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 At a Dec. 9 council meeting, on be-
half of City Hall and Council, Deputy 
City Clerk Tiffany Lampp presented 
exiting Mayor Billy Yeomans with a 
plaque of recognition for his eight 
years of service. This will be Yeomans 
final council meeting as mayor before 
retiring at the end of the year.

“I thank the city for this. Mon-
ey’s not everything, but satisfaction 
means a lot,” he said.

Yeomans later gave a farewell ad-
dress to his constituents and council, 
turning the podium to face the crowd:

“I’d like to say thank you to the cit-
izens of Cochran for allowing and giv-
ing me the honor and privilege to serve 
as your mayor these past eight years. 
Many good things have happened to 
the city during these eight years, and 

By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
Staff Reporter

The council honored exiting mayor Billy Yeomans with a plaque for his eight years of service at his final council 
meeting. From left to right are City Manager Richard Newbern; Council members Gary Ates, Shane Savant and Diane 
Lester; Deputy City Clerk Tiffany Lampp; Mayor Billy Yeomans; and Councilpeople Lonnie Tedders, Carla Coley and 
Trecia Gardner/SPECIAL PHOTO, courtesy of The City of Cochran

Yeomans honored at final city council 
meeting by City of Cochran members

Council members past and present from District 1 including Ates and 
Gardner honored Yeomans with a specialty keepsake on Dec. 12
/SPECIAL PHOTO, courtesy of The City of Cochran

Twiggs BOE approve 
contract renewal for 
school security system

 At a recent board 
meeting, the Twiggs Coun-
ty Board of Education 
approved a renewal for a 
contract between Jeffer-
sonville Elementary School 
and Centegix, an school-
wide emergency alert sys-
tem.

Assistant Superin-
tendent James F. Austin 
III asked the board to ap-
prove the contract renew-
al with Centegix to pro-
tect school students and 
personnel during circum-
stances where there may 
be a threat on campus. The 
Centegix system, as it has 
in the past, would allow 
communication between 
staff during any emergency 
situation so that staff are 
aware of a threat and can 
react in a timely manner, 
potentially saving lives.

Austin last approached 
the board to renew the ex-
piring contract with the 
security system back in 
November, but due to im-
proper labeling, the item 
name was swapped and ac-
tion was pushed to the fol-
lowing meeting. 

An emergency alert sys-
tem is required for all pub-
lic schools in Georgia, Aus-
tin noted last month, and 
the contract would need to 
be renewed before school 
starts back in January.

The contract with Cen-
tegix would cost JES about 
$41,000 over the span of 
five years, $8,200 to be 
paid annually. As proposed 
last month, a local secu-
rity grant secured by JES 
totaling $64,905 would 
cover the complete costs of 
the contract renewal with 

Assistant Superintendent James F. Austin III asked the 
board to approve a contract renewal with the Centegix 
security system for Jeffersonville Elementary School
/SPECIAL PHOTO

 A Christmas festival is 
nearly underway in Twiggs 
County. On Dec. 20, the first 
ever Jingle Bell Bash will be 
held in front of the coun-
ty courthouse on Railroad 
Street from 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., with a parade to start 
at 1 p.m.

Twiggs resident Sharon 
Godwin said she and oth-
ers in the community really 
wanted one for quite some 
time, so she decided to make 
that happen.

“For two years, people 
have been asking, ‘How come 
we don’t have a Christmas 
parade?’ So finally, I said I’m 

going to take it on this year, 
and see how well it does,” 
said Godwin. “I’m doing it 
for the community.”

Godwin says planning for 
the event started back in Au-
gust.

“I wasn’t sure if it was go-
ing to be a hit or not, and now 
I’ve got a lot of people happy 
this is going to happen.”

If everything goes well, 
Godwin plans to make the 
Jingle Bell Bash an annual 
celebration in Twiggs. This 
year, she shared, she’s ex-
pecting about 7 to 9 vendors 
total featuring food, arts & 
crafts, games and more. 

Twiggs Co. will hold first ever Jingle Bell Bash 
and parade this upcoming Saturday, Dec. 20

Godwin shared a flyer with the 
Times Journal Post of Twiggs Co.'s 
Jingle Bell Bash/SPECIAL PHOTO

By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
Staff Reporter

 At a Dec. 9 meeting, Co-
chran City Council unanimously 
passed a resolution to restrict 
the number of vape shops. The 
resolution also limits the hours 
of operation for vape shops 
within city limits.

Vape shops, according to the 
ordinance, are defined as deriv-
ing 25% or more gross revenue 
stemming from e-cigarette sales. 

Councilman Shane Savant 
proposed a restriction on these 

shops at the recent meeting, af-
ter growing concerned for the 
number of shops popping up 
around town. In the past several 
years, the amount of vape shops 
in America has skyrocketed, and 
many are worried e-cigarette 
companies may be intentionally 
targeting the youth. 

“It is a growing concern 
for teens and young people in 
the area… They’re [built] near 
schools. If you look where we 
have one right now, it’s almost 
directly across the street from 
a school. It gives teens a false 

sense of being able to vape and 
not have any consequences,” Sa-
vant warned. 

The councilman expressed 
a concern over recent studies 
dealing with teens and young 
adults who vape, citing the ad-
dictive nature of nicotine as a 
major source for concern. 

“We still want the adult popu-
lation to be able to benefit if they 
see the need to, but I think with 
a small town like this, we need to 

Cochran City Council votes to restrict vape shops within city limits

Cochran passed a resolution to limit the number of vape shops within 
the city limits at a Dec. 9 council meeting/SPECIAL PHOTO

By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
Staff Reporter

VAPE SHOPS
Continued on page 2

By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
Staff Reporter

SECURITY SYSTEM
Continued on page 2
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Continued on page 2

An 11 year-old boy recently was 
feeding his dogs "when he heard a 
shot" coming from a nearby win-
dow. One of the dogs immediately 
began to "yelp and ran into his dog 
house." The boy turned around and 
saw a neighbor standing in front of a 
window, pellet rifle in hand.

The boy's father called 911, and 
two Gordon Police Department law 
enforcement officers made contact 
with Willie Oscar Benjamin, 65. 
Benjamin initially denied shooting 
the dog, telling the officers "what-
ever you heard was a lie." The offi-
cers attempted to detain Benjamin, 
but Benjamin "attempted to snatch 
away." A struggle ensued, and Ben-

jamin eventu-
ally was hand-
cuffed on the 
porch.

B e n j a m i n 
was booked at 
the county jail 
in Irwinton and 
charged with 
one count of 
cruelty to ani-
mals and two counts of misdemean-
or obstruction of an officer.

"(Benjamin) basically got tired 
of the barking and decided to shoot 
one of the dogs. It left a pretty good 
mark," said Chief Mike Hall, who 
sustained a laceration to his hand 
while attempting to detain Benja-
min. "The poor dog hollered and ran 
in the dog house."

JINGLE BELL BASH
Continued on page 2

Man charged with cruelty to animals, 
obstruction of officer after shooting 
neighbor's dog with a pellet rifle
By CHRISTIAN MCKEARNEY
Staff Reporter

Benjamin
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MACON – Georgia 
Farm Bureau (GFB) voting 
delegates elected the orga-
nization’s 2026 board of 
directors Dec. 9 during the 
88th Annual GFB Conven-
tion held on Jekyll Island.

GFB President Tom Mc-
Call begins the second year 
of his third, two-year term. 
He was first elected in 
2020. McCall and his fam-
ily grow a variety of grain 
crops, sweet corn, hay and 
straw along with beef cat-
tle, hogs and sheep on their 
farm in Fortsonia in Elbert 
County. He and his wife, 
Jane, have two adult living 
children: Al (daughter-in-
law Rachel) and Katie M. 
Archer (son-in-law Bris-
tol), two grandsons and 
one granddaughter. Their 
oldest son, Bud, died in 
2000. The McCalls are of 
the Methodist faith.

McCall has been a Farm 
Bureau member since 
1978. His first leadership 
role with Farm Bureau was 
serving as chairman of the 
Elbert County Farm Bu-
reau (ECFB) Young Farm-
ers & Ranchers (YF&R) 
Committee. He represent-
ed GFB’s 2nd District on 
the GFB YF&R Committee 
in 1981-82 and chaired the 
state committee in 1982. 
McCall represented GFB’s 
2nd District on the GFB 
Board of Directors from 
1984-1996.  He also served 
as ECFB president for sev-
eral years.

McCall served in the 
Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives for 26 years 
from Jan. 9, 1995, when he 
was sworn into office, until 
he retired from the legisla-
ture at the end of his 2020 
term. As a state represen-
tative, McCall represented 
Georgia’s House Dist. 33, 
which at the time included 
Elbert and Lincoln coun-
ties and portions of Madi-
son, Wilkes and Columbia 
counties. McCall chaired 
the Georgia House Agricul-
ture & Consumer Affairs 
Committee from January 
2005-2020. He current-
ly serves on the UGA Re-
search Foundation Board 
of Directors. He earned an 
associate degree in agricul-
ture from Abraham Bald-
win Agricultural College 
and a bachelor’s degree in 
agronomy from the UGA 
College of Agricultural & 
Environmental Sciences.

GFB members in the or-

ganization’s south region 
reelected Daniel Johnson 
of Pierce County to a fourth, 
three-year term represent-
ing their 53-county region 
as GFB South Georgia vice 
president. The region runs 
from Alabama to the Geor-
gia coast in the southern 
third of the state.

All GFB voting dele-
gates designated Johnson 
to serve as GFB 1st vice 
president from among the 
organization’s three re-
gional vice presidents, a 
position he has held since 
2021. The GFB first vice 
president would step in 
to lead the organization 
should the president be un-
able to serve.

Johnson, who grows 
tobacco, corn, cotton and 
peanuts, previously repre-
sented the organization’s 
10th District on the GFB 
Board of Directors from 
2006-2016. He is vice 
president of Pierce County 
Farm Bureau and previ-
ously served as PCFB pres-
ident for 25 years. Johnson 
chairs the Georgia Agricul-
tural Commodity Commis-
sion for Tobacco. He and 
his wife, Patricia, have four 
children and five grand-
children.

Ralph Caldwell of Heard 
County begins the second 
year of his second, three-
year term as GFB Middle 
Georgia vice president, 
which members in the or-
ganization’s Middle Geor-
gia Region first elected him 
to in 2021 and re-elect-
ed him in 2024. The GFB 
Middle Georgia Region in-
cludes 56 county Farm Bu-
reaus in the middle third 
of Georgia stretching from 
the Alabama line to the 
South Carolina line.

Caldwell and his wife, 
Kim, raise poultry and 
cattle while growing corn 
and soybeans. The couple’s 
son, Colton, who is married 
to Delayna, helps on the 
farm when he isn’t at his 
law practice. The Caldwells 
have one granddaughter, 
Callie, and one grand-
son, Callum. Caldwell, a 
preacher for more than 30 
years, is currently serving 
as interim pastor at New 
Canaan Baptist Church in 
Tallapoosa.

Caldwell began serving 
as a Heard County Farm 
Bureau director in 1990 
and has served as the HCFB 
president since 2002. He 
served on the GFB Young 
Farmers & Ranchers Com-

mittee from 1992-1994.
Bernard Sims of Catoo-

sa County begins the third 
year of his sixth, three-year 
term as the GFB North 
Georgia vice president. 
Sims was first elected to 
the position in 2008. The 
GFB North Georgia Region 
includes 49 county Farm 
Bureaus in the upper third 
of Georgia running from 
the Alabama to the South 
Carolina state lines.

Sims serves as the Ca-
toosa County Farm Bureau 
president, a position he 
has held since 1979. Sims 
and his wife, Janet, grow 
turf grass, small grains and 
hay and raise cattle. The 
Sims have two surviving 
adult children and eight 
grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. They 
are members of Burning 
Bush Baptist Church.

GFB members in the 
organization’s 8th District 
reelected Scotty Raines of 
Turner County to a two-
year term on the GFB 
Board of Directors to rep-
resent their 17 counties 
that includes Clay, Crisp, 
Dooly, Houston, Lee, Ma-
con, Marion, Pulaski, Quit-
man, Randolph, Schley, 
Stewart, Sumter, Terrell, 
Turner, Webster and Wil-
cox counties. Raines was 
first elected in 2012.

Raines and his wife, 
Melanie, grow cotton, 
peanuts, grains and wa-
termelon, and raise beef 
cattle. The Raines have re-
ceived numerous awards 
for their farming operation 
including the 2022 Sun-
belt Expo Georgia Farmer 
of the Year, 2002 Georgia 
Farm Bureau Young Farm-
er Achievement Award, the 
Turner County Chamber 
of Commerce Farmer of 
the Year and the Georgia 
Young Farmers Farm Fam-
ily of the Year. 

In addition to farming, 
Scotty is a partial owner 
of the Hat Creek Peanut 
Company in Sycamore 
and serves as secretary of 
the company’s board of 
directors. He is also a 
shareholder in Tifton 
Quality Peanuts, a farm-
er-owned peanut shell-
ing plant. The Raines are 
active members of the 
Turner County Farm Bu-
reau (TCFB) for which 
Scotty serves as a direc-
tor.

The Raines have two 
daughters, Celie and 
Christian (Justin Pate), 

and a grandson, Jordan 
Dent Pate. Scotty and Mel-
anie and are active mem-
bers of First Baptist Church 
in Tifton.

The following were re-
elected without opposition 
to serve two-year terms on 
the Georgia Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors: Bill 
Bryan of Chattooga Coun-
ty, 1st District; Gilbert Bar-
rett of Habersham County, 
2nd District; Brad Marks 
of Newton County, 3rd Dis-
trict; Russ Wilburn of Bar-
row County, 4th District; 
Leighton Cooley of Craw-
ford County, 5th District; 
James Malone of Laurens 
County, 6th District; Gary 
Bell of Evans County, 7th 
District; Paul Shirah of 
Mitchell County, 9th Dis-
trict and David Lee of Ba-
con County, 10th District.

GFB directors begin-
ning the second year of 
the two-year terms they 
were elected to in 2024 
are: Wesley Hall of Forsyth 
County, 1st District; Russ 
Moon of Madison County, 
2nd District; Chad Carlton 
of Polk County, 3rd Dis-
trict; Skeetter McCorkle 
of McDuffie County, 4th 
District; Matt Bottoms of 
Pike County, 5th District; 

James Emory Tate of Jeff 
Davis County, 6th District; 
Ben Boyd of Screven Coun-
ty, 7th District; Don Wood 
of Wilcox County, 8th Dis-
trict; Lucius Adkins of Bak-
er County, 9th District; and 
Lamar Vickers of Berrien 
County, 10th District.          

Garrett Hurley of Chat-
tooga County was named 
chairman of the GFB Young 
Farmers & Ranchers Com-
mittee. Romy Strickland 
of Spalding County was 
selected to chair the GFB 
Women’s Leadership Com-
mittee. Each will serve a 
one-year term as commit-
tee chairmen and will sit 
on the GFB Board of Direc-
tors.

Appointed officers of 
the GFB Board of Directors 
include General Counsel 
Duke Groover, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer & Corpo-
rate Treasurer Rachel Mo-
sely, Chief Administrative 
Officer Jeffrey Harvey, and 
Corporate Secretary and 
Senior Counsel Jeanna 
Fennell.

Delegates also voted on 
policy that will direct the 
organization’s stance on 
legislative issues pertain-
ing to agriculture in the 
coming year.

reign things in.”
Savant said he conferred 

with City Attorney Jim El-
liott, who put together a 
working ordinance, that, af-
ter amended by the council, 
was later passed, limiting 
the number of vape shops in 
Cochran to two shops.

There are currently three 
vape shops in Cochran, Sa-
vant noted. As proposed, all 
three shops will be grand-
fathered in, however if one 
closes, another will not be 
allowed to open in its place. 
If two close, only one shop 
will be allowed to open in its 
place. 

The ordinance also limits 
the hours of operation for 
vape stores within city limits 
from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. sev-
en days a week. The council 
cited similar ordinances the 
city currently has in place 
for liquor stores.

Savant said he was in-
spired by a Dublin ordinance 
passed earlier this year pre-
venting the opening of new 
vape shops within the city. 
In May, Dublin City Council 
voted 5-1 to limit stores con-
taining vape products, after 
months of concerns regard-
ing public health.

The ordinance will go 
into effect after it is signed 
at the next council meeting.

$23,905 to spare, making 
additional fund-scouting 
unnecessary. 

At the Dec. 9 board meet-
ing, Austin said he would di-
rect the remaining funds of 
the security grant towards 
a weapons detection device 
for JES. 

The board approved the 
contract renewal unani-
mously.

Austin told the board 
that the contract with Cente-
gix for the middle and high 
schools would be up for re-
newal in Oct. 2026, and that 
conversation will be needed 
at a later date.

I give all the credit to Jesus 
Christ, the city employees, 
and the citizens of Cochran. 
I thank the many friends 
that stood by me in the hard 
times and prayed for me 
and my family. I wish God’s 
blessings on all of you. The 
new friends that I made are 
truly a blessing, and if I had 
not been mayor, I wouldn’t 
have met or known them. 
To those friends that I lost 
during my tenure as mayor, 
I wish you success and hap-
piness. We had a good run.”

The mayor recognized 
City Manager Richard New-
bern during the address, 
adding that it was a privilege 
to work with him over the 
years; the council, asking 
that they do only what’s best 
for the city of Cochran; and 
Mayor Elect Carla Coley, 
wishing her well during her 
term.  

“Bring the city where it 
needs to be,” he told them. 
“Always remember that Je-
sus loves you, and I do too.”

Other offerings of the 
event include face painting, 
temporary tattoos, dog pet-
ting, music and shopping. 
Godwin shared that a DJ 
will appear, and one church 
volunteered to sing Christ-
mas carols.

One collaborator on the 
event is Dysfunction Junc-
tion Ranch, an animal res-
cue that will hold dog pet-
ting and adoption services. 
According to a flyer shared 
on social media, the rescue 
will provide free chipping 
for dogs on leashes and cats 
in carriers.

Anyone wishing to get in 
contact with Godwin ahead 
of the festival should reach 
out to her via her cell at 
(478)-365-5554.
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Pictured from left, Georgia Farm Bureau President Tom 
McCall, GFB 1st Vice President & South Georgia Vice 
President Daniel Johnson, North Georgia Vice President 
Bernard Sims and Middle Georgia Vice President Ralph 
Caldwell will lead the state's largest general farm organi-
zation in 2026/Photo courtesy of Georgia Farm Bureau

Georgia Farm Bureau (GFB) elects organization's 
2026 Board of Directors at annual convention
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In this column’s home 
newspapers, Christmas 
comes one week from to-
day. I hope you are ready. 
If you aren’t, you still have 
time to get that last-minute 
shopping (or last-minute 
letter to Santa Claus) taken 
care of. If you are, then sit 
back and coast.  Make sure 
the tree is up and decorated, 
the stockings are hung by 
the chimney with care (now 
where have I heard that be-
fore?), and that your holi-
day repast is planned and 
underway.

Let me be the first among 
others to wish you a very 
Merry Christmas! Now, 
your gift from me... trivia. 
Enjoy!

Did you know …
… a scientific term exists 

for the “pins and needles” 
feeling you get when your 
foot goes to sleep? It’s called 
temporary paresthesia and 
is the result of pressure on a 
nerve. (Yes, I had the nerve 
to say that.)

… the CIA used a classic 
novel to try and undermine 
communism? During the 
1950s, the Central Intelli-
gence Agency launched bal-
loons bearing copies of the 
novel Animal Farm from 
West Germany, sending 
them into the nations be-
hind the Iron Curtain. The 
plan was for the novel by 
George Orwell (1903-1950), 
a thinly-veiled parody of 
communism, to be read by 
people in Communist na-
tions and get them to ques-
tion the party line. (Maybe 
if they’d not sent the books 
in English, it might’ve 
worked.)

… pinball was once 
banned in New York City? 
The game involving metal 
balls, flippers, bumpers and 
other noise-making gizmos 
was made illegal by Mayor 
Fiorello LaGuardia (1882-

1947) in 1942. LaGuardia 
said the game robbed school 
children of their nickels and 
dimes and led to other forms 
of gambling. The mayor led 
police raids through the 
city, seizing and destroying 
the offending machines. 
The ban remained in place 
until 1976. (Notice they 
waited until the game cost 
quarters instead of nickels 
and dimes.)

… a popular singer’s 
guest-star appearance on 
a television series was not 
seen by many viewers? 
During the brief run of the 
1961 dramatic series Bus 
Stop, singer Fabian (born 
Fabian Forte, 1943) was 
advertised as the guest star 
on one episode. Teenybop-
pers anxiously awaited his 
appearance, but in many 
markets the episode was 
not shown. Why? Because 
in the episode, titled “A 
Lion Walks Among Us,” the 
singer played a psychotic 
killer, and many affiliates 
chose not to run the show 
due to its violent content. 
For his part, Fabian has 
always said he considered 
his performance in that ep-
isode the best acting work 
he had done, and the show 
– though not seen every-
where – did a lot to bring 
respect to his acting career. 
(Odd things happen at the 
bus stop.)

… the cornea of the eye 
is the only part of the hu-
man body that has no blood 
supply? It does not need a 
blood supply, as it draws 
the oxygen it needs directly 
from the air. (It does that 
very well, too.)

... during the War of 
1812, American sailors were 
more experienced than 
American soldiers? Many 
of the sailors in the fledg-
ling Navy had already seen 
a great deal of service at sea 
against pirates in North Af-
rica, while the soldiers had 
little experience and train-

ing at anything military. 
Veterans of the previous 
war, the Revolutionary War, 
had been out of service for 
almost 30 years when the 
conflict broke out. (Anchors 
aweigh!)

… Dalmatian dogs are 
born pure white? They don’t 
develop their spots until 
they are three to four days 
old. (And then they get 101 
of them.)

… the biggest part of 
the budget of the movie 
Pulp Fiction was salary? 
The budget for the 1994 hit 
movie was $8 million. Of 
that, $5 million was spe-
cifically for the salaries of 
stars John Travolta (born 
1954), Uma Thurman (born 
1970), and Samuel L. Jack-
son (born 1948), along with 
other members of the cast 
and crew. That left director 
Quentin Tarantino (born 
1963) very little money with 
which to actually shoot the 
movie, but he made that 
budget work wonders – 
Pulp Fiction won the Acade-
my Award for Best Original 
Screenplay and was up for 
six other Oscars. (Richly de-
served awards, too.)

… a human’s senses 
are a lot stronger than you 
might think? On a clear, 
dark night, the unaided hu-
man eye can detect a candle 
flame at a distance of 32 
miles. The tick of a watch 
can be heard in very qui-
et conditions from 20 feet 
away. One gram of salt can 
be tasted in 500 liters of wa-
ter. A drop of perfume can 
be detected in a three-room 
apartment. And you can de-
tect the drop of a bee’s wing 
on your cheek from half an 
inch above. (Humans are 
amazing, aren’t they?)

… during World War II, 
two NFL teams combined 
rosters? In 1943, many NFL 
players had been drafted 
into the military and were 
serving overseas. To remain 
competitive with the deci-

mated rosters they still had, 
the Philadelphia Eagles and 
Pittsburgh Steelers com-
bined their teams to form 
the Steagles. The following 
year, the Steelers combined 

rosters with the Chicago 
(now Arizona) Cardinals to 
become a team known as 
Card-Pitt. By the 1945 sea-
son, however, the war was 
over and most of the draft-

ed players had returned to 
their original teams, and 
the combined teams were 
disbanded. (Pittsburgh had 
trouble fielding a team.)

Now... you know!

A popular musician's tv appearance was not seen by many viewers!

DID YOU KNOW...?

By JACK BAGLEY
For Georgia Trust For Local News

Popular musician Fabian Forte's appearance in the 1961 television series Bus Stop was not 
seen by many viewers at the time. Forte would guest star as a psychotic killer, leading many 
networks to decide against playing the episode due to its violent content/SPECIAL PHOTO

Don't sue me, Santa! Make sure to clean before Christmas
 There is no shortage of at-

torneys in this great state of 
ours. Those lawyers, apparent-
ly, have massive advertising 
budgets. 

You can't view content on 
television or online, without 
a guy in a suit asking you if 
you’ve been in an accident or 
hurt at work. Our roadways are 
lined with billboards, with large 
headshots, phone numbers and 
slogans showing tough guys in 
suits ready to get you “what you 
deserve.” 

One such billboard, several 
really, caught my attention re-
cently while driving along I-75. 
The massive advertisement, 
towering above several lanes 
of traffic in Macon and Atlan-
ta, depicted Santa Claus, sitting 
awkwardly on the floor, dis-
oriented and injured. The sign 
advertised the “premiere fall 
attorney,” or something along 
those lines.

Forget peace on Earth, good 
will toward men, even Santa 
will take you to court.

Leave it to a lawyer to come 
up with something like that. I 
hope that guy, whoever it was, 
ends up on Santa’s naughty list, 
though I’m sure he’s not afraid 
to file litigation whenever he 
finds his stocking empty on 
Christmas morning. 

My mother always told me 
that Santa didn’t come to a 
dirty house, and every Christ-

mas Eve my brother and I were 
handed a long list of chores to 
be completed by supper time. I 
always thought mama was just 
using the jolly fat man as an ex-
cuse to get a little help around 
the house, but it seems she was 
covering her bases. 

Don’t sue me Santa, I’ll 
make sure the floor is clear be-
fore you come to my house.

THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 

DAD

By KYLE DOMINY

T’was the night before Christmas, and I was asleep on my back,
But someone was prowling, a fat guy with a sack.
He broke into my house to spread Christmas cheer
But what happened instead is still a little unclear.

While creeping across to the living room tree 
To leave a present, or two, or three,
Santa must have fell over something, or his feet lost their grip,
For he shouted and stumbled as he took a big slip.

 As he fell to the floor there arose such a clatter.
I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter. 
I pulled on my clothes as I walked through the door 
And there was the jolly old elf, sprawled out on the floor. 

I ran to his side to see what shape he was in 
Santa shouted, “I’ll sue your ass to debtor’s prison.”
I helped the man up and dusted off his coat.
He huffed and puffed and cleared his throat. 

 “Now calm down, man, don’t be so hasty,
You’re supposed to be jolly, not hateful and nasty,”
 I said to the elf who invaded my house 
And by then he’d also awakened my spouse.

“My knee,” moaned Santa, “my Anterior Cruciate!
I tripped over your furniture, clearly meant to aggravate.”
I knew this event was nothing but tragic. 
Then Santa disappeared with some holiday magic. 

The last thing I heard as he flew out of sight,
Was, “Merry Christmas you jerk. Get a lawyer tonight.”

 * One of the best ways to eat less at a holiday party is to eat something small that is 
healthy and minorly filling before you head out. You'll make better decisions when you 
aren't starving, and save yourself a ton of calories. Here are more ways to keep holiday 
parties from blowing your calorie budget.

* "Going potluck? Bring your own healthy appetizer to the party. This way, you'll 
be certain to have at least one dish you can pig out on. Go with cut vegetables and dip 
rather than bringing chips or bread. You can use the veggies to pair with other dips to 
save more calories." -- A.R. in Texas

* Drinks are full of empty calories, whether they are cocktails or sugary sodas, so 
slow down and have water every other drink. When at the bar, ask for low-calorie mix-
ers like soda water, not sugary juices, to whip up your cocktail. 

* "How much wine is in your pour? Extra-large cups and free-flowing bottles can 
mean super-sized servings of vino. A serving of wine is 5 ounces. Here's a tip: Set your 
wine glass on the table. It will be easier to see how much is in your glass." -- Y.O. in New 
York

* You might be packing it on, but you can also burn it off. Commit to dancing every 
other song. Get your workout out of the way early so you feel great in the evening. 

NOW HERE'S A TIP



I sat down recently with 
Georgia Attorney General 
Chris Carr to talk about his 
decision to run for governor. 
Carr will face off against 
current Lt. Gov. Burt Jones 
and Secretary of State Brad 
Raffesperger and a couple 
of no-names in next May’s 
Republican primary seeking 
to succeed current Gov. Bri-
an Kemp, who is term-lim-
ited and cannot seek a third 
term. The winner will face 
the Democrat’s candidate in 
the 2026 general election in 
November.

I have known Chris Carr 
since his days as chief of 
staff to the late U.S. sena-
tor from Georgia, Johnny 
Isakson, a statesman whose 
likes we aren’t apt to see 
anytime soon in today’s poi-
sonous world of Washing-
ton politics. So, first ques-
tion: Why give up the job as 
attorney general and throw 
his hat in the ring to become 
the state’s 84th governor?

“I want to see Georgia 
continue to grow,” he said. 
“And I feel called to run. I 
have a great job but having 
worked with Govs. Kemp 
and Nathan Deal, I see the 
impact a governor can have 
in jobs, education, public 
safety and quality of life. I 
know I can do the job. I just 
need to convince people I 
can win the race.”

Carr became Georgia’s 
attorney general in 2016 
when Gov. Deal appointed 
him to the post to succeed 
Sam Olens, who had re-
signed to become president 
of Kennesaw State Universi-
ty. He won election in 2018 
and again in 2022.

“When I became attor-
ney general, our office was 
largely a civil practice,” Carr 
told me, “representing the 

various agencies, boards 
and authorities in state 
government. Working with 
Govs. Deal and Kemp and 
with the Legislature, we got 
the necessary approvals and 
now have a very effective 
criminal practice, focusing 
on human trafficking, gangs 
and retail crime cases.”

Carr says, “Our Human 
Trafficking Prosecution 
Unit has rescued over 200 
children since 2019, young 

girls between the ages of 14 
and 17, and secured lengthy 
prison sentences for their 
traffickers.” Carr also creat-
ed Georgia’s first statewide 
Gang Prosecution Unit in 
2022 and says the unit has 
obtained more than 120 
convictions across the state 
so far which has resulted in 
getting gang members off 
the street.

Prior to his appointment 
as the state’s chief legal of-
ficer, Chris Carr was com-
missioner of the Georgia 
Department of Economic 
Development. “I am very 
proud of the fact that Geor-
gia has been the top state 
in the nation in which to 
do business for 12 years 
running. During my tenure 
there, we added some $14 
billion in investment and 
the creation of more than 
84,000 jobs.”

Back to the governor’s 
race, Carr says, “Burt Jones 
has the support of the ‘Ever 
Trumpers’ and Raffen-

sperger is supported by the 
‘Never Trumpers’ and I’ve 
got everybody else.” He 
notes that the last time the 
three of them were on the 
ballot together was in the 
2022 Republican primary 
where he got 75% of the vote 
(roughly 840,000), as did 
Gov. Brian Kemp. Raffen-
sperger got 62% (610,000) 
and Jones received 50.2%, 
(550,000) narrowly avoid-
ing a runoff.

Carr says that Raffen-
sperger has high name rec-
ognition among Republi-
cans but is viewed negatively 
by most of them. Jones, he 
says, is using the David Per-
due failed 2022 playbook, 
“a rich guy dipping into his 
personal fortune” – Jones 
recently “loaned” himself 
$10 million for his cam-
paign – “and touting Don-
ald Trump’s endorsement.”

“You have to be able to 
appeal to persuadable vot-
ers in Georgia who voted for 
Brian Kemp for governor 

and Raphael Warnock for 
the Senate. That’s 60% of 
the voters,” he says.

How does he propose to 
do that? “We know there are 
about 750,000 Republicans 
who vote in the primary and 
some 2.5 million in Novem-
ber. That is a difference of 
some 1.8 million voters. Our 
task is to move as many of 
them as we can into voting 
in the primary and talking 
about issues that matter to 
them like jobs, safety, af-
fordability and education. I 
believe that if you ask them, 
they will do it and that is 

what we intend to do.”
In closing, I mentioned 

to the attorney general that 
four recent polls show him 
with between 7 to 19 percent 
of the vote, Raffensperger 
with 14 to 20 percent and 
Jones between 20 and 30 
percent. His answer? “Bri-
an Kemp, Nathan Deal and 
Sonny Perdue were all in 
third place in the early stag-
es of their elections. Today, 
we call them ‘governor.’” 
Clearly, that’s what Chris 
Clark has in mind.
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Georgia Attorney General Chris Carr talks about running for governor

The Christmas tree at 
Rockefeller Center came to 
life in New York last week, 
an image that was brought 
to life in dens and family 
rooms across the country – 
one of the highlights of the 
holiday season.

As great as it is to expe-
rience this extraordinary 
event through the magic of 
television, there’s nothing 
like seeing it live in New 
York. To be in Manhattan 
during this time of the year 
is an adventure that is as 
emotionally satisfying as 
one can experience during 
the Christmas season.

I made my first trip to 
New York in the mid-fifties. 
Following intermittent trips 
in the sixties, I began find-
ing my way there frequent-
ly.

Then in the mid-seven-
ties, I began making an an-
nual trip in December and 
in many years as much as a 
half dozen sojourns to one 
of the most exciting cities in 
the world.

London, Rome, and Par-
is are great, as are the oth-
er capitals of Europe. Then 
you experience Istanbul, 
Brussels, Vienna, Berlin, 
Lisbon, Athens, Amster-
dam, Lisbon, Prague, and 
others – but there’s nothing 
like New York.

When the Yankees win 
a home game, the club re-
wards the departing attend-
ees with the smooth, reso-
nant voice of Frank Sinatra, 
singing “New York, New 
York.” That is one of the 
all-time great songs, sung 
by a sensational talent who 
could charm and delight us 
without vulgar, loud, and 
nonsensical verbiage that 
has often become a staple of 

today’s music.
Not sure how Sinatra, 

himself, ranked that song 
among his list of hits, but it 
had to be special to him in 
that he grew up in Hoboken, 
N.J., which is right across 
the Hudson River from the 
city. Growing up, he prob-
ably took the ferry over to 
New York, a place where he 
could walk down the street 

and not cause a stir as it did 
when he became an ever-
lasting icon in show busi-
ness.

Despite the traffic jams, 
honking horns, and harried 
citizens, New York seems to 
always be upbeat. The ca-
cophony and rushed atmo-
sphere are just part of the 
fabric of this awe-inspiring 
metropolis.

The museums are terrific 
and the dining options un-
matched – from a hamburg-
er at (now defunct) “Burger 
Heaven” to “The Grill,” one 
of the top five rated restau-
rants in New York.

Or you might want to 
book a reservation at “Pat-
sy’s Italian Restaurant” 
at 256 West 56 th Street, 
which was Sinatra’s pre-
ferred restaurant in New 
York. If you want to try Eli 
Manning’s favorite restau-
rant, “4 Charles Prime Rib,” 
good luck.

Broadway still is a grand 
experience, although the 
cost of a theatre ticket is 
overwhelming. Then again, 
everything is costly every-
where these days, but it bor-
ders on the outrageous in 
New York.

I can remember learning 
to find my way about New 
York on the subways. When 
I had a tour of duty with the 
Coast Guard and spent time 
in Groton, Conn., I could 
take a train into New York 
and book a room at the old 
Century Hotel as a member 
of the Armed Forces for the 
military rate of $20. Sub-
way tokens cost 15 cents. 
Then there was that cheap 
hamburger at Burger Heav-
en.

There weren’t many 
Broadway opportunities, 
even at $14 a ticket, but I 
learned that if you waited 
until the show started, you 
could get in for five dollars. 

And that is how my infatu-
ation with Broadway began 
with deep and abiding affec-
tion.

Just walking the streets 
of New York was an excur-
sion to appreciate in the 
1950s and 1960s. In the 
1980s, it cost $10 to rent ice 
skates at Rockefeller Center; 
today it is almost $50. Get-
ting the hang of ice skating 
at this iconic address while 
listening to Bing Crosby 
sing “White Christmas” and 
Mel Torme’s rendition of 
“The Christmas Song,” was 
always a signature moment.

With the inexperienced 
and controversial Zohran 
Mamdani becoming mayor 
of the city, traditionalists 
hope that he will embrace 
the lyrics of New York’s un-
official anthem, so comfort-
ingly sung by Sinatra, and 
keep the Big Apple every-
one’s favorite city that never 
sleeps.

New York

LORAN SMITH

In a couple of weeks, we’ll 
begin to ring in the new year 
across the globe. Often our 
first pictures of the celebra-
tion as we’re preparing for 
our new year’s eve plans are 
glimpses of the Sydney Op-
era House with revelers and 
fireworks a half day ahead 
of us.

The first night of Ha-
nukkah began for all of us 
on nearby Bondi Beach. 
Jews gathered to celebrate 
the next 8 nights were met 
by two gunmen in a coun-
try that has mostly banned 
guns.

There are at least 15 dead 
including a Holocaust survi-
vor and two rabbis. Dozens 
of others are injured and in 
hospitals.

Jews are once again re-
minded that there are peo-
ple who don’t want them to 
exist anywhere. The con-
tinued media framing that 
these attacks are protests 
“against Israel” is as laugh-
able as it is unfunny.

Sydney and Israel are 
roughly 9,000 miles apart. 
There is no construct that 
credibly allows for two men 
opening fire on beachgoing 
worshipers to be protesting 
Benjamin Netanyahu.

That’s not what is going 
on, nor has it been since 
Oct. 7, 2023. “Globalize the 
intifada” wasn’t just a cool 
slogan for progressive trust 
fund kids on ivy league cam-
puses. It is a well-funded 
active campaign, complete 
with entire news organiza-
tions aiding, abetting, and 
even misdirecting activities.

Bondi Beach was just the 
latest example. The attacks 
on groups large and small, 
even against individual 
homes who have the temer-
ity to put a menorah in their 
window, are growing too 
numerous to mention indi-
vidually.

The Jewish people have 
endured literal thousands 
of years protecting them-
selves against those who 
would wipe them from the 

maps. The Hanukkah story 
itself is part of that history. 
It’s time non-Jews learned 
what Hanukkah is, what it 
stands for, and why it must 
be celebrated.

It’s not just “Jewish 
Christmas” as many of us 
from rural areas without 
many Jewish folks around 
were taught. There’s a real 
meaning here, quite appli-
cable to modern times and 
events.

A couple hundred years 
before our first Christmas, 
ancient Greeks had occu-
pied much of Jewish land 
and had taken over and des-
ecrated the temple in Jeru-
salem. A small army of the 
Macabees, led by a priest 
and his sons, fought to re-
gain the temple.

Once successfully re-oc-
cupying the temple, they 
found only enough oil to 
re-light the sacred menorah 
for one day. The miracle of 
Hannukah was that the oil 
lasted for eight days, prov-
ing enough time to provi-

sion additional supplies.
Hanukkah is now cel-

ebrated for asserting reli-
gious freedom as well as 
bringing light into dark-
ness. It’s also a triumph of 
a smaller and outnumbered 
people who remain dedicat-
ed to their most core beliefs 
against an ever threatening, 
secular world.

Many of our news reports 
these days are dark. Conflict 
seems to be growing, and 
divisions among our own 
people or even among west-
erners in general seem to be 
escalating.

For Jews, specifically, 
there seems no safe haven. 
Public gatherings are being 
targeted.

Private homes are being 
shot at. Individuals are be-
ing singled out for harass-
ment in public if they “look 
Jewish.”

This is not OK. This is 
not normal. There is no his-
torical context that need be 
explained, no understand-
ing of Israel’s government, 

nor that of their relations 
with neighboring countries 
or factions that make any of 
these events justifiable. Not 
in America, not in Austra-
lia, nor anywhere else in the 
“civilized” world.

For the remaining nights 
of Hanukkah, I would rec-
ommend those who value 
our freedom to find some 
way to celebrate. These val-
ues are our values. The tri-
umph of light over darkness 

is our celebration.
It’s not an alternative 

way to celebrate Christmas, 
but instead, a pre-cursor to 
it. In many ways it’s also 
akin to Easter, when Chris-
tians celebrate the triumph 
of light over the darkness of 
the tomb.

We like our holidays to 
be festive times. Hanukkah 
is one that celebrates som-
ber resolve, perseverance, 
and ultimately triumph.

We’ll soon be through 
our holidays and have 
hopefully happier pictures 
coming again from Sydney. 
With the New Year’s cele-
bration comes resolutions.

Let us resolve to stand 
with our Jewish friends, 
partner with them and sup-
port them in their persever-
ance, and comfort and pro-
tect them as we can.

This is ultimately the 
only path to secure basic 
freedoms for all of us. This, 
together, is how we tri-
umph.

The mass shooting at Bondi Beach, Australia brings Hanukkah to all of us

CHARLIE HARPER
GEORGIA POLITICS

DICK YARBROUGH



Legals

Bleckley Co. Legals

C25-135
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF BLECK-
LEY COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA 
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
JIMMIE LEE BLACKSHEAR. 
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 2025819 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION 

NOTICE 
TO: NICOLE HORNEDENT and to whom 
it may concern: 
VICTORIA BLACKSHEAR FREENEY 
has petitioned for 
VICTORIA BLACKSHEAR FREENEY 
to be appointed administrator(s) of the 
estate of JIMMIE LEE BLACKSHEAR de-
ceased, of said county. (The petitioner has 
also applied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or grant 
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.) All interested persons are here-
by notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to the 
petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and must 
be filed with the Court on or before 
January 9, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Johnathan Fordham 
Judge of the Probate Court 

December 11, 18, 25, 2025 January 1, 
2026

C25-137
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CRBDI-

TORS 
RE: ESTATE OF SYLVESTER BLACK-
SHEAR, DECEASED 
All creditors of the Estate of Sarah Black-
shear, deceased, late of Bleckley Counfy, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to Executor.
This 11 day of December, 2025 
Sarah Blackshear, Executor 
157 Ash Street 
Cochran, GA 3 1014 

December 18, 25, 2025 January 1, 8, 
2026

_________________________________
C25-136
The Cochran Journal 
Attn: Legal Advertisement Dept. Cochran, 
Georgia 31014 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF BLECKLEY 
IN RE: ESTATE OF TERRY JOE WIL-
LIAMS, DECEASED. 
All creditors of the estate of Terry Joe Wil-
liams deceased, late of Bleckley County, 
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate are re-
quired to make immediate payment to me. 
This 10th day of December, 2025. 
Jessica Dianne Lander 
Administrator of the Estate of Terry Joe 
Williams 
275 Greenville Ter. 
Macon, Ga. 31220 

December 18, 25, 2025 January 1,8, 
2026

C25-138
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 
RE: ESTATE OF TONY WAYNE SMITH, 
DECEASED 
All creditors of the Estate of Tony Wayne 
Smith, deceased, late of Bleckley County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to Administrator. 
This 11 day of December, 2025.
Judy C. Grantham, Administrator
1171 Jones Road 
Cochran, GA 31014 

December 18, 25, 2025 January 1, 8 , 
2026

C25-134
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF BLECK-

LY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

In Re: Teshanna Kathleen Stephens
Civil Action File No 2025W-01419PW

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME

GEORGIA, Bleckly County
Notice is hereby given that Teshanna K. 
Stephens the undersigned, filed his petition 
to the Superior Court of Bleckly County, 
Georgia on the 01 day of July, 2025, praying 
for a change in the name of petitioner from 
Teshanna Kathleen Stephens to Dimka K. 
Stephens. Notice is hereby given pursuant 
to law to any interested or affected party to 
appear in said Court and to file objections 
to such name change. Objections must be 
filed with said Court within 30 days of the 
filing of said petition.
This 01 day of July, 2025.
Teshanna Kathleen Stephens
Petitioner

December 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

Twiggs Co. Legals

T25-080
Twiggs Times New Era 425 Railroad Street 
North P. O. Box 800 
Jeffersonville, GA 31044 

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TWIGGS 
IN RE: ERNEST GENE JOHNSON, DE-
CEASED 
All debtors/creditors of the Estate of Er-
nest Gene Johnson, deceased, of Twiggs 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned. 
This 11th day of December 2025. 
Heather Brantley 
1109 GA Hwy 112 
Cochran, Georgia 31014 

December 18, 25, 2025 January 1, 8, 
2026

T25-066
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TWIGGS

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

Because of a default under the terms of 
the Security Deed executed by William E. 
Williams, Jr. and Caroline B. Williams to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. as nominee for Rocket Mortgage, LLC, 
FKA Quicken Loans, LLC dated August 11, 
2022, and recorded in Deed Book 102, 

Page 105, Twiggs County Records, said 
Security Deed having been last sold, as-
signed, transferred and conveyed to Rocket 
Mortgage, LLC, FKA Quicken Loans, LLC, 
securing a Note in the original principal 
amount of $154,660.00, the holder thereof 
pursuant to said Deed and Note thereby 
secured has declared the entire amount of 
said indebtedness due and payable and, 
pursuant to the power of sale contained 
in said Deed, will on the first Tuesday, 
January 6, 2026, during the legal hours of 
sale, before the Courthouse door in said 
County, sell at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash, the property described in 
said Deed, to-wit:

All that certain parcel of land situate in 
the 23rd Land District in the County of 
Twiggs, State of Georgia, being known 
and designated as shown by a plat of 
survey made by Jack C. Brantley, Sur-
veyor, recorded in Plat Book 2, page 
160, Twiggs County Records, bounded 
now or formerly as follows: northeast 
208.71 feet by Fowler Road; southeast 
417.42 feet by lands of Ernest Nicholson; 
southwest 208.71 feet by lands of Gary 
Nobles; and northwest 417.42 feet by 
lands of Gary Noble. The property herein 
conveyed is the same as that described 
in Warranty Deed from Cecil C. Slaugh-
ter and Betty Willis Slaughter to Jubie 
R. Sanders and Eunice L Sanders as 
Joint tenants with Right of Survivorship 
dated February 22, 1973, recorded in 
Deed Book W, page 559, Twiggs County 
Records, the said Eunice L. Sanders 
having died December 11, 1995.

Said property is conveyed subject to 
all easements for utility purposes and 
all covenants and restrictions of record.

Said property is known as 758 Fowler Rd, 
Danville, GA 31017, together with all fix-
tures and personal property attached to and 
constituting a part of said property, if any.

Said property will be sold subject to any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including 
taxes which are a lien, whether or not now 
due and payable), the right of redemption 
of any taxing authority, any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any as-
sessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and 
matters of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.

The proceeds of said sale will be applied 
to the payment of said indebtedness and 
all expenses of said sale as provided in 
said Deed, and the balance, if any, will be 
distributed as provided by law.

The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to 
final confirmation and audit of the status of 
the loan with the secured creditor.

The property is or may be in the possession 
of William E. Williams, Jr. and Caroline 
B. Williams, successor in interest or 
tenant(s).

Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken 
Loans, LLC as Attorney-in-Fact for 
William E. Williams, Jr. and Caroline 
B. Williams

File no. 23-081129
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
211 Perimeter Center Parkway, N.E., 
Suite 130
Atlanta, GA 30346
(770) 220-2535
https://www.logs.com/ 
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR. ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

October 30, November 6, 13, 20, 27, 
December 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025, January 

1, 2026

Wilkinson Co. Legals

W25-105
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF WILKIN-

SON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

AMANDA PANTHER, in official capacity as 
TAX COMMISSIONER OF WILKINSON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA,
Petitioner,v.
EVERETT (AKA EVERETTE)  CURTIS 
AND/OR HIS OR HER KNOWN OR 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW, GEORGIA 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, MORRIS 
BANK, ANY AND ALL PARTIES THAT MAY 
CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE EXCESS 
FUNDS GENERATED FROM THE JUNE 
5, 2018 TAX SALE FOR PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 123 BAGGETT ST. (TAX 
PARCEL: G13 168),
    Respondents.
CIVIL ACTION
FILE NO.  2025CV0103 

NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PUBLICA-
TION

To Respondents - Any And All Parties 
That May Claim An Interest In The Ex-
cess Funds Generated From The June 
5, 2018 Tax Sale For Property Located 
At 123 Baggett St. (Tax Parcel: G13 168):  
Please take notice that Petitioner AMANDA 
PANTHER, in official capacity as TAX COM-
MISSIONER OF WILKINSON COUNTY 
(“Petitioner”) has filed a Summons and 
Petition for Interpleader in the Superior 
Court of Wilkinson County, Georgia in the 
above-captioned case.  

Respondents are hereby commanded to file 
their Answer to the Petition within 60 days 
of the date of the Order Directing Service 
by Publication, or by January 30, 2026, with 
the Clerk of Superior Court of 
Wilkinson County, 100 Bacon St.  P.O. 
Box 250, Irwinton, GA 31042, and serve a 
copy of their Answer on Petitioner’s counsel 
Bradley A. Hutchins, at Weissman PC, 
One Alliance Center, 4th Floor, 3500 
Lenox Road, NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30326.
Witness, the Judge of Wilkinson County 
Superior Court.
4th day of December, 2025.
By:  Star Grove
Deputy Clerk of Superior Court of Wilkinson 
County, Georgia
Prepared by:
D. Andrew Folkner
Georgia Bar No. 695599
Bradley A. Hutchins
GA Bar No. 380682
Counsel for Petitioner Amanda Panther,
in official capacity as Tax Commissioner
of Wilkinson County
Weissman PC
One Alliance Center, 4th Floor
3500 Lenox Road, NE
Atlanta, Georgia  30326
(404) 926-4500 | F 4600

December 11, 18, 25, 2025, January 1, 

2026 

W25-101
SHERIFF’S TAX DEED

STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY OF 
WILKINSON

THIS INDENTURE, made this day of 
August 6, 2024, between Jemesha Ander-
son, Tax Commissioner, Ex-Officio Sheriff 
of said county and BENJAMIN KERRY 
DENNARD, whose address is 305 JUDY 
LANE, AMERICUS, GA 31709.
WHEREAS, Jemesha Anderson, Ex-Offi-
cio Sheriff of said County, did issue a writ 
of fieri facias against (Defendant in fifa) 
SAMUEL KEVIN DENNARD, for state and 
county taxes for the year(s) 2021-2022, 
upon a tract of land lying in said County 
and hereinafter more fully described, the 
property levied upon as the property of 
(Current Record Holder) SAMUEL KEVIN 
DENNARD, and after due and legal adver-
tisement in The Wilkinson County POST, a 
newspaper published in Wilkinson County, 
Georgia, in which Sheriff’s advertisements 
are published, the said Ex-Officio Sheriff 
proceeded on the 6th day of August 2024, 
the same being a day of sale, to offer the 
property for sale and BENJAMIN KERRY 
DENNARD being then and there the high-
est bidder at and for the sum of $7,000.00 
(SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 
ZERO CENTS), the said property was 
then and there knocked off to BENJAMIN 
KERRY DENNARD.
NOW, Jemesha Anderson, E-Officio Sheriff, 
in consideration of the sum of $7,000.00 
(SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 
ZERO CENTS), cash to her in hand paid 
by BENJAMIN KERRY DENNARD at and 
before the sealing and delivery of these 
presents, the receipt thereof is hereby ac-
knowledged, has granted, bargained, and 
sold and by these presents grant, bargain, 
and sell unto the said BENAJMIN KERRY 
DENNARD, his heirs and assigns (so far 
as the office of Ex-Officio Sheriff autho-
rizes her to sell) the following described 
property, to wit:
Map and Parcel # 033 079A
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 29, 5TH LAND DISTRICT, 331ST 
G.M. DISTRICT, WILKINSON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, CONSITING OF 3.32 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS, AND BING MORE, PAR-
TICULUARY SHOWN AND DESRCIBED 
ON A PLAT OF SURVEY PREPARED BY 
BYRON L. FARMER, GRLS NO 1679. 
SAID PLAT, DATED JULY 23, 9999. AND 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 18, PAGE 
187, IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK 
OF SUPERIOR COURT OF WILKINSON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, IS INCORPORATED 
HEREIN BY REFERENCE FOR A MORE 
PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF SAID 
PROPERTY. 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said prem-
ises, unto the said BENJAMIN KERRY 
DENNARD, his heirs and assigns, in as 
full and ample manner as the same was 
held and possessed by the said SAMUEL 
KEVIN DENNARD, when the property was 
levied upon and sold. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Jeme-
sha Anderson, Tax Commissioner, Ex-Of-
ficio Sheriff of Wilkinson County, Georgia, 
has hereunto set her hand and affixed her 
seal to the day and year first above written. 
Jemesha Anderson, Tax Commissioner
Ex-Officio Sheriff, Wilkinson County, 
Georgia

November 27, December 4, 11, 18, 2025

W25-104
STATE OF GEORGIA 
WILKINSON COUNTY 

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS 

RE: 
Estate of Jovani Asaiah Holt 

All debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of Jovani Asaiah Holt, deceased, late of 
Wilkinson  County, Georgia, are hereby 
notified to render their demands and pay-
ments to the Personal  Representative(s) of 
the estate, according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are  required to 
make immediate payment to the Personal 
Representative(s). 
Tyteunna Murquial Jackson 
153 Westbrook Road Apt J4 
Gordon, GA 31031 
This December 02, 2025. 
BY: Clerk of Probate Court 
100 Bacon St,  

Irwinton, GA 31042
December 11, 18, 25, 2025, Jan 1, 2026

W25-107
Notice to Debtors and Creditors
State of Georgia
County of Wilkinson
In RE: Estate of Annie Mae Strickland
All creditors of the estate of Annie Mae 
Strickland late of Wilkinson County, de-
ceased, are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to law, 
and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment.
This ninth day of December, 2025.
Earlie Strickland
Executor of Annie Mae Strickland Estate, 
deceased
P.O. Box 20782
Macon, Ga. 31205

December 18, 25, 2025, January 1, 8, 

2026

W25-103
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF WILKIN-

SON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
Timothy Williams, DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 313 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION 

NOTICE
TO: Paul L. Williams 
Paul L. Williams has petitioned for Paul L. 
Williams to be appointed administrator(s) 
of the estate of Timothy Williams de-
ceased, of said county. (The petitioner has 
also applied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or grant 
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.) All interested persons are here-
by notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or before 
December 22, 2025. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Buradasia A. Mius 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Carol Hodnett 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
Wilkinson County Probate Court 
100 Bacon St 
Irwinton, GA 31042 
478-946-2222 
November 27, December 4, 11, 18, 2025
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ATLANTA — Nation-
al economic headwinds 
driven in part by politics 
will continue suppressing 
Georgia’s economy while 
raising the risk of reces-
sion, says a new economic 
forecast from a business 
think tank at the Universi-
ty of Georgia.

The 43rd annual pre-
diction by the Selig Cen-
ter for Economic Growth 
rates the risk of a recession 
in Georgia at pretty much 
a coin toss.

“In short, Georgia’s 
economy will struggle, and 
it would not take much to 
tip into recession,” says 
the report, out this week.

It places the odds of 
a recession in Georgia at 
49%.

The forces on the state 
economy are largely the re-
sult of policies in Washing-
ton, as President Donald 
Trump’s tariff war blunts 
national economic growth, 
which the report placed at 
1.3% rather than the po-
tential 2%. Job growth will 
likely remain subpar, its 
authors predicted.

“We’re expecting an-
other year of slow eco-
nomic growth. The rate of 
growth will be very similar 
in 2026 to what we experi-
enced in 2025, but there is 
a higher risk of recession,” 
Jeffrey M. Humphreys, the 
main author, said in an in-
terview.

Given the uncertainty 
in the economic and po-
litical environment, fewer 
projects are in the pipe-
line, said Humphreys, the 
director of the Selig Cen-
ter. “The biggest headwind 
is of course the trade war. 
And then the second big-
gest headwind is more re-
strictive immigration pol-
icies.”

Georgia depends more 
on international trade 
than the average state, so 
the tariff troubles have 
been taking a greater toll 
here.

Atlanta, with a highly 
diverse economy, depends 
less on global trade than 
other large metro areas, so 
is less exposed.

But smaller communi-
ties with economies based 
more on production and 
international trade are 
feeling that ill wind.

The economies of 
coastal Brunswick and 
Savannah, for instance, 
rely heavily on shipping 
through their major ports. 
And North Georgia in-
dustrial communities — 
Dalton with flooring and 
Gainesville with food and 
machinery production — 
are also affected, as they 
move product through 
those ports to internation-
al consumers.

The job market has 
been stable, if lackluster.

The unemployment 
rate remained at 3.4% in 
September, the same as in 
August, according to the 
Georgia Department of La-
bor. That was a percentage 
point below the national 
average, though it meant 
more than 180,000 with-
out jobs.

The job market has 
been cooling through the 
year though.

Previously, employees 
could hop between jobs to 
boost their wages.

Now, employers have 
the upper hand, Hum-
phreys said. And that 
should last into next year.

“The labor market has 
barely been adding any 
jobs at all,” he said. “We’re 
only expecting about a half 
a percent job growth next 
year, so basically the labor 
market has stalled out.”

Economic headwinds 
blow through state, job 
outlook steady for now
By TY TAGAMI 
Capitol Beat News Service
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