 
misdemeanor child cruelty, one for every student who 
reportedly witnessed the incident. He made bond two 
weeks later.

Now, however, Ashley is back behind bars after a 
Superior Court judge filed a motion to revoke bond. 
That decision stems from an arrest on Nov. 17, when 
Ashley is accused of leading a Georgia State Patrol offi-
cer on a chase. Ashley, 46, ultimately was charged with 
DUI, fleeing/attempting to elude, as well as three traf-
fic violations.

Wilkinson Co. teachers
under assault lawsuits
By CHRISTIAN MCKEARNEY
Staff Reporter

WILCO ARRESTS
Continued on page 2

Ashley

Jeffersonville City Council approves 
city's annual budget at recent meeting
By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
Staff Reporter

JEFFERSONVILLE
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Fall 2025 Dean’s List 
Harlie Adcock, Baldwin 
Patrick Atkins, Baldwin 
Abigail Aycock, Baldwin 
Jerkavin Brantley, Baldwin 
Beatrice Carrillos, Baldwin 
Montorrik Clayton, Baldwin 
Jamyah Cummings, Baldwin 
Stephanie Deatherage, Baldwin 
Colton Everett, Baldwin 
Shaela Fields, Baldwin 
Alexis Foster, Baldwin 
Lamonica Hill, Baldwin 
Donnivan Hunt, Baldwin 
Makinli Hussey, Baldwin 
Brandy Jones, Baldwin 
Matthew Malone, Baldwin 
Elizabeth Marsh, Baldwin 
Desserae Milner, Baldwin 
Willie Milner, Baldwin 
Alissa Register, Baldwin 
Jessica Shannon, Baldwin 

OFTC announces Fall 2025 
Dean's and President's Lists
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES JOURNAL POST

Gordon Public Library adds kids' corner, gardens
By CHRISTIAN MCKEARNEY
Staff Reporter

Gordon Public Library has added its Children's Reading 
Corner and new gardens/SPECIAL PHOTO

OFTC
Continued on page 2



White Columns Funeral Home
“a friend of the family”

179 Milledgeville Highway
Gordon, GA 31031

Serving Wilkinson County
 for over 50 years

478-628-2200

www.williamsfuneral.net

We’re here to help
Making final arrangements for a 

loved one isn’t easy. 

That’s why compassion goes into 

everything we do. 

We are prepared to arrange any 

special requests you may have.

• Funeral and Memorial Services

• Pre-Planning Arrangements

• Cremation Services

1607A Rice Ave.
Dublin, GA 31021

478-272-2300

111 E. Cherry St.
Cochran, GA 31014

478-934-4561

544 Mulberry St., Ste. 619
Macon, GA 31201

478-745-9644

www.GeorgiaDisabilityLaw.com Call 1-478-272-2300 for FREE CASE EVALUATION

Silas Shepherd, Baldwin 
Chelsee Thomas, Baldwin 
Troy Thomas, Baldwin 
Tenia Veal Merrell, Baldwin 
Ashley Warren, Baldwin 
Armanius White, Baldwin 
Richard Carignan, Banks 
Sarah O'shea, Barrow 
Danasia Dewberry, Bibb 
Savanna Foster, Bibb 
Astin Hill, Bibb 
Alexandra Reid, Bibb 
Aniya Turner, Bibb 
Jamarcus Williams, Bibb 
Heather Bryan, Bleckley 
Trenton Crosby, Bleckley 
Charles Dykes, Bleckley 
Hayden Elmore, Bleckley 
Dakota English, Bleckley 
Samuel Holloway, Bleckley 
Keyira Hunt, Bleckley 
Leala Hutchens, Bleckley 
Alexander Jones, Bleckley 
Shelby Meeks, Bleckley 
Rebekah Miller, Bleckley 
Irianna Moss, Bleckley 
Samuel Mullis, Bleckley 
Matthew Ramage, Bleckley 
Tyler Rewis, Bleckley 
Alexis Rogers, Bleckley 
Makayla Sikes, Bleckley 
Caleb Smock, Bleckley 
Angela Stewart, Bleckley 
Cierra Wells, Bleckley 
Cierra Mills, Bulloch 
Katie Wilson, Bulloch 
Adriana Anderson, Burke 
Jonathon Casares, Burke 
Tyler Flakes, Burke 
Tjuanna Greene, Burke 
Rachel Johnson, Burke 
Shantavia Jones, Burke 
Leonard Mosley, Burke 
Antonio Reed, Burke 
James Ward, Clarke 
Ciera Grace, Clayton 
Teshun Hyman, Columbia 
Teshun Hyman, Columbia 
Kenneth Rogers, Columbia 
Graham Bennett, Crisp 
Olivia Veal, Crisp 
Adeline Nji-Elonge, Dawson 
Natalie Baaklini, Dekalb 
Kaydence Adams, Dodge 
Davesha Banks, Dodge 
Demeris Barrentine, Dodge 
Carter Brown, Dodge 
Kelexius Clark, Dodge 
Karli Coleman, Dodge 
Brittany Deloach, Dodge 
Chloe Dowdy, Dodge 
Hayden Evans, Dodge 
Alyzza Gibson, Dodge 
Jimmy Givens, Dodge 
Daniel Godoy, Dodge 
Bobby Hankinson, Dodge 
Tucker Hart, Dodge 
Abegail Hightower, Dodge 
Sarah Hilliard, Dodge 
Shavinta Hubbard, Dodge 
Markita Jackson, Dodge 
Ariel Jones, Dodge 
Tommie Jones, Dodge 
Mckenzie Karst, Dodge 
Maggie Knight, Dodge 
Nadia Lewis, Dodge 
Briana MacIas, Dodge 
Brody Martel, Dodge 
Jathan McDuffie, Dodge 
Michael McUmber, Dodge 
Gavin Mullis, Dodge 
Maddock Owings, Dodge 
Jillian Oxley, Dodge 
Lynsey Padgett, Dodge 
Laney Peacock, Dodge 
Brianna Reynolds, Dodge 
Cortney Roberson, Dodge 
Harvey Roland, Dodge 
Shane Ryals, Dodge 
Hunter Selph, Dodge 
Mollie Sheffield, Dodge 
Dwayne Simmons, Dodge 
Brannon Skipper, Dodge 
Holly Smith, Dodge 
Alexander Teratol, Dodge 
Ezequiel Villanueva, Dodge 
Jamie White, Dodge 
Karilyn White, Dodge 
Bryce Wimberly, Dodge 
James Wimberly, Dodge 
Allison Yeomans, Dodge 
Brayden Baggett, Emanuel 
Amy Bargeron, Emanuel 
Evelyn Collins, Emanuel 

David Penny, Emanuel 
Fabian Rodriguez, Emanuel 
Johnny Cooper, Glascock 
Blake Daniels, Glascock 
Paisley Downs, Glascock 
Jaylin Gilmore, Glascock 
William Glover, Glascock 
Shelby Hardin, Glascock 
Dakota Hilbert, Glascock 
Rico Hill, Glascock 
Travis Hoague, Glascock 
Jacob Hunnicutt, Glascock 
Jonathan Hunnicutt, Glascock 
Destiny Kitchens, Glascock 
Nathan Kitchens, Glascock 
Natalie Perkins, Glascock 
Steven Renew, Glascock 
Courtney Snider, Glascock 
Matthew Stepp, Glascock 
Mason Turner, Glascock 
Christopher Wilson, Glascock 
Carson Wood, Glascock 
John Batchelor, Hancock 
Cher' Nya Battle, Hancock 
Wyatt Baucom, Hancock 
Mario Chapple, Hancock 
Cesrow Crawley, Hancock 
Rodregus Grier, Hancock 
Kemyius Jackson, Hancock 
Brandon Lay, Hancock 
Za'mya Legette, Hancock 
Caleb Page, Hancock 
Kamya Peavy, Hancock 
Coudez Poole, Hancock 
Jameria Smith, Hancock 
Richard Thompson, Hancock 
Devojia Tucker, Hancock 
Devonta Walker, Hancock 
Deon Webb, Hancock 
Vera Mize, Hart 
Ronnie Thompson, Hart 
Brandi Abbott, Houston 
Grace Filer, Houston 
Chakerria Floyd, Houston 
Jimesa Foster, Houston 
Kyla Kim, Houston 
Annabelle Morse, Houston 
Kendra Singleton, Houston 
Grayson Beaghan, Jackson 
Dakota Musselman, Jasper 
Haylee Rush, Jeff Davis 
Edwin Ambrosio, Jefferson 
Brianna Bradley, Jefferson 
Zaylen Burton, Jefferson 
Jawaylon Davis, Jefferson 
Philip Dillard, Jefferson 
Tyler Drayton, Jefferson 
Richard Ehret, Jefferson 
Jerome Gilmore, Jefferson 
Faith Grady, Jefferson 
Amauri Greene, Jefferson 
Caine Hall, Jefferson 
Tyron Hannah, Jefferson 
Hayleigh Hobbs, Jefferson 
Deandre Holmes, Jefferson 
Martavious Jackson, Jefferson 
Jaydyn Jones, Jefferson 
Devin King, Jefferson 
Kaitlyn Long, Jefferson 
Michaela Madden, Jefferson 
Hannah May, Jefferson 
Kayla McNeely, Jefferson 
Beymar Miguel Perez
Jada Miller, Jefferson 
Ryan Miller, Jefferson 
Jasmine Mims, Jefferson 
Timothy Moore, Jefferson 
Jamekia Morgan, Jefferson 
Kalyn Newsome, Jefferson 
Ryan Phillips, Jefferson 
Caleb Pittman, Jefferson 
Raleigh Poole, Jefferson 
Megan Robinson, Jefferson 
Rodolfo Rodriguez, Jefferson 
Christopher Stone, Jefferson 
Gregg Swiney, Jefferson 
Tamika Swiney, Jefferson 
Jaylan Terrell, Jefferson 
Matthew Treadway, Jefferson 
Jennah Truong, Jefferson 
Walter Tucker, Jefferson 
Benjamin Wheeler, Jefferson 
Jatoria Wilburn, Jefferson 
Kelsey Willingham, Jefferson 
Deondra King, Jenkins 
Ashanti Whitehead, Jenkins 
April Carter, Johnson 
Serenity Dixon, Johnson 
Jakeius Duckworth, Johnson 
Sierra Fisher, Johnson 
Samantha Hooks, Johnson 

Christina Horton, Johnson 
Chloe Ivey, Johnson 
Kayce Lauber, Johnson 
Ziyah Lewis, Johnson 
Robert Phillips, Johnson 
Terrell Pressley, Johnson 
Cedric Rawlings, Johnson 
Geraldo Wesley, Johnson 
Elizabeth Yeomans, Johnson 
Michala Rawlings, Jones 
Shannon Waller, Jones 
Raheem Aaron, Laurens 
Savannah Adams, Laurens 
Ruby Aguilar, Laurens 
Zitionna Allen, Laurens 
Ian Anderson, Laurens 
Jon-David Ashley, Laurens 
Glennetria Askew, Laurens 
Javetta Askew, Laurens 
Colby Bailey, Laurens 
Jacqueline Barnes, Laurens 
Jameria Battle, Laurens 
E’Mari Beauford, Laurens 
Jaiden Benjamin, Laurens 
Zequiah Blackshear, Laurens 
Jacob Blakey, Laurens 
Jessica Blash, Laurens 
Johntavious Bloodsaw, Laurens 
Harlee Blount, Laurens 
Derek Bonner, Laurens 
Luke Bowman, Laurens 
Alicia Brantley, Laurens 
Ashley Brown, Laurens 
Javious Brown, Laurens 
Kyle Brown, Laurens 
Shaquita Brown, Laurens 
Tamika Brown, Laurens 
Asia Bullard, Laurens 
Cameron Burch, Laurens 
Nicholas Caraway, Laurens 
Joanna Carr, Laurens 
Tytianna Carr, Laurens 
Minniya Cason, Laurens 
Samantha Chamness, Laurens 
Britney Channell, Laurens 
Cameron Clark, Laurens 
Abigail Coleman, Laurens 
Darlene Collins, Laurens 
Tony Collins, Laurens 
Zarian Craft, Laurens 
Rakim Darrisaw, Laurens 
Dillon Davis, Laurens 
Grayson Davis, Laurens 
Jeshannah Davis, Laurens 
Jennifer De Los Santos
Dawson Diers, Laurens 
Jalla Dingbulla Winifred 
Rashod Dixon, Laurens 
Stephanie Dudley, Laurens 
Ron Dunaway, Laurens 
Mason Dunn, Laurens 
Erik Durham, Laurens 
Shandricka Dzah, Laurens 
Makenzie Edney, Laurens 
William Edney, Laurens 
Brandon Evans, Laurens 
Brandon Evans, Laurens 
Dwyane Floyd, Laurens 
Jawaun Floyd, Laurens 
Hunter Foskey, Laurens 
Gabrielle Fountain, Laurens 
Adam Francis, Laurens 
Ricardo Franco, Laurens 
Delana Franks, Laurens 
Alyssa Garner, Laurens 
Donald Gillis, Laurens 
Cynthia Gontorwon, Laurens 
Russell Graham, Laurens 
Ashley Grant, Laurens 
Alli Green, Laurens 
Evan Grimes, Laurens 
Isabella Guillot, Laurens 
Simon Halcombe, Laurens 
Arianna Hall, Laurens 
Kiara Hall, Laurens 
Etajia Harden, Laurens 
Logan Harrell, Laurens 
Jamikka Harris, Laurens 
Nakeria Harvey, Laurens 
Loran Hasty, Laurens 
Michael Helms, Laurens 
Weston Hensley, Laurens 
Victoria Herring, Laurens 
Elaina Hester, Laurens 
Jody Hibbert, Laurens 
William-Alexander Hill-Dunk 
Kailyn Hinson, Laurens 
Kierra Horne, Laurens 
Serenity Horne, Laurens 
Garrett Horton, Laurens 
Aiden Houser, Laurens 

Rashad Hutchins, Laurens 
Jordan Hutto, Laurens 
Derek Jackson, Laurens 
Kaleigh Jackson, Laurens 
Kamden Jackson, Laurens 
Jkarra Johnson, Laurens 
John Johnson, Laurens 
S'maeja Jones, Laurens 
Tiara Jones, Laurens 
Petra Kent, Laurens 
Teegin Key, Laurens 
Lacey Kilgore, Laurens 
Kaitlyn Knight, Laurens 
Ethan Leonard, Laurens 
Grayson Lewis, Laurens 
Kemaya Lewis, Laurens 
Roderica Linder Williams 
Joshua Linn, Laurens 
Lauren Loftin, Laurens 
Cailin Lord, Laurens 
Chandler Lord, Laurens 
Kemonie Loyd, Laurens 
Lydia Luecke, Laurens 
Shawn Luque, Laurens 
Dean Lybrand, Laurens 
Jeremiah MacK, Laurens 
Mackenzie Mallory, Laurens 
James Marcus, Laurens 
Jemimiah McClendon, Laurens 
Alijaha McDowell, Laurens 
Kira Melton, Laurens 
Daniella Mendoza, Laurens 
Khadjah Miller, Laurens 
Taylor Mimbs, Laurens 
Jeb Mobley, Laurens 
William Moses, Laurens 
William Moses, Laurens 
Erika Moye, Laurens 
Kaylee Mullis, Laurens 
Vanessa Najera-Corona
Leslie Neria-Perez, Laurens 
Australia Norris, Laurens 
Kimberly O'quinn, Laurens 
Chance Oliver, Laurens 
Morgan Page, Laurens 
Ajanae Parks, Laurens 
Breanna Raffield, Laurens 
E'maria Ransom-Scruggs
Nicholas Reddish, Laurens 
Lauren Reed, Laurens 
Demondre Rhyne, Laurens 
Kellie Ricks, Laurens 
Whitney Roady, Laurens 
Za’Khia Robinson, Laurens 
Johnny Rowland, Laurens 
Amaudjae Rozier, Laurens 
Jacobi Rozier, Laurens 
Rafel Rozier, Laurens 
Takia Rozier, Laurens 
Jon'nica Russell, Laurens 
Marissa Saavedra, Laurens 
Kaylee Sanchez, Laurens 
Martavis Sanders, Laurens 
Jackson Scott, Laurens 
Katelyn Sipes, Laurens 
Astrid Smith, Laurens 
Darrell Smith, Laurens 
Kenyatta Smith, Laurens 
Robert Smith, Laurens 
Kyan Snead, Laurens 
Melinda Snelgrove, Laurens 
Tabatha Solorio, Laurens 
Robdricka Stanley, Laurens 
Dalton Stephens, Laurens 
Jennifer Taylor, Laurens 
Jordan Thomas, Laurens 
Timothy Thompson, Laurens 
Dametre Timmons, Laurens 
Kenya Timmons, Laurens 
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In other news, Councilman Young told 
the council he was in talks with the Geor-
gia Forestry Commission to plan a field 
burning at the city plant. 

As he explained, the field regular-
ly grows over with weeds, and in lieu of 
mowing, the Georgia Forestry burns it 
once a year to keep the growth at bay. 
Though the field was not burned last 
year, Young said that after consulting 
with the forestry, they agreed it needed to 
be burned this year.

Young told the council he would meet 
with the forestry again soon to discuss the 
fee the commission plans to charge the 
city, but he warned they shouldn’t wait 
much longer. The grass would need to 
be burned soon, before the grass got “too 
green” and would resist burning, which 
he said he believed would be by March.

“It’s just going to get worse if we don’t, 
so it’s a good time to do it now before ev-
erything starts turning green.”

Another topic of conversation Monday 
night concerned a proposal for a new city 
vehicle. 

Mayor Williams first mentioned the 
proposal at a council meeting in Decem-
ber. 

The current car, which members of the 
council use to travel for conferences, is a 
dark, tinted, repurposed patrol car. Be-
cause of this, Williams explained, other 
drivers on the road respond to the car as 
they would a police car. They slow down, 
stop or even pull off to the side of the road 
to allow the car to pass.

William proposed the city look into 
getting a second vehicle for the council 
to use when traveling for city matters, 
saying he worried this innocent mistake 
could cause a major hazard for the road-
ways.

“I don’t want to put anybody in a sit-
uation where we’re going to training and 
things like that [happen],” said Williams. 
“I wanted to propose to the council that 
we get another vehicle for training. That 
way, nobody’s in harms way.”

On Monday, it was brought up again 
briefly. Williams told the council he want-
ed to table the topic until the following 
meeting in February, after he’s had time 
to crunch the numbers.

While Ashley's case was winding 
through the court system, another case 
involving a Wilkinson County School Dis-
trict employee was filed. This time around, 
the mother of a Wilkinson County Primary 
student is seeking $1 million in damages 
after she claims that her son was injured 
during an incident at WCPS. According 
to the lawsuit, the child, who was 5 at the 
time, was injured after a teacher's aide "vi-
olently (slammed the child's hand) in the 
door of a classroom." The aide was named 
as Joshua Chatman. The child's family is 
being represented by Sam Hart of the Doz-
ier Law Firm in Macon.

As a result, the child "suffered a left 
middle finger open proximal phalanx frac-
ture and lacerations on his left middle, left 
ring and left pinky fingers," according to 
court records. "Surgery to repair the frac-
ture and subsequent physical therapy" 
amounted to $44,191, added the lawsuit. 

The plaintiff also contends that "the 
Wilkinson County School District was 
negligent in retaining Mr. Chatman as an 
employee."

and charged with one count of aggravated 
assault was Terrell Shawn Lewis, 56. Lewis 
and the victim are related, and both live in 
the same house on Green Street. Lewis de-
nied that a knife was involved and instead 
insisted that he threw a spatula across the 
kitchen, which caused the laceration.

Meanwhile, the GPD arrested the same 
man twice within a span of 11 days. Grego-
ry Kyle Dupree, 38, was locked up the first 
time and charged with one count of crim-
inal trespass. The second time around, 
meanwhile, Dupree was charged with 
possession of a Schedule 1 controlled sub-
stance, possession of drug related objects, 
as well as driving with a suspended license.
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Food, Fun, Fellowship
at St. John CME Church

On Saturday, Jan. 17, the 
St. John CME Church will 
cook together and share a 
meal. Sign up by calling the 
church (478) 628-5276 and 
leaving your name and con-
tact information. The dead-
line to sign up is Wednes-
day, Jan. 14  and the cost is 
$5 to supplement the food. 
The event will take place at 
St. John CME Church, 159 
College St., Gordon.

RELIGION DIGEST



Pursuant to O.C.G.A & 21.2-379.6 (c) notice is hereby given that the logic and 

accuracy testing on the voting equipment that will be used in the March 17, 2026, 

special  election in Wilkinson County will be publicly performed at GED Building 

located at 8159 Ga Hwy 57, McIntyre, Ga. 31054.  Testing on all voting 

equipment will begin on Monday, February 2, 2026, beginning at 8 am and will 

continue from day to day until completed.  Members of the public are invited to 

observe the preparation and testing of all equipment to be used.   The election 

supervisor and registrar will conduct testing.  Pursuant to O.C.G.A & 21-2-492 

Computation, canvassing, and certification of election results will begin on 

Wednesday March 18, 2026, unless otherwise posted and will continue from day 

to day until complete.

The last date to request an absentee ballot for the March Special Election is March 

6, 2026, at 11:59 pm. Advance Voting (in-person will begin on Monday February 

23, 2026, through Friday March 13, 2026, during the hours of  9am-5pm at the 

Wilkinson County Courthouse. We will have 2 mandatory Saturday voting days. 

February 28  & March 7 from 9 am to 5 pm. Election Day voting is Tuesday 

March 17, 2026, from 7:00 a.m to 7:00 p.m. at your assign polling location.  We 

are located in the courthouse in the Elections & Registrar’s Office Rm# 133. For 

more information regarding testing and/or your voter registration status, contact 

the elections’ office at 478-946-2188.

Wilkinson County Board of Elections and Registrations

Kelly S. Chatman

Election Superintendent

Notice of Qualifying for May General Primary Election/Nonpartisan Election
Wilkinson County, Georgia

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §21-2-131(1) (A), the following qualifying fees have been set:

County Commissioner Chairman    $234.00

County Commissioner    $180.00

Qualifying dates are Monday March 2, 2026, through Friday March 06, 2026, at 12:00 noon.  
Qualifying will be conducted by the Democratic and Republican parties and locations will be 
announced later by each party.  Independent candidate qualifying will also be held during this 
time. The Primary Election will be held May 17, 2026.  The deadline for registering to vote in 
the Primary is April 20, 2026. The General Election will be held on November 3, 2026.  
Absentee ballots will be available at least 45 days prior to each election. For more information 
about qualifying and/or the elections, contact the elections office at 478-946-2188 or by 
emailing mailto:kchatman@wilkinsoncounty.net 

CITY OF COCHRAN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

�e City of Cochran Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Monday, 
February 2, 2026, at 6:00 PM in the City Auditorium, 102 N Second Street, Cochran, 
Georgia, to consider a petition for Conditional Use submitted by Elevation Worship 
Ministries International for property located at 123 N Fi�h Street and identi�ed as 
Parcel ID A15 165 and A15 153.

�e purpose of the petition is to allow the establishment of a combined church 
campus and hybrid academy on the subject properties.

�e Cochran City Council will hold a subsequent public hearing and take �nal action 
on this petition on Tuesday, February 10, 2026, at 6:00 PM in the City Auditorium, 
102 N Second Street, Cochran, Georgia.

�e public is invited to attend. For additional information, please contact the City of 
Cochran at (478) 934-6346.

ATLANTA — The federal govern-
ment will give Georgia nearly $219 
million to bolster health care in 126 
rural counties, under a program 
established by President Donald 
Trump's signature budget reconcil-
iation bill passed in July.

The distribution, announced 
Monday, is part of a $10 billion 
allotment to the 50 states during 
the federal fiscal year that began in 
October, with another $40 billion 
to be divvied among them in equal 
installments during the following 
four fiscal years.

Half of the money is being dis-
tributed equally, meaning less 
populous states will get more per 
person. The other half is being 
split based on a variety of factors, 
including rural population, the 
proportion of rural health facilities 
and "the situation of certain hospi-
tals" in each state, according to the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS).

Georgia got more than all neigh-
boring states, with the seventh 
largest sum nationally — $333,000 
ahead of Nebraska and $3 million 
behind Kansas. Texas got the most 
money at over $281 million.

Georgia's application by the De-
partment of Community Health 
targeted 126 of the state's 159 coun-
ties, excluding the Atlanta metro 
area and other populous regions, 
such as Athens, Dalton, Macon, 
Rome, Savannah and Valdosta.

The application said the state's 
initiative — the Georgia Rural En-
hancement and Transformation 
of Health program — would focus 

on "root causes" of disease and on 
"strengthening the continuum of 
care" in rural areas.

“This funding will help move us 
forward in strengthening our rural 
providers while bringing cost-sav-
ing innovations to the state’s health 
system," Gov. Brian Kemp said in a 
statement.

The federal Rural Health Trans-
formation program was authorized 
by Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act. A government description says 
the money must be used for things 
like "evidence-based, measurable 
interventions," "consumer-facing, 
technology-driven solutions" for 
chronic disease, or training for use 
of "technology-enabled solutions" 
for delivering care.

Program goals include more 
"efficiency and sustainability," en-
couraging "the growth of innova-
tive care models" and fostering "in-
novative technologies that promote 
efficient care."

The money comes as thousands 
of Georgians will see a spike in 
their premiums under the federal 
Affordable Care Act.

Democrats criticized the One Big 
Beautiful Bill for its impact on that 
program and on Medicaid — and on 
rural health care. U.S. Sen. Raphael 
Warnock visited Evans Memorial 
Hospital in Claxton in August be-
cause, his office said, the hospital 
had to cut $3.3 million a year due 
to the budget reconciliation bill. 
The Georgia Hospital Association 
warned in a letter to Republican 
leaders in the U.S. Senate in June 
that the bill as it was written then 
would "devastate" rural health 
care, putting dozens of rural hospi-
tals at risk of closure.

Federal government will 
give $219 million to state
to bolster rural healthcare
By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA – Flu activity 
is widespread and severe in 
Georgia, and cases are likely to 
increase following the holidays 
and as Georgians return to 
work and school. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention also projects a severe 
flu season.

The Department of Public 
Health strongly urges individ-
uals who have not gotten a flu 
shot yet and have no medical 
conditions preventing them 
from doing so to take advan-
tage of the health benefits the 
flu vaccine provides as soon as 
possible.

 The CDC recommends that 
individuals over the age of six 
months receive a once-yearly 
flu vaccine – not just for their 
own protection, but to protect 
others around them who may 
be more vulnerable to the flu 
and its complications, includ-
ing the elderly and immuno-
compromised. It takes about 
two weeks after vaccination for 
antibodies that protect against 
flu to develop in the body, so 
now is the time to get a flu shot.

Even those who get the flu, 
the vaccine can help prevent 
severe illness, hospitalization, 
and, in extreme cases, death, 
health officials say. Those with 
questions are urged to consult 
with a health care profession-
al (such as a licensed medical 
doctor, nurse, or other practi-
tioner) for questions about the 
flu shot.

The flu vaccine is widely 
available at public health de-
partments, doctors’ offices, 
grocery stores, neighborhood 
clinics and pharmacies.

Flu symptoms and their se-
verity can vary from person to 
person and may include fever, 
cough, sore throat, runny or 
stuffy nose, body aches, head-
ache, chills and fatigue. Some 
people are at higher risk of de-
veloping serious complications 
if they get sick. This includes 
people 65 years and older, 
people of any age with certain 
chronic medical conditions 
such as asthma, diabetes, or 
heart disease, pregnant wom-
en, and children younger than 
5 years old, but especially those 
younger than 2.

In some cases, health care 
providers may recommend 
antiviral drugs to treat the flu. 
Antiviral drugs are prescrip-
tion medications and are most 
effective when taken within 48 
hours of symptom onset.

There are other tried and 
true measures individuals can 
take to help prevent the spread 
of flu:

Frequent and thorough 
handwashing with soap and 
warm water. Alcohol based 

gels are the next-best thing for 
those who don’t have access to 
soap and water.

Cough or sneeze into the 
crook of your elbow or arm to 
help prevent the spread of the 
flu.

Avoid touching your face, as 
flu germs can get into the body 
through the mucus membranes 
of the nose, mouth and eyes.

Those who are sick, stay 
home from school or work. Flu 
sufferers should be free of a fe-
ver, without the use of a fever 
reducer, for at least 24 hours 
before returning to school or 
work.

Individuals who are caring 
for a sick individual at home 
should keep them away from 
common areas of the house 
and other people as much as 
possible.

For more information about 
flu and how to prevent it, log 
on to dph.ga.gov/flu. Moni-
tor Georgia's weekly influenza 
reports at dph.georgia.gov/
flu-activity-georgia. The re-
ports are updated on Fridays.

STAFF REPORTS

The state may see an upcoming severe flu season
/Photo courtesy of Georgia Department of Public Health

Flu activity widespread in Georgia
CDC projects severe upcoming flu season
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Dear Henry, Noah and 
Samuel Knox Wansley,

It looks like it is your turn 
to receive some unsolicited 
advice from an old man who 
has been dispensing it since 
your daddy and his cous-
ins were about your age. 
That has been a long time. 
I’m not sure how much of 
it they found helpful, but I 
hope some of it stuck. Much 
of what I have to say to you 
comes from my own life ex-
periences — good and bad.

Some of this may be a 
little premature, since you 
three range from shedding 
baby teeth to learning to 
read, but I thought I should 
share my thoughts while I 
am still able to do so. I hope 
you will at least put this note 
away and use it as a refer-
ence in the years ahead.

One thing that has 
changed dramatically in the 
years since I began this ex-
ercise is that the world in 
which you live has gotten 
infinitely more complicated, 
thanks to rapid advances in 
technology. Technology is a 
double-edged sword. There 
is much good to be derived 
from it. In your lifetime, 
you may witness cures to 
diseases unimagined in my 
lifetime. Tours to faraway 
planets. Driverless automo-
biles that can fly. And who 
knows what else?

There is also a dark side 
to technology. Misinforma-
tion can be spread at the 
speed of light. People can 
accuse, insult, slander and 
malign with complete ano-

nymity. Our electrical grid, 
our telephone network, our 
financial and defense sys-
tems are vulnerable to bad 
actors around the world. 
And there is the question of 
artificial intelligence and its 
impact on the future.

It is striking that none 
of this was a subject for 
discussion in my previous 
annual letters to your dad 
and his cousins. That is how 
much things have changed 
in such a short period of 
time. And yet much has not 
changed. The basics are still 
the basics, although given 
the above premise, applying 
them will be a challenge for 
you at times.

Fortunately, you three 
boys live in a stable envi-
ronment with two loving 
parents. Consider your-
selves blessed. Your par-
ents are working hard to 
raise you right. Love them 
and appreciate them even 
when you may disagree with 
them. And, on occasion, you 
surely will. Being a parent is 
not an easy job. I know that 
firsthand.

Thanks to generations of 
forebears, you have inher-
ited a good name. Do noth-
ing to besmirch it by some 
careless thought or deed. 
Whenever it is spoken, read 
or written, make sure it will 
make your family proud.

Be a friend to everyone 
but pick your friends care-
fully. Don’t try to be popu-
lar. Be yourself. There will 
be those who will try to 
drag you down to their lev-

el. By setting a good exam-
ple, hopefully you can bring 
them up to yours.

Never say anything you 
don’t mean so you won’t 
give anyone any reason not 
to trust your word. That is 
another way of saying don’t 
lie. In my long years on this 
earth, I can’t remember a lie 
that was beneficial to any-

one.
Go to bed each night sat-

isfied you did your very best 
that day, whether it was in 
the classroom, on the soc-
cer field or when no one was 
looking. These days only 
come one at a time. We have 
no guarantees there will be 
a tomorrow. Be your best 
with every day you are giv-
en.

Life doesn’t offer short-
cuts so don’t go looking for 
them. Deal with life as it 
comes. There will be days of 
disappointment and times 
of frustration. We have all 
experienced them. You will, 
too. Stay strong. Be confi-
dent. Try to keep things in 
perspective. This, too, shall 
pass.

There is a God. I believe 
that with all my heart and 
you should, too. God is not 
Protestant or Catholic, Jew-
ish or Muslim. God is God. 
Too many people try to 

justify their prejudices and 
narrow-mindedness by in-
voking the name of God. Ig-
nore them. They are bigots. 
And when you have doubts 
— as you surely will — just 
look at the magnificent 
symmetry of the universe. 
This stuff didn’t just hap-
pen. Believe. Believe in God.

There is a pretty good 

chance I won’t be around 
to see you reach adulthood, 
but I am confident that even 
with all the challenges you 
will face, this will be a bet-
ter world because you are in 
it. Thank you for letting me 
share these thoughts with 
you. Now, go forward and 
do good.

Love, Pa

DICK YARBROUGH

Some observations that need to be shared with three great-grandsons

I’m going to get a haircut 
this week. Please try to con-
tain your excitement over 
this.

The lady that cuts my 
hair has been doing so about 
thirty years. My first haircut 
with her was quite random. 
I just dropped into one of 
the several places in Cobb 
County’s Cumberland Mall 
when I determined things 
had grown a bit shaggy 
sometime around Atlanta’s 
hosting of the 1996 Olym-
pics.

We’ve since moved from 
mitigating cow licks to re-
ceding hair lines. I now 
know her not only to be 
kind, but an amazing per-
son. Despite me having 
moved to the Georgia coast 
years ago, no one has cut my 
hair since we met but her.

She works hard six days 
a week. I’ve listened to sto-
ries about her raising two 
sons, and now her third 
grandson. She’s seen me at 
my best and helped get me 
through my worst. There 
was a too long stretch of 
several months in there 
where she wouldn’t accept 

payment from me, knowing 
I didn’t really have her mea-
ger fee to spare. I’m proud 
to call her a friend.

There’s something about 
a barber or stylist that gets 
people talking. I guess once 
you’ve let someone into 
your personal space and 
alter your appearance you 
have already accepted a cer-
tain level of trust. Real talk 
occurs during haircuts.

Over three decades, 
we’ve had our share of real 
conversations. We know 
many of each other’s prob-
lems and worries. We know 
a lot about each other’s fam-
ilies. We know where we’re 
coming from in dealing with 
our day to day, which brings 
me to the point of telling 
you more about her.

She has a slight but beau-
tiful accent with her perfect 
command of English, but 
her native language is Farsi. 
She was born in Iran. Her 
religion is Baha’i Faith. Her 
story is pure American.

I had never heard of her 
religion until she told me 
about her journey. Her fam-
ily had to escape Iran when 

the late Shah was over-
thrown in the 1970’s.

Baha’i is a peaceful re-
ligion that is politically ag-
nostic. Their followers are 
often the first people target-
ed by religious fundamen-
talists during revolutions, 
and often executed, as the 
oppressors can make a point 
to all other groups while re-
ceiving little pushback from 
Baha’is.

Her family first fled to a 
neighboring country, then 
Canada, and after several 
months made it to Amer-
ica. Her sons know their 
native culture and country 
well, but have been raised 
as Americans. This is now 
their forever home.  

I’m old enough to re-
member the revolution, as I 
was about 10 as it unfolded. 
Much of my political aware-
ness was galvanized by the 
events of that era.

Economically, the oil 
embargos produced a stag-
flation that caused inflation 
much worse than we’ve ex-
perienced over the past few 
years. We also saw our na-
tional might openly ques-

tioned and mocked by the 
new regime holding 52 hos-
tages from our embassy in 
Tehran for 444 days.

The Ayatollahs have 
used their oil money not for 
the Iranian people, but to fi-
nance a terror network that 
has destabilized the middle 
east and openly threatened 
and undermined the west. It 
is understandable why most 
Americans view Iran as an 
enemy, if not the enemy.

Through our years of 
visits, I’ve grown to under-
stand an Iran that once was. 

It’s what Iran still is in the 
heart and soul of many ex-
patriates as well as those 
who live oppressed under 
the current regime.

There remains a great 
pride of an Iran that had the 
most educated population 
in the region. It was for-
ward thinking. It combined 
centuries of culture with a 
hip vibe. The standard of 
living for most Iranians was 
among the best in the world. 
There are strong hopes and 
dreams of what Iran might 
one day be again.

There have been upris-
ings against the current re-
gime several times since our 
haircuts began. We’ve dis-
cussed them all.

Each time, you could see 
and hear the hope and de-
termination. You could also 
see the stoic resolve that 
a now half century of per-
sistence has mandated.

Maybe this is the time 
that the people can live 
freely. Maybe Iran can one 
day be a leader again in the 
west, instead of being the 
chief architect and financier 
attempting to undermine it. 

But maybe the wait will con-
tinue.

Thus far, at least pub-
licly, America has only sent 
words of encouragement to 
those protesting for change. 
What we know for certain 
is that things are becoming 
increasingly violent. Those 
fighting for peace are liter-
ally putting their lives on 
the line.

We also know that re-
gime change has open possi-
bilities. What happens next, 
even if the Ayatollah falls, 
will likely be messy. “They 
lived happily ever after” is 
an ending reserved for fairy 
tales, not global politics.

I’m looking forward to 
my haircut not because I’m 
overdue, but because there 
will be a warm hug. On my 
end, it will be one of en-
couragement and of shared 
hope.

Say a prayer for those 
in Iran and what they must 
endure over the days and 
weeks ahead. Their success 
will influence if not outright 
determine our next chap-
ters in world history.

Here are some of my thoughts on a three decade-long friendship and Iran

CHARLIE HARPER
GEORGIA POLITICS

One of the most pleasant 
features to a sojourn to this 
extraordinary river city is 
landing at the Louis Arm-
strong Airport and hearing 
the comforting sounds of 
the jazz impresario, wafting 
leisurely in the atmosphere. 
You just feel good when you 
disembark.

The city has upgraded 
its airport with enamoring 
class, allowing it to show-
case one of the most attrac-
tive and pleasant terminals 
anywhere.

Satchmo’s resplendent 
rendition of “Way Down 
Yonder in New Orleans,” 
on the house speaker sys-
tem elevates your mood and 
takes the stress out of the 
baggage claim routine and 
ordering transportation to 
the Vieux Carre, the heart of 
a city that has a bevy of in-
fluences – Spanish, French 
and African.

On occasions when I 
have visited Thomas Jef-

ferson’s home in Monticel-
lo and his memorial in our 
nation’s capital, I always 
toasted one of his greatest 
decisions, which was the 
Louisiana Purchase which 
he orchestrated. I gave Na-
poleon Bonaparte equal 
applause when I stood by 
his tomb beneath the dome 
of les Invalides in Paris. 
Our young country, led by 
a visionary president, paid 
France roughly $15 million 
dollars in 1803 which dou-
bled the size of the U.S. of A.

My introduction to this 
vibrant city came in 1957 
when UGA track coach 
Spec Towns had money left 
over in a budget and had to 
spend it or lose it. He paid 
the way for three of us to 
fly to New Orleans and take 
part in a cross-country race 
of five miles down the city’s 
historic Canal Street. I still 
have the medal I was giv-
en for participating in the 
race. It was known as the 

“Turkey Day Race,” which 
took place Thanksgiving 
morning. Since that time, I 
have made countless trips 
to “Nola,” one of the city’s 
many nicknames and have 
many friends here. How 
sweet that is.

One of the most interest-
ing introductions regarding 
the city came about was 
the result of a book which 
I read while traveling the 
Seine River one summer in 
France.

A friend, who owned a 
boat was taking a trip up the 
Seine to Compiegne and in-
vited us to join him. He had 
a book, “Pegasus Bridge,” 
by the historian Steven Am-
brose which I read on our 
Seine excursion. On my next 
trip here, I went out to the 
University of New Orleans 
to meet Ambrose. He sub-
sequently invited me to his 
50th anniversary seminar of 
the D-Day invasion. He also 
connected me with a dozen 
or more WWII participants 
from Canada to the U.K., 
France, Belgium and Ger-

many. I treasured spending 
time with each of them on 
their turf and hearing their 
accounts of the war.

Ambrose’s D-Day con-
ference also included NBC’s 
Tom Brokaw, who wrote the 
book, “The Greatest Gen-
eration,” and Tom Hanks 
who was the lead actor in 
“Saving Private Ryan.” He 
also invited Viscount David 
Montgomery, the son of the 
British General, Bernard 
Montgomery. “Monty” was 
praised for his success at El 

Alamein (Egypt) but casti-
gated for his vanity and ar-
rogance.

You could spend a week 
at this terrific museum and 
find yourself needing to re-
turn for more – it is a splen-
did documentation of WW 
II and is masterfully pre-
sented with the best in tech-
nology, offering insights 
and definitive detail that il-
luminate the war’s captivat-
ing history.

Those who spend time in 
the Crescent City and feast 
on its food, jazz and limitless 
attractions and don’t incor-
porate time for the World 
War II museum, would be 
like going to Commander’s 
Palace and ordering scal-
lops with dehydrated citrus 
peel, oven dried kale, salt 
cured breakfast, watermel-
on radishes, whipped Lou-
isiana blue crab roe and 
then passing on the popular 
restaurant’s creole bread 
pudding souffle.

Fortunately, with fre-
quent stops here over the 
years, I have dined at most 

all the famous restaurants. I 
have experienced side trips 
throughout the state includ-
ing to Breaux Bridge, Lafay-
ette, Avery Island and have 
taken in the Cajun Grand 
Ole Opry at Eunice where 
a good time was enjoyed by 
all.

The only thing I haven’t 
done, which is regrettable, 
is that I never found the 
time to spend time fishing 
the bayous, swamps and 
rivers of a state which bills 
itself as a “Sportsman’s Par-
adise.”

I’ve enjoyed New Or-
leans and “all that jazz.” I 
have driven across the state 
and have taken a French 
writer-friend on an extend-
ed tour of the Louisiana 
hinterlands and have expe-
rienced triumph and heart-
break in the Superdome.

I’m a passionate aficio-
nado of N’awlins and will 
always eagerly wait for a 
return trip to a city which 
most of us can’t get enough 
of.

New Orleans, Louisiana

LORAN SMITH
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Legals

Bleckley Co. Legals

C25-143

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, BLECKLEY COUNTY
Under and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in a certain Construction Se-
curity Deed from Rivertown Builders, LLC 
to The Citizens Bank of Cochran dated 
October 7, 2024 and recorded at Deed 
Book 484, Page 28, Clerk’s Office, Bleckley 
County Superior Court, Georgia Records, 
conveying the after-described property 
to secure a Note in the original principal 
amount of $245,600.00, with interest at 
the rate specified therein, there will be sold 
by the undersigned at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash before the Court-
house door of Bleckley County, Georgia, 
within the legal hours of sale on February 
3, 2026 (being the first Tuesday of said 
month unless said date falls on a Federal 
Holiday), the following described property: 
All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being in Land Lot 197 of the 24th 
Land District, Bleckley County, Georgia, 
being known and designated as Lot A-18, 
consisting of 1.82 acres, Evergreen Creek 
Subdivision, according to a plat of survey 
prepared by Robert L. Story, Georgia 
Registered Land Surveyor No. 1853, dat-
ed November 17, 2022, and recorded in 
Plat Book E150, Page 118, Clerk’s Office, 
Bleckley Superior Court.  Said plat and 
the record thereof are incorporated herein 
by reference.  The debt secured by said 
Construction Security Deed has been and 
is hereby declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, failure to 
pay the indebtedness as and when due 
and in the manner provided in the Note 
and Construction Security Deed. The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, as provided in the 
Construction Security Deed and by law, 
including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been given). 
Said property is commonly known as Lot 
A-18 Evergreen Drive, together with all 
fixtures and personal property attached to 
and constituting a part of said property, if 
any. To the best knowledge and belief of 
the undersigned, the party (or parties) in 
possession of the subject property is Riv-
ertown Builders, LLC, a tenant or tenants 
thereof.   The Citizens Bank of Cochran is 
the entity or individual designated who shall 
have full authority to negotiate, amend and 
modify all terms of the mortgage c/o Fricks 
Person Tourville, LLC, 466 S. Houston Lake 
Rd., Ste. A, Warner Robins, Georgia 31088, 
478-333-6502.  Note, however, that such 
entity or individual is not required by law 
to negotiate, amend or modify the terms of 
the loan. Said property will be sold subject 
to: (a) any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), (b) unpaid water or 
sewage bills that constitute a lien against 
the property whether due and payable or 
not yet due and payable and which may 
not be of record, (c) the right of redemption 
of any taxing authority, (d) any matters 
which might be disclosed by an accurate 
survey and inspection of the property, 
and (e) any assessments, liens, encum-
brances, zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record superior 
to the Construction Security Deed first 
set out above. The sale will be conducted 
subject to (1) confirmation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code; and (2) final confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan with the holder of 
the Construction Security Deed. Pursuant 
to O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1, which 
allows for certain procedures regarding the 
rescission of judicial and non-judicial sales 
in the State of Georgia, the Deed Under 
Power and other foreclosure documents 
may not be provided until final confirma-
tion and audit of the status of the loan as 
provided immediately above.  The Citizens 
Bank of Cochran, as attorney-in-fact for 
Rivertown Builders, LLC.  Robert Abney 
Fricks, Sr., Fricks Person Tourville, LLC, 
466 S. Houston Lake Rd., Ste. A, Warner 
Robins, Georgia 31088.  Telephone (478) 
333-6502.  THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS 
A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

C25-139

The Courier Herald 
115 S Jefferson Street 
Dublin, Georgia 31021 

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY OF BLECKLEY 

IN RE: DENNIS MARION ELLIS, DE-

CEASED 

All debtors/creditors of the Estate of Dennis 
Marion Ellis, deceased, of  Bleckley County, 
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned  according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make  immediate payment of 
the undersigned.  
This 18th day of December 2025. 
Christopher Ellis 
c/o Kindall Browning-Rickle, Esq. 
P.O. Box 4939 
Eastman, Georgia 31023 

December 25, 2025, January 1, 8, 15, 
2026

C26-003

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY OF BLECKLEY 

IN RE: MANDY NESMITH SCOTT, DE-

CEASED 

All debtors/creditors of the Estate of Mandy 
NeSmith Scott, deceased, of  Bleckley 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned  according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make  immediate payment 
of the undersigned.  
This 8th day of January 2025. 
Michael Scott, Jr. 
c/o Kindall Browning-Rickle, Esq. 
P.O. Box 4939 
Eastman, Georgia 31023 

January 15, 22, 29, 2026, February 5, 
2026

C26-001

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, BLECKLEY COUNTY
 Under and by virtue of the Power of 
Sale contained in a Security Deed given by 
James M Cumbie, Suzanne M Cumbie to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as grantee, as nominee for Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation, its successors 
and assigns dated February 10, 2021, 
recorded in Deed Book 450, Page 407, 
Bleckley County, Georgia Records, as 
last transferred to Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation by assignment recorded 
in Deed Book 493, Page 441, Bleckley 
County, Georgia Records, conveying the 
after-described property to secure a Note 
in the original principal amount of ONE 
HUNDRED EIGHTY-THREE THOUSAND 
EIGHT HUNDRED EIGHTY-TWO AND 
0/100 DOLLARS ($183,882.00), with 
interest thereon as set forth therein, there 
will be sold at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash before the courthouse door 
of Bleckley County, Georgia, or at such 
place as may be lawfully designated as an 
alternative, within the legal hours of sale 
on the first Tuesday in February, 2026, the 
following described property: 
SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF
 The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due be-
cause of, among other possible events of 
default, failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner provided 
in the Note and Security Deed. The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including attor-
ney’s fees (notice pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 
13-1-11 having been given).
 Said property will be sold subject to any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including 
taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), the right of redemption of any 
taxing authority, any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey and in-
spection of the property, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and any matters of 
record including, but not limited to, those 
superior to the Security Deed first set out 
above. Said property will be sold on an 
“as-is” basis without any representation, 
warranty or recourse against the above-
named or the undersigned.
 Freedom Mortgage Corporation is the 
holder of the Security Deed to the property 
in accordance with OCGA § 44-14-162.2.
 The entity that has full authority to 
negotiate, amend, and modify all terms of 
the mortgage with the debtor is: Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation, 11988 Exit 5 Pkwy 
Bldg 4, Fishers, IN 46037, 855-690-5900.
 Note, however, that such entity is not 
required by law to negotiate, amend or 
modify the terms of the loan.
 To the best knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the party in possession of the 
property is James M Cumbie and Suzanne 
M Cumbie or a tenant or tenants and said 
property is more commonly known as 163 

Jones Rd, Cochran, GA 31014. Should a 
conflict arise between the property address 
and the legal description the legal descrip-
tion will control.
 The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) 
to final confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the security 
deed.
Freedom Mortgage Corporation
 as Attorney in Fact for 
James M Cumbie, Suzanne M Cumbie
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
1544 Old Alabama Rd
Roswell, GA 30076
www.foreclosurehotline.net
EXHIBIT “A”
All that tract or parcel of land, situate, lying 
and being in Land Lot 85 of the 21st Land 
District, Bleckley County, Georgia, contain-
ing 24.57 acres and consisting of a 23.70 
acre tract and a 0.87 acre tract, both as 
shown on a plat of survey recorded in Plat 
Book 6, Page 126, Clerk’s Office, Bleckley 
Superior Court. Said plat and the recorded 
copy thereof are incorporated by reference 
for all purposes.
Being the same property as conveyed from 
Joseph T. Pilcher and Mary Jo Pitcher to 
James M. Cumbie and Suzanne M. Cumb-
ie, as joint tenants with survivorship and not 
as tenants in common, for and during their 
joint lives, and upon the death of either of 
them, then to the survivor of them, as set 
forth in Deed Book 388, page 28, dated 
10/01/2013, recorded 10/04/2013, BLECK-
LEY County, GEORGIA.
Tax ID: B51 084
MR / JD     February 3, 2026
Our file no. 25-19895GA-FT17
25-19895GA

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

C25-141 

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF BLECKLEY

IN RE: ESTATE OF LUCILE AR-

RINGTON ALLIGOOD, DECEASED.

 All creditors of the estate of Lucile 

Arrington Alligood, deceased, late of 

Bleckley County, are hereby notified 

to render their demands to Richard M. 

McNeely, attorney for Mary Frances 

Alligood McNure, Administrator of the 

Lucile Arrington Alligood Estate, at P. 

O. Box 767, Swainsboro, Georgia 30401, 

according to law, and all persons indebt-

ed to said estate are required to make 

immediate payment of any indebtedness 

due the estate.

 This 18th day of December, 2025.

     RICHARD M. MCNEELY,

Attorney for Mary Frances Alligood 

McNure   

Administrator of the 

Estate of Lucile Arrington Alligood

Richard M. McNeely, P.C.

P. O. Box 767

Swainsboro, Georgia 30401

(478) 237-4225

December 25, 2025, January 1, 8, 15, 

2026

C25-140

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

GEORGIA, BLECKLEY COUNTY
  All creditors in the ESTATE OF HOW-
ARD G. BRIGGS, deceased, late of Bleck-
ley County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to Joseph C. Spurlin, 
attorney for said estate, at P.O. Box 7566, 
Tifton, Georgia 31793, in accordance with 
Georgia law, and all persons indebted to 
said estate are required to make immediate 
payment to said attorney.
  This 18th day of December 2025.
       / s / J o s e p h  C . 
Spurlin       
  Joseph C. Spurlin

December 25, 2025, January 1, 8, 15, 
2026.

C25-142

REQUEST FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICA-

TION

CASE NUMBER:  JU-2025-369.02 

PETITIONER: CALHOUN COUNTY DE-

PARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES

IN THE MATTER OF: Gideon King Phil-

lips Steele, a minor child, DOB: April 

1, 2025

TO:   Laura Ashley Steele, mother, 

whose whereabouts are unknown.

A Petition has been filed in this Court re-

questing that the parental rights of Lau-

ra Ashley Steele, mother, whose where-

abouts are unknown, be terminated and 

that the permanent custody of the minor 

child be vested in the State of Alabama 

Department of Human Resources.  You 

must file an answer to said Petition to 
Terminate Parental Rights within four-

teen (14) days of perfection of service 

by publication or a judgment by default 

may be rendered.  Your answer is to be 

filed in the Juvenile Court of Calhoun 
County, Alabama, at the Calhoun County 

Courthouse.  You are further notified of 
your right to counsel to represent you, 

and if you are unable to afford counsel, 

one will be appointed by the Court to 

represent you in this proceeding.  A 

parent has the right to representation 

of an attorney in a dependency or a 

termination of parental rights trial, and, 

if indigent, the Court may appoint an 

attorney if requested.  Should the par-

ent desire a court-appointed attorney, 

application should be made immediately 

upon receipt of notice of the action, by 

contacting the Juvenile Court Intake 

Office at 256-231-1731.  This case is set 
for trial on February 23, 2026 at 1:30 p.m.

DONE this the 19th day of December, 

2025.

KIM MCCARSON, CIRCUIT CLERK         

Attorney for Petitioner:

Kenneth F. Gray, Jr. (GRA092)

Assistant Attorney General

Calhoun County Department of Human 

Resources

P. O. Box 1869

Anniston, AL 36202

256-240-2073

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

C25-144

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

BLECKLEY 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

GERRY RAY MADDOX, DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 2025P82 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 

NOTICE 
TO:
and to whom it may concern: 
TRACY M. JONES 
has petitioned for TRACY M. JONES 
to be appointed administrator(s) of the es-
tate of GERRY RAY MADDOX deceased, 
of said county. (The petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of re-
ports, waiver of statements, and/or grant 
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.) All interested persons are here-
by notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or before 
FEBRUARY 9, 2025 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Jonathan R. Fordham
Judge of the Probate Court 

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

C26-002

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 

RE: ESTATE OF RHONDA D. GIBBENS, 
DECEASED 

All creditors of the Estate of Rhonda D. Gib-
bens, deceased, late of Bleckley County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to Executor.
Gloria D. McNease, Executor 
234 Ninth Street 
Cochran, GA 31014 

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

Twiggs Co. Legals

T25-082

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: 

ELIZABETH BARLOW 

ESTATE NO. P-25-072 
NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR 

YEAR’S SUPPORT 
The petition of Johnny Carl Barlow, for 
a Year’s Support from the estate of Eliz-

abeth Barlow, deceased, for decedent’s 
Surviving Spouse, having been duly filed, 
all interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause, if any they have, on or before 
January 12, 2026, why said petition should 
not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed on or 
before the time stated in the preceding 
sentence. All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Gary Nobles, Jr. 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Diane H. Robinson 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
425 Railroad Street North P. O. Box 186 
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044 
478-945-3390 

December  25, 2025 & January 1, 8, 15, 
2026 

T25-084

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: 

ELIZABETH BARLOW 

ESTATE NO. P-25-072 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR 

YEAR’S SUPPORT 

The petition of Johnny Carl Barlow, for 
a Year’s Support from the estate of Eliz-

abeth Barlow, deceased, for decedent’s 
Surviving Spouse, having been duly filed, 
all interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause, if any they have, on or before 
January 12, 2026, why said petition should 
not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed on or 
before the time stated in the preceding 
sentence. All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Gary Nobles, Jr. 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Diane H. Robinson 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
425 Railroad Street North P. O. Box 186 
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044  
478-945-3390 

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

T25-083

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: 

BRUCE EVERETT STILLE 

DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. P-25-045 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR 

YEAR’S SUPPORT 

The petition of Shelby Jean Stille, for a 
Year’s Support from the estate of Bruce 

Everett Stille, deceased, for decedent’s 
surviving spouse, having been duly filed, 
all interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause, if any they have, on or before 
January 19, 2026, why said petition should 
not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed on or 
before the time stated in the preceding 
sentence. All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Gary Nobles, Jr. 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Diane H. Robinson 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
425 Railroad Street North P. O. Box 186 
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044 
478-945-3390 

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

T25-081

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS 

COUNTY STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: BRUCE EVERETT STILLE DE-

CEASED 

ESTATE NO. P-25-045 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR 

YEAR’S SUPPORT 

The petition of Shelby Jean Stille, for a 
Year’s Support from the estate of Bruce 

Everett Stille, deceased, for decedent’s 
surviving spouse, having been duly filed, 
all interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause, if any they have, on or before 
January 19, 2026, why said petition should 
not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed on or 
before the time stated in the preceding 
sentence. All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Gary Nobles. Jr. 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Diane H. Robinson 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
425 Railroad Street North P. O. Box 186 
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044.  
478-945-3390 

December 25, 2025, January 1,8, 15, 
2026 

T26-002

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS 

COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

JOYCE YOUNG MITCHUM, DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. P-26-002 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 

NOTICE 

TO: TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 

Jessica M. Blizzard has petitioned to be 
appointed administrator of the estate of 
Joyce Young Mitchum deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12- 261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before February 9, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Honorable Gary Nobles, Jr. 

Judge of Probate Court 

By: Diane H. Robinson 

Clerk of the Probate Court 

Twiggs County Probate Court 

425 Railroad St. N P. O Box 186 

Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044 

478-945-3390 

January 15, 22, 29, 2026, February 5, 
2026

T25-085

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

TWIGGS COUNTY, GEORGIA

In RE:  Estate of Edwin R. Robinson, Sr., 
deceased.
All creditors of the estate of Edwin R. 

Robinson, Sr., deceased, late of Twiggs 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according 
to law and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment to me.
This 22nd day of December, 2025.
   Faith Nicole Lucas and Melis-

sa Clark Robinson, Co-Administrators   
   Estate of Edwin R. Robinson, 

Sr.
John D. Newberry
Newberry & Newberry
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 844
Gray, GA  31032
(478) 986-5141

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

Wilkinson Co. Legals

W26-001

TS # 2024-10926-GA
Notice Of Sale Under Power
Georgia, Wilkinson County Under and by 
virtue of the Power of Sale contained in 
that certain Security Deed given by Larry 
S Bennett, a married person to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
Grantor, as nominee for Freedom Mort-
gage Corporation, its successors and 
assigns, dated 6/12/2014, and recorded on 
6/13/2014, in Instrument No.: --, Deed Book 
357, Page 849, Wilkinson County, Georgia 
records, along with Scrivener’s Affidavit 
recorded 12/16/2024  in Deed Book 00420 
and Page 00521, and again Scrivener’s 
Affidavit recorded 09/25/2025  in Deed 
Book 00426 and Page 0135  as last as-
signed to Freedom Mortgage Corporation 
by assignment recorded on 8/15/2024 in 
Instrument No.: -- Deed Book 00418, Page 
00105,  conveying the after-described prop
erty to secure a Note in the original principal 
amount of $88,369.00, with interest thereon 
as provided for therein, there will be sold at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for cash 

WILKINSON COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT

 JOB OPENING

1 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS

HOURS: Monday through Friday 7:00-3:30
FULL TIME POSITION (40 hours per week)

Heavy Equipment Operator applicant must hold a valid Class B 
CDL license. �is position includes but is not limited to: operating 
vehicles, dump trucks, motor graders, backhoes, and other heavy 
equipment. Applicant will also perform duties such as laying pipes, 
patching roads, and may operate a lowboy.  Successful applicant 
must pass a BACKGROUND CHECK and DRUG SCREEN.

Applications are available at www.wilkinsoncounty.net under 
the jobs tab. Application may be emailed to lbene�eld@
wilkinsoncounty.net, mailed to Wilkinson County Commissioners 
O�ce ATTN: Lindsey Bene�eld PO Box 161 Irwinton, Ga 31042 
or turned in to Wilkinson County Commissioners O�ce at 100 
Bacon Street Irwinton, GA 31042. 

Wilkinson County is an equal opportunity employer.

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS  JANUARY 23, 2026
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before the Courthouse door of Wilkinson 
County, Georgia, within the legal hours of 
sale on 2/3/2026, the following described 
property: All Those Tracts Or Parcels Of 
Land Situate Lying And Being In The 331st 
(Ramah) G.M. District And In The 5th Land 
District Of Wilkinson County, Georgia, 
Being Shown As Lot Number WF-29 And 
Lot Number WF-30, Section Twenty-Five, 
Tract “C”, In The Subdivision In And At 
Ivey, Georgia, Known As Holiday Hills Lake 
Tchukolako Development, According To 
A Plat Of Survey Recorded In Plat Book 
7, Page 106 In The Office Of The Clerk 
Of Superior Court Of Wilkinson County, 
Georgia, Said Lots Have Such Size, Shape 
And Dimensions As Shown On Said Plat, 
Which By Reference Thereto Is Made A 
Part Hereof. Less And Except All That Tract 
Or Parcel Of Land Lying And Being In Land 
Lot 46 Of The 27th Land District And/Or 331 
Georgia Militia District Of Wilkinson County, 
Georgia, Being More Particularly Described 
As Follows: Beginning At A Point 39.53 Feet 
Right Of And Opposite Station 12+200.777 
On The Construction Centerline Of Fall Line 
Freeway On Georgia Highway Project No. 
FLF-540 (19); Running Thence Northeast-
erly 154.174 Feet Along The Arc Of A Curve 
(Said Curve Having A Radius Of 1959.859 
Feet And A Chord A Distance Of 154.135 
Feet On A Bearing Of N 27° 15’ 18.3” E) To 
The Point 57.84 Feet Right Of And Opposite 
Station 12+246.514 On Said Construction 
Centerline Laid Out For Fall Line; Thence S 
43° 53’ 30.8” E A Distance Of 36.52 Feet To 
A Point 90.29 Feet Right Of And Opposite 
Station 12+241.511 On Said Construction 
Centerline Laid Out For Fall Line; Thence S 
18°18’47.5” W A Distance Of 73.40 Feet To 
A Point 92.26 Feet Right Of And Opposite 
Station 12+220.000 On Said Construction 
Centerline Laid Out For Fall Line; Thence 
S 19°03’41.0” E A Distance Of 132.83 Feet 
To A Point 22.84 Feet Left Of And Opposite 
Station 1+053.647 On Said Construction 
Centerline Laid Out For South Lakeview 
Dr.; Thence Northwesterly 52.600 Feet 
Along The Arc Of A Curve (Said Curve 
Having A Radius Of 403.107 Feet And 
A Chord Distance Of 52.563 Feet On A 
Bearing Of N 51°36’00.9”W) To The Point 
19.71 Feet Left Of And Opposite Station 
1+038.222 On Said Construction Centerline 
Laid Out For South Lakeview Dr.; Thence 
N 55°20’18.4”W A Distance Of 91.22 Feet 
Back To The Point Of Beginning, Containing 
0.226 Acres, More Or Less. Map And Parcel 
Number: V05-001 (Lot 30) And V05-002 
(Lot 29) Said Property Is Conveyed Sub-
ject To And With Notice Of The Following 
Matters: (A) Drainage Easements, Building 
Set Back Lines, And Other Matters Shown 
On The Aforesaid Subdivision Plat; (B) 
General Utility Easements And Road Right 
Of Way Grants And Easements, Including 
Those Of Record In Deed Book 318, Pages 
47-51; Deed Book 227, Pages 38 And 41; 
And Deed Book 248, Page 502, Aforesaid 
Clerk’s Office; And, (C) Restrictions Of 
Record In Deed Book 147, Page 365, 
Aforesaid Clerk’s Office.. Said property is 
commonly known as 103 Lakeview Dr S 

Ivey, GA 31031. The indebtedness secured 
by said Security Deed has been and is here-
by declared due because of, among other 
possible events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as and when due and in the 
manner provided in the Note and Security 
Deed. The debt remaining in default, this 
sale will be made for the purpose of paying 
the same and all expenses of the sale, as 
provided in the Security Deed and by law, 
including attorneys’ fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorneys’ fees having been given). 
The entity having full authority to negoti-
ate, amend or modify all terms of the loan 
(although not required by law to do so) is: 
Freedom Mortgage Corporation, Attention: 
Loss Mitigation Department, 11988 EXIT 5 
PKWY BLDG 4 FISHERS IN 46037-7939, 
Telephone No.: (855) 690-5900. Nothing 
in O.C.G.A. Section 44-14-162.2 shall be 
construed to require the secured creditor 
to negotiate, amend, or modify the terms 
of the security instrument. Said property 
will be sold subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes which are a 
lien, whether or not now due and payable), 
any matters which might be disclosed by 
an accurate survey and inspection of the 
property, any assessments, liens, encum-
brances, zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and any other matters of 
record superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above. To the best knowledge and 
belief of the undersigned, the party(ies) in 
possession of the property is (are) Larry S 
Bennett, a married person or tenant(s) or 
other occupants. The sale will be conducted 
subject to (1) confirmation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code, (2) final confirmation and audit of 
the status of the loan with the holder of the 
Security Deed, and (3) any right of redemp-
tion or other lien not extinguished by fore-
closure. The sale is conducted on behalf 
of the secured creditor under the power of 
sale granted in the aforementioned secu-
rity instrument, specifically being Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation as Attorney in Fact 
for Larry S Bennett, a married person. 

Nestor Solutions, LLC 214 5th Street, Suite 
205, Huntington Beach, California  92648, 
(888) 403-4115, TS # 2024-10926-GA. 
For sale information, visit: https://www.
nestortrustee.com/sales-information.com 
or call (888) 902-3989.

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

W26-003

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF WILKIN-

SON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

Louise Cummings, DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 316 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE 
TO: Felicia Cummings and to whom it may 
concern: 
Felicia Cummings has petitioned for Feli-

cia Cummings to be appointed administra-
tor(s) of the estate of Louise Cummings 
deceased, of said county. (The petitioner 
has also applied for waiver of bond, 
waiver of reports, waiver of statements, 
and/or grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted. All 
objections to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such objec-
tions, and must be filed with the Court on 
or before February 9, 2025. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Bradasia A. Mims 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Carol Hadnett
Clerk of the Probate Court 
Wilkinson County Probate Court 
100 Bacon St 
Irwinton, GA 31042 
478-946-2222 

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

W26-004

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF WILKIN-

SON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

Cecil James Howard Jr., DECEASED 

ESTATE NO. 315

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE 

TO: Deidra Patrice Howard and to whom 
it may concern: 
Deidra Patrice Howard has petitioned 
for Deidra Patrice Howard to be ap-
pointed administrator(s) of the estate of 
Cecil James Howard Jr deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All 
interested persons are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before February 9, 2025. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Bradasia A. Mims 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Carol Hadnett
Clerk of the Probate Court 
Wilkinson County Probate Court 
100 Bacon St 
Irwinton, GA 31042 
478-946-2222 

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026
_________________________________
W26-002

Notice of Sale Under Power. State of Geor-
gia, County of WILKINSON. Under and 
by virtue of the Power of Sale contained 
in a Deed to Secure Debt given by EVA 
JO HERRIN to MORTGAGE ELECTRON-
IC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. 
(‘’MERS’’) AS NOMINEE FOR QUICKEN 
LOANS INC. , dated 01/15/2020, and Re-
corded on 01/21/2020 as Book No. 00389 
and Page No. 0541 0558, WILKINSON 
County, Georgia records, as last assigned 
to ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A 
QUICKEN LOANS, LLC (the Secured 
Creditor), by assignment, conveying the 
after described property to secure a Note 
of even date in the original principal amount 
of $64,753.00, with interest at the rate 
specified therein, there will be sold by the 
undersigned at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash at the WILKINSON County 
Courthouse within the legal hours of sale 
on the first Tuesday in February, 2026, 
the following described property: TAX ID 
NUMBER(S): G12 059 
LAND SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF 
WILKINSON IN THE STATE OF GA
BEING PARTS OF LOTS 10, 11 AND 12 
IN BLOCK 'C' AS SHOWN ON A PLAT 
AND SURVEY OF THE A.G. LAMAR 
SALE, SAID PLAT BEING OF RECORD IN 
PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 16 IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CLERK OF THE WILKINSON 
COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT, WHICH 
PLAT IS INCORPORATED HEREIN BY 
REFERENCE THERETO, AND EACH 
LOT FRONTING ON GEORGIA AVENUE 
A DISTANCE OF FIFTY (50') FEET, 
ALL LYING AND BEING IN ONE BODY, 
AND HAVING LOCATED THEREON A 
DWELLING HOUSE AND BEING NOW OR 
FORMERLY BOUNDED AS FOLLOWS: 
NORTH BY LANDS OF MR. AND/OR MRS. 
H.C. BLANKENSHIP, EAST BY ELAM 
STREET, WEST BY LANDS OF RALPH 
W. WATKINS; SOUTH BY GEORGIA 
AVENUE.
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 125 ELAM ST, 

GORDON, GA 31031 2504

THE PROPERTY ADDRESS AND TAX 
PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
LISTED ARE PROVIDED SOLELY FOR 
INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES The debt 
secured by said Deed to Secure Debt has 
been and is hereby declared due because 
of, among other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as and when 
due and in the manner provided in the Note 
and Deed to Secure Debt.  Because the 
debt remains in default, this sale will be 
made for the purpose of paying the same 
and all expenses of this sale, as provided 
in the Deed to Secure Debt and by law, 
including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been given). 
ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A QUICK-
EN LOANS, LLC holds the duly endorsed 
Note and is the current assignee of the 
Security Deed to the property. ROCKET 
MORTGAGE, LLC, acting on behalf of and, 
as necessary, in consultation with ROCK-
ET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A QUICKEN 
LOANS, LLC (the current investor on the 
loan), is the entity with the full authority to 
negotiate, amend, and modify all terms of 
the loan. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44 14 
162.2, ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC may 
be contacted at: ROCKET MORTGAGE, 
LLC, 635 WOODWARD AVE., DETROIT, 
MI 48226, 800 508 0944. Please note that, 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44 14 162.2, the 
secured creditor is not required to amend 
or modify the terms of the loan.  To the best 
knowledge and belief of the undersigned, 
the party/parties in possession of the 
subject property known as 125 ELAM ST, 
GORDON, GEORGIA 31031 is/are: EVA JO 
HERRIN or tenant/tenants. Said property 
will be sold subject to (a) any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien, but not yet due and payable), 
(b) any matters which might be disclosed 
by an accurate survey and inspection of 
the property, and (c) all matters of record 
superior to the Deed to Secure Debt first 
set out above, including, but not limited to, 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, easements, restrictions, cov-
enants, etc.  The sale will be conducted 
subject to (1) confirmation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code; and (2)  final confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan with the holder of 
the security deed. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
Section 9 13 172.1, which allows for certain 
procedures regarding the rescission of 
judicial and nonjudicial sales in the State 
of Georgia, the Deed Under Power and 
other foreclosure documents may not be 
provided until final confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan as provided in the 
preceding paragraph. ROCKET MORT-
GAGE, LLC F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS, LLC 
as Attorney in Fact for EVA JO HERRIN. 
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
00000010656627 BARRETT DAFFIN 
FRAPPIER TURNER & ENGEL, LLP 4004 
Belt Line Road, Suite 100 Addison, Texas 
75001 Telephone: (972) 341 5398. 

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

Grady Toney, Laurens 
Randi Mae Tucker
Samantha Villanueva, 
Laurens 
Lanitra Walden, Laurens 
Andrew Walker, Laurens 
Dasia Walker, Laurens 
Whitney Walker, Laurens 
Gavin Warnock, Laurens 
Riley Warnock, Laurens 
Keaton Warren, Laurens 
Neal Warren, Laurens 
Antwan Watkins, Laurens 
Kalie Watson, Laurens 
Jeremiah White, Laurens 
Kelley Wilds, Laurens 
Hannah Wilkinson
Anna Williams, Laurens 
Evan Williams, Laurens 
India Williams, Laurens 
Keira Williams, Laurens 
Frank Withrow, Laurens 
Stephanie Wood, Laurens 
Amerie Woodard, Laurens 
Avery Woodard, Laurens 
Melvin Woodard, Laurens 
Melissa Workman, Laurens 
Jade Wright, Laurens 
Velvet Lynn Yelverton 
Vendela Young, Laurens 
Brandon Zuckerman 
Kylie Nixon, Macon 
Kaytlin Buffa, Madison 
Kailey Forehand, Madison 
Mallory HufstetlerZ 
Joshua Leedahl, Madison 
Maurico Elam, McDuffie 
Yolanda Richardson
Marlene Albart, Montgomery 
Kelsy Brinson, Montgomery 
Brittany Hansen, Morgan 
Adeline Shuman, Morgan 
Jasper Morrison, Newton 
Charlie Briley, Peach 
Ashley Mansfield, Pulaski 
Brandon Covington, Putnam 
Lola Davis, Putnam 
Jalesha Farley, Putnam 
Jacob Hudson, Putnam 
Tamill Nelson, Putnam 
Duran Calles, Richmond 
April Edwards, Richmond 
Tjuanna Greene, Richmond 
Javeon Harris, Richmond 
Bryson McCray, Richmond 
Edward Pollard, Richmond 
Kaylee Boone, Telfair 
Landon Carey, Telfair 
Leann Case, Telfair 
Laina Dixon, Telfair 
Kayla Farrar, Telfair 
Cassie Henderson, Telfair 
Jessica Hendrix, Telfair 
Jada Hilliard, Telfair 
Emily Holland, Telfair 
Leonel Juarez-Andrade 
Elizabeth Kelly, Telfair 
Ryan Livingston, Telfair 
Presley Peacock, Telfair 
Sophee Pickle, Telfair 
Llesica Sanchez, Telfair 
Holly Smith, Telfair 
Anallelia Sosa Rodriguez 
Alexander Spires, Telfair 
Shauntae Taylor, Telfair 
Bryon Thomas, Telfair 
Talia Thomas, Telfair 
Autumn Ussery, Telfair 
Yomoka Zanders, Telfair 
Christine Mobley, Toombs 
Anton Platov, Toombs 
Rusty Warf, Toombs 
Jake Cross, Treutlen 
Benjamin Gillis, Treutlen 
Toni Harrell, Treutlen 
Gionni Horne, Treutlen 
Tyrica Jackson, Treutlen 
Brandon Jones, Treutlen 
Shelby Kicklighter, Treutlen 
Choyce Shivers, Treutlen 
Tyrese Blackshear, Twiggs 
Levi Deason, Twiggs 
Delaney Foley, Twiggs 
Hope Henderson, Twiggs 
Logan Smith, Twiggs 
Chelsie Easley, Walton 
Zoie Remick, Walton 
William Stewart, Walton 
Skyla Aycock, Warren 
Jamari Hand, Warren 
Teashia Harris, Warren 
Darriana Haywood, Warren 
Christian Johnson, Warren 
Kyla Johnson, Warren 
Markeisseia Luke-Hudson 
Jacob Mullis, Warren 
Sofia Paradiso, Warren 
Sade Reynolds, Warren 
Shantinique Walker
John Ware, Warren 
Jakhi Wheeler, Warren 
Armonie Wiley, Warren 
Erin Williams, Warren 
Erin Williams, Warren 
Cooper Andrew
Ashantee Bailey
Maya Barnes, Washington 
Ashlie Barron, Washington 
Tristyn Bechtold
Reid Benfield, Washington 
Chad Boomershine
Jaqururis Bridges
Sara Bridges, Washington 
Keyaundria Burnett

Angel Burnham
Angelique Carlyle
Justin Cheely, Washington 
Jaquez Collins
Tucker Collins
Gannon Conley
James Croome
Chase Daniel, Washington 
Kimberly Davis, Washington 
Lamia Davis, Washington 
Kristopher Farmer
Brittany Ford, Washington 
Jacklin Forehand
Cody Hancock
Ce'lexyia Harris
Madison Hart, Washington 
Ola Hart, Washington 
Tanijah Holsey, Washington 
Chaz Hudson, Washington 
Trenton Irvin, Washington 
Damarrion Jackson 
Teyica Jenkins, Washington 
Jukilo Johnson, Washington 
Nkosi Johnson, Washington 
Shalanda Johnson
Shaquonta Johnson 
Starlexyia Johnson
Shanbreka Jordan
Shaun Jordan, Washington 
Ka'mariuna Kitchens, 
Washington 
Jaquavious Latimer, 
Washington 
Janiya Lawrence, 
Washington 
Payten Leverett, 
Washington 
Natasha Lewis, 
Washington 
Meriel Lindsey, 
Washington 
Bryce Lovett, Washington 
Siniya Lowery, Washington 
Keon May, Washington 
Walker Maze, Washington 
Chloe McNutt, Washington 
Hanna McNutt, Washington 
Sha’Destiny Mearidy, 
Washington 
Mia Mobley, Washington 
Thomas Moye, Washington 
Jameshia Nelson, 
Washington 
Vedika Patel, Washington 
Devonte Petty, 
Washington 
Devonte Petty, 
Washington 
Laney Poole, Washington 
Karmen Prosser, 
Washington 
Ukeithia Rainey, 
Washington 
Skylar Ramage, 
Washington 
Brice Rhodes, Washington 
Charles Rhodes, 
Washington 
Ashlee Roman, 
Washington 
Chasty Scott, Washington 
Jaquane Tharpes, 
Washington 
Chayson Tillman, 
Washington 
Jessica Tucker, 
Washington 
Wesley Underwood, 
Washington 
Lee Waddell, Washington 
Timothy Walls, 
Washington 
Kasashi Wells, Washington 
Shanell White, 
Washington 
Landon Wood, 
Washington 
Michaela Brown, Wheeler 
Carlos Delgadillo, Wheeler 
Journee Geter, Wheeler 
Tyler Harris, Wheeler 
Micah Henry, Wheeler 
Randa Pope, Wheeler 
Shaquarius Wooten, 
Wheeler 
Sheila Wheatley, Wilkes 
Dawson Bass, Wilkinson 
Josie Bridges, Wilkinson 
Laila Chatman, Wilkinson 
Trey Chatman, Wilkinson 
Keenan Clayton, 
Wilkinson 
Humberto Gonzalez, 
Wilkinson 
Chandler Greene, 
Wilkinson 
Jordan Harrington, 
Wilkinson 
Peyton Herndon, 
Wilkinson 
George Hogge, Wilkinson 
Cameron Marcus, 
Wilkinson 
Devin Mercer, Wilkinson 
Jahanna Robinson, 
Wilkinson 
 
Fall '25 President’s List 
Muriel Bryan, Baldwin 
Shelby Manoylov, Baldwin 
Courtney Blumer, Bibb 
Brittney Alvarez, Bleckley 
Mckinley Johnson, 
Bleckley 
Emily Tomberlin, Bleckley 
Ryan Murphy, Chatham 

Natalie Newell, Coffee 
Xochil Baker, Dodge 
Jalen Bray, Dodge 
Ahmaurie Brown, Dodge 
Casey Hester, Dodge 
Caiden Knight, Dodge 
Chase Knoblock, Dodge 
Brittany White, Dodge 
Fred Wilson, Dodge 
Whitney Wilson, Dodge 
Ann Little, Dooly 
Tanisha Herrington, 
Emanuel 
Hayden Davis, Glascock 
Dyneius Goodson, 
Glascock 
Breana Jones, Glascock 
Cardiff Price, Gwinnett 
Millette Giddens, Houston 
Kendall Smith, Houston 
Briana Wade, Houston 
Makaylia Adams, Jefferson 
Alayna Wiggins, Jefferson 
Terry Jones, Jenkins 
Quanareous Brantley, 
Johnson 
Charles Copeland, 
Johnson 
Karessa Hinson-Sherwood, 
Johnson 
Shawn Rothery, Johnson 
Zane Scott, Johnson 
Damon Daniels, Jones 
Erika Delcid-Lopez, Jones 
Tiffany Marsh, Jones 
Logan Acree, Laurens 
James Allen, Laurens 
Sara Arthur, Laurens 
Jaynie Baggett, Laurens 
Jasmine Baxter, Laurens 
Nicholas Berry, Laurens 
Jaden Brown, Laurens 
Maci Brown, Laurens 
Ashley Butler, Laurens 
Zanaiyah Cheeks, Laurens 
Nyasia Coley, Laurens 
Brittany Coney, Laurens 
Gracie Cox, Laurens 
Emily Currie, Laurens 
Joel Ethridge, Laurens 
Evelyn Gonzalez, Laurens 
Katlynn Gordon, Laurens 
Jose Gutierrez, Laurens 
Harry Haag, Laurens 
Alexis Haigh, Laurens 
Jordan Hall, Laurens 
Piper Horne, Laurens 
Spencer Jerdon, Laurens 
Zykierria Johnson, 
Laurens 
Lauren Jones, Laurens 
Gillian Keller-Smith, 
Laurens 
Joshua Lacy, Laurens 
Bailey Leach, Laurens 
Andre Lewis, Laurens 
Julia McKinnon, Laurens 
Claire McMiller, Laurens 
Hanna Meacham, Laurens 
Halie Montgomery, 
Laurens 
Darriane Plummer, 
Laurens 
Deanna Roberson, 
Laurens 
Franklin Roberts, Laurens 
Emily Strickland, Laurens 
Seth Toole, Laurens 
Gloria Werner, Laurens 
Avery Williams, Laurens 
Jaelyn Wilson, Laurens 
Brandon Xicotencatl, 
Laurens 
Dawkins Varner, 
Out-Of-State 
Lauren Adams, Telfair 
Anslie Brantley, Telfair 
Adisyn Lewis, Telfair 
Beth Muse, Telfair 
Sierra Stokes, Telfair 
Quinn Wood, Telfair 
Destiny Brooks, Treutlen 
Jason Cauley, Treutlen 
Makinlee Cox, Treutlen 
Heaven Cross, Treutlen 
Michaela Holmes, Treutlen 
Johnathan Crutchfield, 
Twiggs 
Kailyn Outlaw, Twiggs 
Tytiyonna Wright, Twiggs 
Jailee Allen, Warren 
Yuri Burten, Washington 
Tommie Foster, 
Washington 
Dylan Helton, Washington 
Mallory Hodges, 
Washington 
Jaden Lawrence, 
Washington 
Maggie Singletary, 
Washington 
Destiny Steadman, 
Washington 
Tyre Tucker Jr, 
Washington 
Rancelyn Evans, Wheeler 
Daniel Mancio, Wheeler 
Megan Mancio, Wheeler 
Owen Stokes, Wheeler 
Jeremiah Chatman, 
Wilkinson 
Ella Childree, Wilkinson 
Alyssa Lane, Wilkinson 
James Rempala, 
Wilkinson
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CITY CLERK – City of Gordon

The City of Gordon is accepting applications for a City Clerk (Exempt position). This role oversees city 
administrative operations including official records, budgeting and finance, utility billing, payroll, 
business licensing, elections, customer service, and public meetings. Serves as Clerk to the Mayor and 
City Council and coordinates municipal elections and court records.

Qualifications:� High School diploma required; Bachelor’s degree preferred. Minimum of five (5) years 
of progressive office or administrative management experience, preferably in municipal government. 
Experience with billing, accounting principles, payroll, public records, elections, and customer service 
required.

Application Deadline:� Please submit all applications to Gordon City Hall by January 23, 2026, at 
4:00 PM.

The City of Gordon is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

City of Gordon – Part-Time Job Opening

The City of Gordon is accepting applications for a Part-Time Administrative 
Assistant.

Duties include:� Customer service, answering phones, accepting payments, data 
entry, filing, and general office support.

Minimum requirements:� High School Diploma or GED, basic computer and math 
skills, and a valid Georgia driver’s license.

Work location:� Gordon City Hall

Application Deadline:� All applications must be submitted to Gordon City Hall by 
4:00 PM on January 23, 2026.

The City of Gordon is an Equal Opportunity Employer.



Shopping carts and living at the end of civilization
 Like most people, Sylvan 

Goldman wanted to make 
more money. 

 The businessman knew 
what it was like to lose it all. 
He had lost what most folks 
would call a fortune in the 
stock market crash, but to-
wards the end of the Great 
Depression he had once 
again found success and 
financial freedom. But of 
course, you can never make 
too much money. 

 In 1937, Goldman was 
owner of Humpty Dumpty, 
a chain of supermarkets in 
Oklahoma City. One night, 
he whiled away the hours in 
his office pondering up a way 
to move more groceries from 
his shops. Inspired by metal 
framed folding chairs and 
with the help of a young me-
chanic well on his way to be-
ing a mad scientist, Goldman 
developed the first shopping 
cart, a simple wire basket on 
a frame with wheels. 

 On June 4, he unveiled 
his invention to his custom-
ers. Goldman's hopes of in-
stantly doubling his sales 
were anything but trium-
phant. Shoppers shied away 
from this Frankenstein's 
monster of a device. Men 
laughed at it. They wouldn't 
dare be caught pushing a 
basket for help, but pre-
ferred to carry everything in 
their arms like gorillas build-

ing a nest. Women scoffed at 
the buggies. Society already 
forced all domestic roles on 
them and they didn't want 
to spend more time pushing 
around what was essentially 
a baby carriage. 

 Thus the shopping cart 
had a dismal debut. 

 But Goldman, being the 
astute person that he was, 
did what any entrepreneur 
with disposable income 
would do: He hired beauti-
ful people to walk around his 
shops pushing the carts. 

 It's funny what hap-
pens to humans when we 
see attractive people doing 
something. We think doing 
the same thing makes us 
attractive. Soon, people ev-
erywhere were shopping for 
groceries with the aid of bug-
gies. 

 To get revenge on people 
for at-first rejecting his revo-
lutionary retail aid, Goldman 
later invented shopping cart 
advertisements, selling only 
to real estate and insurance 
agents and wheels that last 
no longer than six months 
and cause carts to constantly 
drift to the left. 

 Have you ever pushed a 
brand new shopping cart? 
It's one of the greatest plea-
sures a body can experience. 
I'm talking heaven on earth, 
up there with holding your 
baby for the first time.  

 Now we can't imagine go-
ing into a store and not see-
ing an abundance of carts, 
neatly lined up waiting for 
our arrival. Men and women 
alike, shudder at the thought 
of carrying groceries around 
like a pack mule. My wife 
called me from a popular 
chain grocer the other day. 
Not a buggy to be found. She 
left the store.

 I returned to the location 
the next day with my son, 
the black-belt in taekwondo. 
There were only a couple of 
carts available, the rest aban-
doned and scattered across 
the parking lot like a scene 
in a post-apocalyptic movie. 

Shoppers moaned and shuf-
fled around like zombies. I 
managed to get my hands on 
one, beating an overweight 
man wearing a fedora and 
flip flops to the last cart in 
the corral. 

 We did our shopping as 
quickly as we could and got 
out of the store. After load-
ing the haul into the car, I 
made a great show of return-
ing the buggy to the proper 
receptacle, demonstrating 
to passersby appropriate be-
havior. 

 I just hope and pray I'm 
attractive enough to make a 
difference.

THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 

DAD

By KYLE DOMINY

COUCH THEATER

"83rd Golden Globe Awards" 
(TV-PG) – Nikki Glaser is back to host 
another round of the Golden Globes, 
and the ceremony is already available 
to stream in its entirety. Leading the 
pack in the film category is "One Battle 
After Another," while "The White Lo-
tus" inched past the rest with six total 
nominations to top the TV category. 
Dame Helen Mirren, who has extensive 
credits in film and television but won 
her Academy Award for her portrayal of 
Queen Elizabeth II in "The Queen," will 
be honored with the Cecil B. DeMille 
Award. Meanwhile, for the Carol Bur-
nett Award, the recipient is none other 
than our Carrie Bradshaw, Sarah Jessi-
ca Parker ("Sex and the City"). If there's 
any award show that'll keep you watch-
ing this season, it's this one, so don't 
miss it! (Paramount+)

"Zootopia 2" (PG) – The sequel 
to Walt Disney Animation Studios' 
"Zootopia" (2016) not only brought 
in more money at the box office than 
its predecessor, but it also became the 

highest-grossing film that the compa-
ny has ever produced. Ginnifer Good-
win reprises her role as lovable bunny 
cop Judy Hopps, and the satisfyingly 
sarcastic Jason Bateman is back as fox 
Nick Wilde. Officially partners now 
at the Zootopia Police Department, 
Judy and Nick begin working on a case 
where they must pursue Gary De'Snake 
(Ke Huy Quan), a viper who is the first 
snake to appear in Zootopia in years. 
During their investigation, they get 
mixed up with the Lynxley family, a 
powerful pack of Canada lynxes, and 
must also prove their innocence to clear 
their names and avoid becoming fugi-
tives. Out now to rent! (Amazon Prime 
Video)

"Ponies" (TV-MA) – Emilia 
Clarke ("Game of Thrones") and Haley 
Lu Richardson ("The White Lotus") are 
the leading ladies of this new spy thrill-
er series premiering on Jan. 15. Set in 
Moscow in 1977, Bea (Clarke) and Twila 
(Richardson) are two women working 
as secretaries at the American embas-
sy, and both of their husbands are un-
dercover CIA operatives. When they 
receive news that their husbands have 

died in a mysterious plane crash, both 
women are desperate for answers and 
agree to start working in intelligence. 
As the women are gently integrated into 
the world of espionage, they get closer 
to figuring out a large-scale conspiracy 
involving the Cold War. All eight epi-
sodes are out now to stream. (Peacock) 

"People We Meet on Vacation" 
(PG-13) – Scoot over, "The Kissing 
Booth" and "To All the Boys I've Loved 
Before"! I have a feeling this new rom-
com that is out now to stream will be 
Netflix's next success in the genre. 
Based on the novel by Emily Henry, it 
follows best friends Poppy (Emily Bad-
er) and Alex (Tom Blyth), who live far 
apart from each other but agree to go on 
one week of summer vacation together 
for a decade. Although the two couldn't 
be more different from each other, one 
always encourages the other to step out 
of their comfort zone, all while explor-
ing different parts of the world togeth-
er. But with the promise of vacations 
together for 10 years straight, will it be 
possible to keep the relationship pla-
tonic? Watch and see! (Netflix)

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

By DEMI TAVERAS
King Features

Emilia Clarke, left, and Haley Lu Richardson star in "Ponies"/ Photo courtesy of MovieStillsDB

Did you know…
… non-dairy coffee creamer is flam-

mable? (Which makes you really wonder 
about some of the stuff we put into our 
bodies.)

… a part of the United States once be-
longed to Russia? What is now the state of 
Alaska was purchased by the United States 
from the Russian government in 1867 at 
the bargain-basement price of 2¢ an acre, 
or $7.2 million. Why did Russia want to 
sell its sole North American claim? They 
thought the land was simply useless tun-
dra, and the government of Tsar Alexander 
II (1818-1881) needed money. Within 20 
years, however, huge gold deposits were 
discovered in Alaska, and in the 20th Cen-
tury another very valuable mineral – pe-
troleum – was found. (So, if the Russians 
were to think they were robbed, you may 
just understand that.)

… one of the longest broadcasting mar-
athons was tied to a baseball team’s los-
ing streak? In 1988, the Baltimore Orioles 
opened their season by dropping 21 con-
secutive games. Ten games into the streak, 
a disc jockey at radio station WIYY in Bal-
timore, Bob Rivers (1956-2025) made an 
on-air promise to his listeners: he would 
stay on the air until the Orioles won a 
game. Great idea, right? I mean, they had 
to win some time, didn’t they? Eventually, 
they did … twelve games later. Rivers kept 
his word, though, staying on the air 24 
hours a day, sleeping only during long song 
sets. During his marathon, Rivers began to 
develop health issues from lack of rest. Af-
ter 258 straight hours on the air, the Ori-
oles beat the Chicago White Sox, 9-0, and 
Rivers could finally sign off. His last choice 
of a song was appropriate, too – The Who’s 
“I’m Free.” (That gives “think before you 
speak” a whole new meaning, doesn’t it?)

… the largest Christian church in the 
world is in Africa? Located in the city of 
Yamoussoukro, Côte d’Ivoire (or Ivory 
Coast) on Africa’s northwest bulge, the Our 
Lady of Peace Yamoussoukro Basilica was 
built between 1986 and 1989 and is rough-
ly based on St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. It 
rises to a height of 489 feet at the top of its 
dome and can hold up to 18,000 worship-
ers. The esplanade, or promenade area, 
can accommodate up to 300,000 more. 
The church was built by order of the coun-
try’s then-president, Félix Houphouët-Boi-
gny (1905-1993).

… the founder of the Smithsonian In-
stitute is entombed in his museum? James 
Smithson (1765-1829), a British chemist 
and mineralogist, was the founding donor 
of the Smithsonian Institute in Washing-
ton, D.C. When he died in Genoa, Italy, 
he was buried in a cemetery there, and in 
his will he bequeathed his entire estate 
to found a museum in Washington. After 
the cemetery was planned to be moved in 
1905, Alexander Graham Bell (1847-1922), 
one of the museum’s regents, asked that 
Smithson’s body be moved to the Institu-
tion building. Smithson is still there, en-
tombed in the “Castle,” where his remains 
have been since 1905. (I’ve heard of monu-
ments, but this...!)

… a popular comedian never passed on 
an offer of work? Mitch Hedberg (1968-
2005), who was known for his surreal hu-
mor and deadpan delivery of unconnected 
one-liners, never turned down an opportu-
nity to perform. Hedberg said he had been 
told “no” so often at the start of his career 
that he feared never working again if he re-
fused a gig. (A funny man who left us far, 
far too soon.)

… a popular movie franchise was creat-
ed because of rejection? Steven Spielberg 
(born 1946) had always wanted to direct 
a movie in the James Bond franchise. He 
was turned down, however, and shared his 
disappointment with his friend George Lu-
cas (born 1944). Lucas advised Speilberg 
that he had an idea of how to make a James 
Bond movie – but even better. That’s how 
the Indiana Jones movie franchise was 
born. (He raided the lost ark.)

… there is a strange reason that many 
windows in buildings in Britain and France 
are bricked over? In the 1700s, the govern-
ments of Scotland, England and France 
enacted “window taxes” in a discreet effort 
to tax rich people more. The tax was based 
on the number of window panes a resi-
dence had. To combat the tax, rich people 
bricked over many of the windows in their 
residences, and those brick patterns can 
still be seen today. (A transparent way to 
raise some money, wouldn’t you say?)

Now... you know!

By JACK BAGLEY
Georgia Trust For Local News

Was one of the radio's longest 
broadcast marathons tied to a 
baseball team's losing streak?

DID YOU KNOW...?

Answers
1. One of the earliest and most complete 
written legal codes established by the 
Babylonian King Hammurabi.
2. Q and Z.
3. Mr. Bigglesworth.
4. Sleepwalking.
5. Neptune, California.
6. "A Raisin in the Sun," by Lorraine 
Hansberry, 1959.
7. German.
8. 2.
9. Maine.
10. Asgard.
(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.1. (HISTORY): What is the Code of Hammurabi?

2. (GAMES): Which letters in the English version of Scrabble are worth 
10 points each?
3. (MOVIES): What is the name of Dr. Evil's cat in "Austin Powers in 
Goldmember"?
4. (MEDICAL TERMS): What is the common name for somnambulat-
ing?
5. (TELEVISION): What is the name of the town where "Veronica Mars" 
is set?
6. (THEATER): What is the first play written by an African American 
woman to be produced on Broadway?
7. (LANGUAGE) What is the official language of Austria?
8. (MATH): What is the smallest prime number?
9. (GEOGRAPHY): What is the only U.S. state with a one-syllable name?
10. (MYTHOLOGY): What is the home of the Norse gods?

TRIVIA TEST

By FIFI RODRIGUEZ
King Features
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