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District Attorney determines Gordon auction violated no laws

By CHRISTIAN MCKEARNEY
Staff Reporter

A social media scuttle-
butt surrounded the Sep-
tember surplus property
auction held by the city of
Gordon.

The auctioneer was City
Councilman Rodney Evans,
despite the fact that Evans
doesn't hold an auctioneer's
license from the state of

One of the items in the
auction, a backhoe, was not
listed in the original legal
ad that ran in the Times-
Journal-Post prior to the
auction. That backhoe ulti-
mately was purchased at the
auction for $500 by a man
named Patrick Bulloch, who
is the son of city council
member Barbara Towles.
Towles later delivered the

Georgia.

payment for the backhoe
to city hall on behalf of her

son. According to a source
familiar with the auction,
the backhoe "was really old
and in really bad shape."
Regardless, the optics
were not great, and the
chatter began. Someone
eventually shared their
concerns with Ocmulgee
Judicial Circuit District At-
torney Wright Barksdale,
and Barksdale called in the
GBI "to look into whether
the laws of Georgia were

violated as a result of the
auction," according to the
district attorney's office.
Two months passed, and
Wrightsdale reached his
decision. The Gordon City
Council violated no laws
during the auction process,
he concluded. Nor did any
of its council members. As
it turns out, according to
the district attorney, Evans
did not need an auctioneer's
license to lead the auction,

"because he did not meet
the definition of 'auction-
eer," wrote Barksdale. State
law defines an auctioneer as
"any person who, for a fee,
commission or any other
valuable consideration or
with the intention of receiv-
ing the same."

"Councilman Evans did
not receive a financial ben-
efit or consideration for
his actions,” according to
Barksdale. "In fact, his in-

tention by conducting the
auction was motivated by
saving the city money."
Meanwhile, Barksdale's
ruling about the backhoe is
more nuanced and wonky.
Despite not being listed
among the nine auction
items in the legal ad, the
backhoe had "an estimated
value of $500 or less," which
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Southeast Crescent Regional Commissions (SCRC)
recently named Twiggs County as the recipient of
a $1 million SEID grant/SPECIAL PHOTO

Twiggs County
named recipient of
$1 million SEID grant

By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY

Staff Reporter

The Twiggs County
Board of Commission-
ers announced last week
that the county has been
named recipient for a
$1,000,000 grant by
the Southeast Crescent
Regional = Commission
(SCRC). Chairman Ken
Fowler made the an-
nouncement at a Dec. 4
commissioners meeting,
directing all credit for the
grant towards County
Administrator Wilmarie
Liz.

According to the
SCRC webpage, the State
Economic and Infra-
structure Development
(SEID) grant is designed
with the purpose of “fos-
tering growth, strength-
ening infrastructure, and
enhancing workforce de-
velopment.”

A highly competitive
grant, Twiggs County
was awarded the funds to
help develop upcoming
infrastructure for county
development, specifical-
ly the Exit 24 Water and
Sewer Extension Project.

The local match to this
grant is set at $959,470.

In that same meeting,
commissioners also dis-
cussed ongoing condem-
nation and negotiations
with Academy Sports
related to the upcoming
infrastructure project.

After months of ongo-
ing negotiation, County
Attorney Kerry Howell
asked commissioners for
the authority to start set-
ting official plans in mo-
tion. For liquidated dam-
ages, Academy is asking
for $3,000 per day that
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Twiggs Co. Recreation Department 10U
Football Team places 3rd in Gray Bowl

The Twiggs County Recreation Department’s 10U team
snagged 3rd place at this year’s Gray Bowl in Jones County

/SPECIAL PHOTO

By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
Staff Reporter

The Twiggs County
Recreation Department
wrapped up football season
recently with a third place
finish at the 2025 Gray
Bowl.

Held on the weekend of
Nov. 22 and 23, the Gray
Bowl is an annual tourna-
ment hosted by the Jones
County recreation depart-
ment at its recreation cen-
ter. The Twiggs County
Cobras were honored to be
invited to and compete in
this year’s tournament.

Twiggs’s 10U team, for

‘ I'm sure the
parents are
very proud of

them.’

— Steven Wright
Twiggs County
Recreation Dept.
Director

ages 10 and under, finished
srd place after defeating
Jones County on their own
turf. The game was held
Sunday morning, and in

SNAPSHOTS:

Wilkinson County Elementary School last week held
its holiday theme days, and Tuesday was "Twin for
a Day Day." Included were two stylish young turtle

doves/SPECIAL PHOTOS

Boutique shop in Cochran to close storefront
at the end of the year to open up mobile unit

Bay & Co. will close their storefront to open a mobile unit

/CAROLINE WEATHERSBY

By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
Staff Reporter

Bay & Co. is closing its
doors in Cochran at the end
of the year as they begin
transitioning full-time into
a mobile and online busi-
ness.

Bay & Co. Boutique and
Tanning is located on Cher-
ry Street in downtown and
is part clothing store, with
a variety of stylish clothes,
accessories and decor, and
part tanning salon.

The shop is owned by
20-year-old entrepreneur
Paisley Martin, a Milled-
geville native, who, after
being inspired by her father
who used to own Cochran
Motor Speedway, decided
to open up shop in Cochran,

Are you interested in contributing

calling the city “a home
away from home.”

On Nov. 25, a ribbon
cutting ceremony was held
to honor the new business,
which coincided with the
Cochran-Bleckley Chamber
of Commerce’s Business Af-
ter Hours, but despite the
excitement surrounding the
recent celebration, Martin
says the storefront will close
on Dec. 31, shifting into a
travel-boutique which she
will take across the state to
different vending events.

“That’s where my heart
is - to go on the road full
time,” she said.

A major contributor in
Bay & Co.’s success, accord-

BAY & CO
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means that the city council
had the right to sell it "in
the open market without
advertisements and with-
out the acceptance of bids,"
according to Barksdale's

ruling.
In terms of any nep-
otism 1issues, Barksdale

found no legal wrongdoing.

"Georgia law did not
prevent Patrick Bullock,
the son of a councilwom-
an, from purchasing sur-
plus property,” Barksdale
wrote. "The law is silent as
to whether family members
of elected officials or city
employees are prevented
from purchasing surplus

property sold or auctioned
by municipalities."

Barksdale  concluded
that no laws were violated,
and "the only thing that
the city council of Gordon
are guilty of beyond a rea-
sonable doubt is failing to
appreciate and recognize
how their actions created
the appearance of impro-
priety."

"I pray they will be more
(cautious) and thoughtful
moving forward," Barks-
dale wrote.

Evans and Towles both
lost their re-election bids
in November and currently
are in their final month of
serving on the council.

With the football season officially wrapped up, the Twiggs

County Recreation Department will shifting gears towards
other sports like basketball/SPECIAL PHOTOS

10U FOOTBALL

Continued from page 1

the end, Twiggs came out
on top, the final score total-
ing 20-7.

Ahead of Twiggs in the
tournament is Bibb Coun-
ty, which finished in second
place, and Warren County,
which finished first.

Twiggs Recreation Di-
rector Steven Wright ex-
pressed pride in the team’s
performance, not just
during the weekend tour-
nament, but during the
overall season. The Co-
bras “started off incredibly
strong,” he noted, adding,
“I'm sure the parents are
very proud of them.”

Wright said, “They had
an excellent season,” scor-
ing wins over Wilkinson

and Wheeler Counties.

Twiggs kicked off foot-
ball season back in Septem-
ber, with a dominant 28-0
victory over Washington
County in their first game,
which set the tone for a
successful season through-
out the fall.

He also directed credit
toward team coaches that
led the boys to many vic-
tories throughout the sea-
son, including Coach Marc,
Coach Ford, Coach Jay and
Coach Bimp.

With the football season
wrapped up, just in time
for the winter, the Twiggs
rec department has started
shifting gears toward oth-
er, indoor sports with the
basketball season starting
this past Saturday.
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ing to Martin, is her family. Many of
whom have watched the company
grow since its inception. It’s with
her uncle’s help that Martin was
able to convert a travel trailer into a
mini-boutique. At the ribbon cutting
ceremony, it was her son who cut the

bow.

She highlighted her mom espe-
cially, who operates as her business

accountant.

woman!”

“I really couldn’t do it without
her,” said Martin. "Anytime I need
her to open for me, she opens for me.
Anytime I need her to go with me
[somewhere], she does it. She’s my
right hand man - or my right hand

Bay & Co. in Cochran will close their storefront at the end of the year to open a mobile unit /CAROLINE WEATHERSBY

Martin originally opened the Bay
and Co. storefront in May, alongside

her online shop with the same name.

Though she’s hitting the road, Mar-
tin assures the online shop will re-
main open.

From now until Dec. 31 when the
storefront closes, Bay & Co. will be
open from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday

through Friday.
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construction might cause
in disruption to the busi-
ness, including trucks that
may need to be rerouted.
With the commissioners’
approval, Howell would
be able to make these ne-
gotiations concrete. Com-
missioners approved his
request, and negotiations
will likely continue for the
next few months.

“Whatever it takes to
get this project going, we
ought and need to do it,”
said Chairman Fowler.
“This is going to be a sig-
nificant amount of revenue
for Twiggs County, Geor-
gia.”

Commissioners  also
approved three road re-
pair contracts, including
an emergency repair on
Field Road in the amount
of $4,990, additional
patching on Field Road in
the amount of $3,014.60
and on Perry Road in the
amount of $4,995.88.

The board also ap-
proved the amount of
$2,750 to be paid to Turn-
er Construction for con-
tracting work done on the
fire station.

During the meeting, a
conversation about bill-
ing was had among the
commissioners.  Turner
Construction recently sent
the county a bill in the
amount of $7,300, includ-
ing a hefty $3,000 rental
fee. Commissioners were
previously quoted $5,800,
however after commis-
sioners requested an item-
ized bill for documenta-
tion, the county received
the $7,300 bill.

Commissioners  indi-
cated they will speak with
the company to discuss the
additional charges before
approving payment for
the rest of the bill, but in
the time being, approved
a $2,750 portion to be
paid while the bill is being
worked out.

Also recognized at the
meeting is Development

_Attorle_\,-‘
Brian Arnold
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Authority Executive Di-
rector Judy Sherling, who
invited Twiggs County and
the city of Jeffersonville
to apply for the Universi-
ty of Georgia’s Archway
Connected Resilient Com-
munities (CRC) Program.
The goal of the program is
to help rural communities
expand local development
opportunities, identifying
areas where businesses
could thrive.

All it would take, ac-
cording to Sherling, is
sending out 8-10 represen-
tatives from the county to
meet with UGA experts.
The program is completely
free, she added.

Jeffersonville resident
Quartez Durham, along
with Planning and Zoning
Director Monte Blood-
worth, approached the
board to request a rezoning
of Durham’s 1.2 acre prop-
erty on Maulk Thompson
Road, to allow for a body
shop where Durham can
repair his vehicles.

Commissioners  con-
ferred with the county
attorney whether or not
Durham’s property needed
rezoning.

Howell told commis-
sioners that if Durham only
intended to work on his
own vehicles, then techni-
cally, he wouldn't need to
rezone the property. He
explained that rezoning
would only be needed in
the future if he intended to
use the shop to work on

ments, farmer and home-
steader Karen Milbee took
to the podium to plead
with county commission-
ers about starting an ani-
mal control service.

Milbee, who owns prop-
erty in both Twiggs and
Bibb Counties, explained
to the board that she works
with Bibb County Animal
Services in seizures and
relinquishing of livestock,
caring for and rehoming
over 750 animals in the
last six years.

“During  this time
frame, we’ve had severe
animal problems where we
have dogs coming on to my
property and slaughtering
animals. I have begged for
help over and over again.
Not only am I having to
help these animals, I'm
having to bury animals be-
cause we have no animal
control,” she said, tearful-
ly. “This week was another
incident.”

Milbee indicated that,
though she has spent much
of her life here, raising not
only her children but her
grandchildren, she’s con-
sidering leaving if issues
can’t be resolved,

“The stress and anxiety
that I have been under by
not being able to properly
care for what I am trying
to do here and make a dif-
ference is unreal. I'm par-
anoid now, watching my
cameras, scared that these
same dogs are going to get

off the road that they’re on
and come back and finish
slaughtering what I got
left. It’s horrible. It is hor-
rible to live this way.”

Milbee rehoused many
of her own personal ani-
mals because of the ordeal.
Recently, she gave up all
of her pets except for her
chickens.

“I can’t even do that,
you guys. I wake up Mon-
day morning to my chick-
ens being slaughtered.
A baby cat being slaugh-
tered... Two days later,
they’re back again com-
ing to take what I got left,
which isn’t much at this
point. Am I going to have
anything left?”

She expressed that she
is not the only one strug-
gling with animal attacks
in the community, and that
many others are struggling
as well. She’s previously
brought up the concern
with the sheriff’s office,
and though she agrees they
have “stepped up,” their
resources are limited.

Milbee told commis-
sioners she created an out-
line that she would soon
send to the commission-
ers, detailing a plan that
might serve as a good start.

“We need to consider
some sort of animal con-
trol for this county...," she
said. "We're not only fail-
ing our community. We're
failing these animals as
well.”

other vehicles as a busi-
ness. Then, said How-
ell, the property would
need to be rezoned from
residential to commer-
cial.

In the end, the deci-
sion was made to leave
the property as residen-
tial.

In other county busi-
ness, Paul White was
approved for reappoint-
ment to the Board of
Assessors, and a holi-
day schedule, the same
as the state’s, was set for
2026.
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Dozing on the couch during a timeless Christmas special

Now that the halls have
been decked, the mistletoe
hung and the tree is fully
trimmed, it’s time to start
another annual tradition —
binge watching Christmas
programs.

Fifty-six years ago this
week, the holiday clas-
sic “Frosty the Snowman”
first hit the airwaves. The
25-minute cartoon, based
on the 1950 Gene Autry
song of the same name,
was the first seasonal show
watched in my house this
year. About half an hour is
all I can seem to stay awake
after I sit down on the
couch. Yes, I've reached that
stage of fatherhood where I
near-instantly fall asleep
when I try to watch televi-
sion.

So don’t ask me if I've

DID YOU KNOW...’

seen the latest buzz-worthy
program, but I have seen
the intro seven times.
“Frosty” is probably the
last of the great network
television Christmas spe-
cials, with “Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer,” “A
Charlie Brown Christmas”
and the original production
of “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas” all debuting
within the previous eight
years. After the 1960s, small
screen producers seemingly
lost the ability to capture the
magic and meaning of the
season, though Mr. T made
an impressive street Santa
in 1984. He wasn’t the jolly
old elf people were used to.
I pity the fool that doesn't
believe in Christmas.
Speaking of the Grinch,
the older I get the more I

?

understand this beloved
character. The Grinch
didn’t hate Christmas, he
liked peace and quiet, and
we all know that if there are

By KYLE DOMINY

children around, there is lit-
tle peace on Dec. 25, at least
while they are awake.

As for Christmas movies,
let’s set the record straight:

“Die Hard” is a holiday sto-
ry, and is best watched late
on Christmas Eve while try-
ing to put on the finishing
touches, placing presents
around the tree and doing
the work that Santa Claus
will take all the credit for. It
is not quite Christmas with-
out bloodying your knuckles
on a present assembly proj-
ect and stifling your foul
language by stuffing one
of Santa’s cookies in your
mouth. Yippee ki-yay ...
Many people flock to a
production of “The Nut-
cracker” to mark the hol-
idays. This timeless ballet
essentially tells the tale of
two spoiled children and a
broken toy. The two-hour
show could be cut dramati-
cally if the father character
would learn to control his

unruly son.

I've been workshopping
an update to “The Nutcrack-
er.” It's set in a trailer park
and instead of a rat king
there’s a bunch of raccoons.
It will be a short show for all
the dads that have trouble
staying awake. I'll let you
know when the casting call
goes out. Rednecks need ap-
ply.

Whatever you watch this
Christmas season, I hope
you have a couch full of
folks to watch it with. The
most wonderful time of year
is often the most stressful,
and moments with family
can be few and far between.
I'll let you know what movie
or television show I watch
next with mine, and I prom-
ise I'll try to stay awake this
time.

Did two airline CEOs settle a dispute with an arm wrestling match?

iZ)ea’z Santa,

leave it under the tree
could use it better than

To tell you the truth, I don’t want anything
special for Christmas this year. I know, based
on my past history, that’s pretty amazing, but at
my age... Well, I already have everything I need
and a great deal of what I want.

So if you had anything specific for me, please

of a deserving soul who
L. If you stop by anyway,

Love, }ack

T’ll leave out the milk and cookies.

By JACK BAGLEY

For Georgia Trust For Local News

Time for that honored
tradition: my annual letter
to Santa Claus!

Did you know...

... you may have prac-
ticed stultiloquence? We
all have, I'd guess. Stultilo-
quence means silly or sense-
less talk, or babble. (Sounds
like the language of most
politicians, if you ask me.)

... when a French queen
got married, her husband
wasn’t even there? Marie
Antoinette (1755-1793) was
part of an arranged mar-
riage to the man who would
become King Louis XVI of
France (1754-1793) as a way
to seal the union between
her native Austria and
France. The wedding took
place on April 19, 1770, but
Louis wasn’t there; rather,
Marie’s brother Ferdinand
(1754-1806) stood in for the
groom in a proxy wedding
in Vienna. Louis and Marie
held a ceremonial wedding
on May 16 of that year at
Versailles. (But which day
was their anniversary?)

a president of the
United States was an hon-
ored guest at a circus wed-
ding? On Feb. 10, 1863,
circus dwarf “General Tom
Thumb” (born Charles
Sherwood Stratton, 1838-
1883) married another cir-
cus dwarf, Lavinia Warren
(1842-1919) in a production
staged for the “Greatest
Show on Earth” by circus
promoter Phineas T. Bar-
num (1810-1891). More
than 2,000 guests attend-
ed the wedding, including
President Abraham Lincoln
(1809-1865), his wife Mary
(1818-1882), and Lincoln’s
entire cabinet. The ceremo-
ny was dubbed “The Fairy
Wedding” by the press. (No
word on what the couple
called it.)

... two airline CEOs set-
tled a dispute over an ad
slogan with an arm wres-
tling match? In 1992, both
Southwest Airlines and Ste-
vens Aviation were using
the same advertising slogan:
“Just Plane Smart.” Rather
than having to resort to law-
suits or other messy means
of settling the dispute, the
chief executive officer of Ste-
vens, Kurt Herwald (born
1954), playfully challenged
the CEO of Southwest, Herb
Kelleher (1931-2019), to an
arm wrestling match. The
event took place in Dallas,
and Herwald beat Kelleher
in a two-out-of-three match.
However, Herwald gave the
slogan to Kelleher anyway,
in exchange for a $5000 do-
nation to Herwald’s favorite
charity and the dropping of
any legal challenges. (Beats
pistols at ten paces any day
of the week.)

popcorn became a
popular movie snack be-
cause of World War II?
During the war, sugar
shortages made candy hard
to come by and expensive,
sometimes too expensive
for theater owners. So the
owners turned to popcorn,
which was cheaper, easier
to prepare, and apparent-
ly sold like hotcakes — so
much so that popcorn is
now the best-selling movie
snack. (Now, with the price
of butter ...)

Eve (of Adam and
Eve) is depicted as having
blonde hair for a reason?
During the Middle Ages,
women with blonde hair
were viewed with suspi-
cion, and by the middle of
the 14th Century that sus-
picion had even worked its
way into paintings set in the
Garden of Eden. Eve was
given flowing blonde locks
that marked her as an evil
temptress. (They don’t print
enough money to make me
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In 1992, Stevens Aviation’s CEO, Kurt Herwald, challenged Southwest Airlines’ CEO, Herb Kelleher, to an arm wrestling match
after both airlines were using the same slogan, "Just Plane Smart." Herwald won but gave the slogan to Kelleher in exchange
for a $5,000 donation to Herwald’s favorite charity/SPECIAL PHOTO

comment on this.)

... the kiss at the end of
a wedding ceremony has a
historical precedent? People
who study such things have
said that the kiss comes
from ancient Rome, where
tradition had a kiss used
to sign a contract. (Hard to
take that back.)

... some of the sets of a
classic science fiction movie
are now a tourist destina-
tion? In the desert of Tu-
nisia, in Africa, the sets of
the planet Tatooine from
Star Wars (1977) were built,
used, and then abandoned
after filming was complete.
But the desert preserved
the sets, and now they are a
popular tourist destination
in that country. You can
even stay the night in Luke
Skywalker’s home. (The
Force may, indeed, be with
you.)

. the movie Jaws in-
spired a widespread fear
and hunting of sharks? The
1975 film, which (if you
didn’t already know) was
about a monster great white
shark attacking swimmers
at a New England beach

resort, caused such a back-
lash against sharks that they
have been intensely hunted
ever since. Several nations
have, in fact, enacted steps
to protect sharks. Addition-
al trivia note: In a stunning
twist of irony, the man who
wrote the novel Jaws, Peter
Benchley (1940-2006), was
a strong supporter of shark
conservation.

.. a World War II UFO
incident was kept from the
public by orders at the high-
est levels? It was not until
2010 that documents were
released showing that Brit-
ish Prime Minister Winston
Churchill (1874-1965) or-
dered a report of a UFO in-
cident from the early 1940s
involving an unidentified
pilot of the Royal Air Force
to be sealed. Churchill said
he was concerned the re-
port would create a mass
panic, and made the report
secret after conferring with
General Dwight D. Eisen-
hower (1890-1969). The
report itself has still not
been released. (The Little
Green Men were pleased.)

Now... you know!

Twiggs County provides notice that pursuant
to O.C.G.A. § 36-81-6(a), the Board of Commissioners
shall adopt the 2026 Budget for Twiggs County at its
regular meeting on December 18, 2025 at 6 p.m.
at the Board of Commissioners” Meeting Room,
1st Floor, Twiggs County Courthouse, 425 Railroad
Street, Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
TO ADOPT 2026 TWIGGS COUNTY
GEORGIA BUDGET

NOTICE REGARDING THE PROPOSED 2026 TWIGGS COUNTY BUDGET; NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 2026 TWIGGS COUNTY BUDGET; AND NOTICE OF
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING ON DECEMBER 17, 2025

Twiggs County notifies the public that the Proposed 2026 Budget for the County is available at the Twiggs County
Board of Commissioners Office located at the Twiggs County Georgia Courthouse, 425 Railroad Street,
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044.

Twiggs County provides further notice that a public hearing on the Proposed 2026 Budget will be held during the
special called meeting of the Board of Commissioners on December 17, 2025 at 10:30 a.m. at the Board of
Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 1st Floor, Twiggs County Courthouse, 425 Railroad Street, Jeffersonville, Georgia
31.-;11;‘_\"4immn wishing to be heard on the Proposed 2026 Budget may appear at this public hearing,

R 2026 Proj d
Property Taxes 5 5,947,074
Sales Taxes s 524,053
All Other Taxes s 1,341,385
Court Fees/Fines 5 1,442,400
Fees 5 139,409
Grants S 662,956
Other S 1,497,288
Total Revenues s 11,554,565
Expenditures:
Unallocated 5 890,000
Elected Officials 5 131,746
Administration $ 588,075
Registrars | $ 252,958
Tax Commissioner $ 386,891
Tax Assessor S 438,080
Board of Equalization 5 8,887
Clerk of Superior Court 5 315,172
Magistrate S 207,391
Probate 5 351,097
Solid Waste/Recycling 5 454,596
Sheriff S 4,746,512
Coroner ] 76,806
Fire & Rescue $ 939,175
Water-Payroll s 122,956
EMA 5 172,906
Road Department S 1,149,764
Direct Assistance s 399,922
Senior Center ) 94,187
Transit $ 96,142
County Agent 5 50,615
Buildings 5 300,598
Planning/Zoning 5 58,123
Recreation S 105,581
Total Expenditures S (12,338,179)
Net General Fund S (783,614)
Other Funds
E911 Fund Revenues 207,186
E911 Fund Expenditures (207,186)
Transfer to/from General Fund from
E911 $ 0
‘Water Fund Revenues 187,943
Water Fund Expenditures:

GEFA Loans 125,424 125,424

Other Expenditures 113,349 133,707
Total Water Fund Expenditures 259,131
Transfer to/from General Fund from
Water (71,188)
Amount Budgeted to Transfer from
TIA to Gen Fund s 400,000
Amount Needed from Gen. Fund
Reserves to Cover Shortage 5 454,802
Balance 5 (0)]
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The Grand Ole Opry

The Grand Ole Opry has
just reached the century
mark, bringing forth a flood
of memories of this grand
event, which dates to 1925
when its inaugural show
was known as the “WSM
Barn Dance.”

I grew up listening to the
Opry on Saturday nights
and never thought there
would ever be an opportu-
nity to find my way to Nash-
ville. And, heaven for- bid,
that there would ever come
a time when I would be in-
vited backstage and meet
some of the stars I had lis-
tened to over the years.

A longtime friendship
with Whispering Bill An-
derson became my nexus
to many happy evenings
backstage at the Opry, both
at Opryland and a couple
of times at the old Ryman
Auditorium where the Opry
had its beginning.

With Georgia playing
Vanderbilt every year in
football and basketball, my

travelogue in the late fifties
was pretty much confined to
Atlanta and Nashville when
it came to sports and enter-
tainment.

My first trip to Music
City was to see Georgia play
Vanderbilt, in the late ’50s,
best I recall. My mentor and
friend Dan Magill, Georgia
Publicist, got me a press box
ticket, representing the stu-
dent newspaper, The Red &
Black.

From that austere be-
ginning, I have made many
excursions to Nashville for
a variety of reasons. It has
always been an attractive
city with fine restaurants,
an invigorating history, and
a vibrant atmosphere. I re-
member spending time at
“Printer’s Alley,” which is
where numerous publishing
houses were located.

The Alley also became a
nightclub district, with sev-
eral bars and restaurants.
You go to one of the most
popular establishments

such as the Carousel Club,
where the owner, Boots
Randolph, at some point
would get up unannounced
and perform his signature
saxophone number, “Yakety
Sax.” Those country music
stars were like your next-
door neighbors. They were
stars who didn’t act like
they were stars.

Kay Russell, the wife of
Fred Russell, the dean of
Southern  sports-writers,
played tennis with Minnie
Pearl for years and often
had lunch with this doyenne
of Nashville. One of Geor-
gia’s biggest supporters,
Claude Cook from Lumber
City, brought Eddy Arnold
to his farm to quail hunt and
to see the Bulldogs play be-
tween the hedges. When he
introduced me to this coun-
try music icon, who sold
over 85 million records and
is ranked by Billboard as
the No. 1 country artist of all
time, I was overwhelmed. I
listened to Eddy Arnold on
a country station, WJAT out
of Swainsboro, on a noon
show sponsored by Purina
and couldn’t believe I was in

a relaxed conversation with
him.

With Georgia playing
Vandy in Nashville in Octo-
ber several years, I watched
the World Series backstage
at Opryland with Roy Acuff,
Little Jimmy Dickens, Hank
Snow, and others. The sev-
enties were the years of Big
Red Machine, the Cincinna-
ti Reds, who were a favorite
with the Opryland fraterni-
ty. With Cincinnati being
only 135 miles from Nash-
ville, the Reds were like a
hometown team to the Opry
brotherhood.

It was always fun to play
Kenny Rogers’s golf course
in Colbert and see him and
Marianne around town. It is
nice that Luke Bryan hangs
out in Athens for home foot-
ball game weekends, and it
was a signature moment to
enjoy breakfast prepared
by Trisha Yearwood for
my wife and me a couple
of years ago and talk about
small-town living with her
and Garth, along with her
sister, Beth, and Beth’s hus-
band, John Bernard.

On a trip to Nashville in

LORAN SMITH

the eighties, Bill Anderson
took me to Roy Acuff’shome
on the Opryland grounds
and left me with “The King
of Country Music,” while
he ran an errand. We sat on
Acuff’s porch for an hour or
so with him talking about
his life in country music.
He was grateful for the
good life, having grown up
in simple times in May-
nardville, Tenn., which is
26 miles north of Knoxville.
He discoursed with abiding
respect for country music
and the icons he was affili-
ated with at the Opry. Most

of all he lamented the loss
of his wife, Mildred Louise.
The humility of that conver-
sation made one aware that
losing a loved one brings
about painful regret regard-
less of a person’s station in
life.

A favorite story that I've
always enjoyed was from a
good friend, Gus Manning,
whose love of country mu-
sic was unsurpassed. Gus
was the longtime supervisor
of football and basketball
tickets at the University of
Tennessee. He was fascinat-
ed with the long lines that
developed at the old Ryman
Auditorium and went to
see the lady who managed
tickets for the Opry. He be-
gan asking questions about
how she handled certain
requests and issues. She
stopped him and said in her
mountain vernacular, “Mr.
Manning we don’t have no
tickets problems here at the
Opry ’cept them what sits
on comps.”

There has to be a coun-
ty title somewhere in her
down-home verbiage.

Merry Christmas to 25 million kids across America from The Dells

I got the opportunity to
take an unexpected vaca-
tion last week. A friend’s
unused reservation couldn’t
be moved to a new date but
the cruise line would allow
for a new traveler’s name to
be substituted. I spent last
week in various spots in the
Caribbean, blissfully tuning
out the political noise of the
day.

Now I'm back. The un-
seasonable warm and dry
weather I left seems to be on
a vacation of its own. I was
only reminded of the cur-
rent season when leaving
a north Florida restaurant
upon my return and being a
bit surprised when the host-
ess gave me the exit saluta-
tion of “Merry Christmas!”.

No, this won’t be the
annual installment rant-
ing against those who rant
against “Happy Holidays,”
though I will note Hanuk-
kah begins on Sunday eve-
ning, Dec. 14. Our friends
in Israel will celebrate their
first Hanukkah in peace —
tenuous though it is, as it al-
ways is there — since 2022.

Instead, today we’re go-

ing to talk about gift giving.
Tis the season, and all.

One of the more substan-
tive news stories from last
week came from the busi-
ness section. “Billionaires”
Michael and Susan Dell
have decided to give away
more than 6 billion dollars
to America’s children.

The gift is unique in that
it’s not a pledge to give away
the money when they die
and thus no longer need it.
Many of the uber-wealthy
give themselves awards
and dinners when they very
publicly sign away their es-
tates — often to foundations
run by heirs.

It’s also not to an NGO or
other nebulous bureaucracy
that pledges to address chil-
dren’s issues while perpetu-
ating itself on its newfound
capital. Norisit to getawing
named after themselves on
a prominent building nor
research institution bearing
the Dell name.

Instead, they’re going
to give $250 directly to as
many as 25 million chil-
dren under the age of 10 to
start their first investment

o
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account. The only stipula-
tions appear to be that the
child be a U.S. born citizen,
both the child and parents
have wvalid social securi-
ty numbers, and the child
live in a zip code where the
median income is less than
$150,000 — about three
quarters of the country.
This gift is designed to
scale up a program in the
recently passed reconcilia-
tion package that authoriz-
es $1,000 to children born
after Jan. 1 of this year and
will continue with current
funding through 2028. Pro-

ceeds will be invested in
stock based index funds so
that children can be invest-
ed — literally — in our capi-
talist market system.

The hope is that more
will pay attention to these
accounts and learn from the
ups and the downs. Mar-
kets, after all, involve risks.
America was built and still
thrives by the risk takers.

For years, even decades,
we’ve been fed a steady diet
of stories about wealth gaps.

Too many now believe
that there is no intersection
of Wall Street and Main
Street.

Some would have us be-
lieve you can’t even get from
one to the other.

The hope for both the
“Trump Accounts” and
those made possible by the
Dells is that these accounts
are just initial investments.
They want parents, friends,
employers, and eventual-
ly the children themselves
to add to the accounts over
time.

They want the lessons
of patience and compound-
ing to take hold before con-

sumerism takes over. Our
instant gratification society
has normalized getting a
$10 fast food meal delivered
for $30, and prioritized that
over saving even a small
fraction of each paycheck to
first fund rainy day expens-
es, and eventually to build a
real wealth nest egg.

America is the wealthi-
est country on the planet.
Americans are among the
worst developed nations
when it comes to financial
literacy. These two facts
cannot peacefully coexist
for an extended period of
time.

We have dedicated
groups and networks who
wish to make our country a
socialist nation. They love
using terms like “late stage
capitalism” to pretend that
the fall of capitalism is near.

Michael Dell is famous
for realizing while in college
that he had the opportunity
and skills to hustle a bit, and
sell some computers from
his dorm room. Too many
on campuses these days
would spend entire sem-

inars explaining why and
how he’s somehow the bad
guy in American culture.
Note I put the term “billion-
aires” in scare quotes above
because these very folks
now use his hard earned ti-
tle as a pejorative.

A very select few Amer-
icans will ever become bil-
lionaires. Every one of us
has that path open to us,
though few will even select
it. Those who do will need
skill, luck, timing and even
a bit of help along the way
to get anywhere close. But
all of us have the opportu-
nity to save a little, invest a
little, and defer unnecessary
expenses to put a bit aside
for ourselves.

It is hard? Anything
worth doing is. Sometimes,
the hardest part is just get-
ting started or even know-
ing where to start.

Michael and Susan Dell
are taking care of that for
millions of kids, as a no-
strings gift. Even the biggest
haters of billionaires should
be able to appreciate that.

You better watch out:

I visited this topic some
years ago, but things don’t
seem to have changed.

Ring! Ring! Ring!

“Beep! Beep! You have
reached the offices of Santa
Claus and Associates at the
North Pole.”

“Hi, my name is Dick
Yarbrough and I would like.

“In order to better serve
you, please listen to the fol-
lowing options. If you wish
to place an order, please
press ‘One.’ If you are call-
ing about your current or-
der, please press ‘Two.” If
you would like to make
a payment, please press
‘Three.”

“Actually, I just want to
talk to someone about my
Christmas wish list.”

“If you wish to continue
this conversation in English,
please press ‘Four.” Si desea
continuar esta conversacion
en espafiol, presione 'Cin-
co.' Si vous souhaitez con-
tinuer cette conversation en
francais, veuillez appuyer
sur 'Six."”

“English is fine, thank
you, but here’s what I want
to ask. ...”

“Wenn Sie dieses
Gesprach auf Deutsch fort-
setzen mochten, driicken
Sie bitte ‘Sieben Si velis
ad hanc conversationem
Latine, placere premere
'Octo.”

“Look, I don’t speak Ger-
man and the only Latin I
know is ‘E. Pluribus Unum.’
I just want to talk to a live
person about my Christmas

p ﬁ‘-\%@ o \\\

AT l

&

DICK YARBROUGH

wish list — Frosty the Snow-
man, an elf, Bing Crosby — I
don’t care.”

“Your call is very im-
portant to us. Currently, all
of our representatives are
busy serving other custom-
ers. Please stay on the line.
Your wait time is currently
six hours.”

“Six hours! You've got
to be kidding! In the past,
I just called up and talked
to whoever answered the
phone. It looks like you have
automated everything now.
I'm sure it saves you mon-
ey but it is very impersonal
and unbecoming of Santa
Claus. I would strongly sug-
gest that you. ...”

“Your call is very im-
portant to us. Currently, all
of our representatives are
busy serving other custom-
ers. Please stay on the line.
Your wait time is currently
seven hours.”

“This is ridiculous! I
have a great mind to. ...”

“Did you know you can
place your orders and track

Santa Claus has joined the information age

them by going to our web-
site: www.santaclauswork-
shopattheorthpole.org,
backslash, ‘good little boys
and girls, forward slash,
‘Ho. Ho. Ho.” Or you can
find us on Twitter at ‘hash
tag, dash away, dash away
all.”

“I think I'll just forget the
whole thing. All T wanted
was. ...”

Click! “Hello, my name
is Siddharth. To whom am I
speaking?”

“Thank goodness! I am
finally talking to a real per-
son! Listen, Siddharth, I
need to check on. ...”

“This call may be moni-
tored for quality assurance
purposes.”

“That’s okay by me, Sid-
dharth, but all I want is. ..."

“May I have the last four
digits of your Social Securi-
ty number, please?”

“Yeah, sure but all I
want. ..."

“Have you shopped with
us before?”

“Well, kinda. I used to sit
on Santa Claus’s knee ev-
ery year and tell him what I
wanted for Christmas, if you
consider that shopping. Ev-
ery year, I asked for a pony.
I always wanted a pony but I
never got one and I am hop-
ing this might be the year
that Santa Claus ...”

“Will you be paying for
your purchase by credit
card?”

“I haven’t decided yet if I
am going to order anything,
Siddharth. As I mentioned,
the reason I am calling is I
would like to know if. ...”

“I see here that you don’t
have one of our Santa Claus
Affinity Cards. You might
wish to know that for ev-
ery $50 you spend, you ac-
cumulate points that can
be used to purchase airline
tickets, discounts at the gas-
oline pump or a jet ski. May

Isend you a card, Mr. Yard-
burger?”

“It’'s ‘Yarbrough,” Sid-
dharth, and the answer is
‘no.” All I want is...”

“It has been a pleasure
talking to you, Mr. Yard-
burger. Please stay on the
line for a short customer
survey that will enable us to
serve you even better in the

future. Have a nice day and
thank you for choosing San-
ta Claus at the North Pole.”
Click!

“Hello? Hello? He’s
gone! Rats! And I never
even got to speak to Santa
Claus! All I wanted to know
was if this was the year
when I might finally get my
~"#@!# pony!"

Pam Burney, General Manager
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Legals

C25-133
NOTICE OF INTENT TO VOLUNTARILY
DISSOLVE

CENTRAL GEORGIA BANKING COMPA-

NY
Notice is given that a notice of intent to
dissolve CENTRAL GEORGIA BANKING
COMPANY, a Georgia corporation with its
registered office at 112 East Beech Street,
P.O. Box 539, Cochran, Georgia, 31014,
will be delivered to the Secretary of State
for filing in accordance with O.C.G.A.
§ 14-2-1403.1 of the Georgia Business
Corporation Code.
CENTRAL GEORGIA BANKING COM-
PANY requests that all persons with
claims against it provide a written notice
of the claim to it at James Bates Brannan
Groover, LLP, 1 Press Place, Suite 200,
Athens, Georgia, ATTN: Erin S. Wood-
side. The written notice must set forth the
following:
the basis of the claim in detail,
the dollar amount of the claim,
the claimant’s current business address,
and
the claimant’s current telephone number.
Notice is given that, except for claims that
are contingent at the time of the filing of,
or that arise after, the filing of the notice of
the intent to dissolve, a claim against the
Corporation, not otherwise barred, will be
barred unless a proceeding to enforce the
claim is commenced within two years after
publication of this notice, as provided in
O.C.G.A. § 14-2-1407(b) of the Georgia
Business Corporation Code.

December 4, 11, 2025

C25-135
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF BLECK-
LEY COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF
JIMMIE LEE BLACKSHEAR.
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 2025819

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION
NOTICE

TO: NICOLE HORNEDENT and to whom
it may concern:
VICTORIA BLACKSHEAR FREENEY
has petitioned for
VICTORIA BLACKSHEAR FREENEY
to be appointed administrator(s) of the
estate of JIMMIE LEE BLACKSHEAR de-
ceased, of said county. (The petitioner has
also applied for waiver of bond, waiver of
reports, waiver of statements, and/or grant
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. §
53-12-261.) All interested persons are here-
by notified to show cause why said petition
should not be granted. All objections to the
petition must be in writing, setting forth the
grounds of any such objections, and must
be filed with the Court on or before
January 9, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Johnathan Fordham
Judge of the Probate Court

December 11, 18, 25, January 1

C25-134
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF BLECK-
LY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
In Re: Teshanna Kathleen Stephens
Civil Action File No 2025W-01419PW
NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE
NAME
GEORGIA, Bleckly County
Notice is hereby given that Teshanna K.
Stephens the undersigned, filed his petition
to the Superior Court of Bleckly County,
Georgia on the 01 day of July, 2025, praying
for a change in the name of petitioner from
Teshanna Kathleen Stephens to Dimka K.
Stephens. Notice is hereby given pursuant
to law to any interested or affected party to
appear in said Court and to file objections
to such name change. Objections must be
filed with said Court within 30 days of the
filing of said petition.
This 01 day of July, 2025.
Teshanna Kathleen Stephens
Petitioner

December 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

C25-132
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

RE: ESTATE OF BILLY R. SMITH, DE-
CEASED
All creditors of the Estate of Billy R. Smith,
deceased, late of Bleckley County, Geor-
gia, are hereby notified to render in their
demands to the undersigned according to
law, and all persons indebted to said estate
are required to make immediate payment
to Administrator.
This 13th day of November, 2025.
Billy R. Smith, Jr., Administrator
6845 Clyo Kildare Road
Newington, GA 30446

November 20, 27, December 4, 11, 2025

C25-131

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF BLECKLEY
All creditors of the estate of ETHEL MAE
HOBBS, deceased, late of Bleckley County,
Georgia, are hereby notified to render in
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to said
Estate are required to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
SUSAN CLARK, Administrator of the Estate
of ETHEL MAE HOBBS
103 Clark Drive
Cochran, GA 31014
Jordan L. Reab
WALKER, HULBERT, GRAY & MOORE
LLP
Perry, GA 31069
478-987-1415

November 20, 27, December 4, 11, 2025

T25-066
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TWIGGS

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

Because of a default under the terms of
the Security Deed executed by William E.
Williams, Jr. and Caroline B. Williams to
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc. as nominee for Rocket Mortgage, LLC,
FKA Quicken Loans, LLC dated August 11,
2022, and recorded in Deed Book 102,

Page 105, Twiggs County Records, said
Security Deed having been last sold, as-
signed, transferred and conveyed to Rocket
Mortgage, LLC, FKA Quicken Loans, LLC,
securing a Note in the original principal
amount of $154,660.00, the holder thereof
pursuant to said Deed and Note thereby
secured has declared the entire amount of
said indebtedness due and payable and,
pursuant to the power of sale contained
in said Deed, will on the first Tuesday,
January 6, 2026, during the legal hours of
sale, before the Courthouse door in said
County, sell at public outcry to the highest
bidder for cash, the property described in
said Deed, to-wit:

All that certain parcel of land situate in
the 23rd Land District in the County of
Twiggs, State of Georgia, being known
and designated as shown by a plat of
survey made by Jack C. Brantley, Sur-
veyor, recorded in Plat Book 2, page 160,
Twiggs County Records, bounded now
or formerly as follows: northeast 208.71
feet by Fowler Road; southeast 417.42
feet by lands of Ernest Nicholson;
southwest 208.71 feet by lands of Gary
Nobles; and northwest 417.42 feet by
lands of Gary Noble. The property herein
conveyed is the same as that described
in Warranty Deed from Cecil C. Slaugh-
ter and Betty Willis Slaughter to Jubie
R. Sanders and Eunice L Sanders as
Joint tenants with Right of Survivorship
dated February 22, 1973, recorded in
Deed Book W, page 559, Twiggs County
Records, the said Eunice L. Sanders
having died December 11, 1995.

Said property is conveyed subject to
all easements for utility purposes and
all covenants and restrictions of record.

Said property is known as 758 Fowler Rd,
Danville, GA 31017, together with all fix-
tures and personal property attached to and
constituting a part of said property, if any.

Said property will be sold subject to any
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including
taxes which are a lien, whether or not now
due and payable), the right of redemption
of any taxing authority, any matters which
might be disclosed by an accurate survey
and inspection of the property, any as-
sessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and
matters of record superior to the Security
Deed first set out above.

The proceeds of said sale will be applied
to the payment of said indebtedness and
all expenses of said sale as provided in
said Deed, and the balance, if any, will be
distributed as provided by law.

The sale will be conducted subject (1) to
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to
final confirmation and audit of the status of
the loan with the secured creditor.

The property is or may be in the possession
of William E. Williams, Jr. and Caroline
B. Williams, successor in interest or
tenant(s).

Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken
Loans, LLC as Attorney-in-Fact for
William E. Williams, Jr. and Caroline
B. Williams

File no. 23-081129

LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
211 Perimeter Center Parkway, N.E.,
Suite 130
Atlanta, GA 30346

(770) 220-2535

https://www.logs.com/

*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR. ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.

October 30, November 6, 13, 20, 27,

December 4, 11, 18, 25, January 1, 2025

T25-078
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
TWIGGS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

TODD S. ANDERSON, Plaintiff
"
SANDRA F. ANDERSON, Defendant
Civil Action File no. 2025-V-075

NOTICE OF SUMMONS--SERVICE BY

PUBLICATION

TO: Sandra F. Anderson, Defendant Named
Above:
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action seeking Dissolution/Divorce
was filed against you in said Court on June
18, 2025, and that by reason of an order for
service of summons by publication entered
by the court on October 7, 2025 you are
hereby commanded and required to file
with the clerk of said court and serve upon
Todd S. Anderson, Plaintiff, whose address
is 2476 Vineville Ave, Macon, GA 31204 an
answer to the complaint within sixty (60)
days of the date of the order of service by
publication. If you fail to do so, judgment
by default will be taken against you for the
relief demanded in the complaint.
Witness the Honorable Jon F. Helton,
Judge of said Court
This the 13th day of November, 2025.
/Is] Karen F. Burke
Clerk of Superior Court
Twiggs County

November 20, 27, December 4, 11, 2025

T25-079
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS
COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF EDWIN R. ROBIN-
SNON SR, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. P-25-069

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-
TRATION NOTICE

TO: TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

Faith Nicole Lucas and Melissa Clark
Robinson have petitioned to be appointed
administrators of the estate of Edwin R.
Robinson, Sr., deceased of said county.
( The petitioner has also applied for waiv-
er of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of
statements, and/or grant of certain powers
contained in O.C.G.A. 53-12-261.) All
interested persons are hereby notified to
show cause why said petition should not be
granted. All objections to the petition must
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of
any such objections, and must be filed with
the Court on or before December 15, 2025.

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Honorable Gary Nobles. Jr
Judge of Probate Court
By: Diane H. Robinson
Clerk of the Probate Court
Twiggs County Probate Court
425 Railroad St. N P.O Box 186
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044
Address
478-945-3390
Telephone Number

November 20, 27, December 4, 11, 2025

W25-103
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF WILKIN-
SON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF
Timothy Williams, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 313
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION
NOTICE
TO: Paul L. Williams
Paul L. Williams has petitioned for Paul L.
Williams to be appointed administrator(s)
of the estate of Timothy Williams de-
ceased, of said county. (The petitioner has
also applied for waiver of bond, waiver of
reports, waiver of statements, and/or grant
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. §
53-12-261.) All interested persons are here-
by notified to show cause why said petition
should not be granted. All objections to
the petition must be in writing, setting forth
the grounds of any such objections, and
must be filed with the Court on or before
December 22, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Buradasia A. Mius
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Carol Hodnett
Clerk of the Probate Court
Wilkinson County Probate Court
100 Bacon St
Irwinton, GA 31042
478-946-2222
November 27, December 4, 11, 18, 2025

W25-101
SHERIFF’S TAX DEED
STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY OF
WILKINSON
THIS INDENTURE, made this day of
August 6, 2024, between Jemesha Ander-
son, Tax Commissioner, Ex-Officio Sheriff
of said county and BENJAMIN KERRY
DENNARD, whose address is 305 JUDY
LANE, AMERICUS, GA 31709.
WHEREAS, Jemesha Anderson, Ex-Offi-
cio Sheriff of said County, did issue a writ
of fieri facias against (Defendant in fifa)
SAMUEL KEVIN DENNARD, for state and
county taxes for the year(s) 2021-2022,
upon a tract of land lying in said County
and hereinafter more fully described, the
property levied upon as the property of
(Current Record Holder) SAMUEL KEVIN
DENNARD, and after due and legal adver-
tisement in The Wilkinson County POST, a
newspaper published in Wilkinson County,
Georgia, in which Sheriff's advertisements
are published, the said Ex-Officio Sheriff
proceeded on the 6th day of August 2024,
the same being a day of sale, to offer the
property for sale and BENJAMIN KERRY
DENNARD being then and there the high-
est bidder at and for the sum of $7,000.00
(SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND
ZERO CENTS), the said property was
then and there knocked off to BENJAMIN
KERRY DENNARD.

NOW, Jemesha Anderson, E-Officio Sheriff,
in consideration of the sum of $7,000.00
(SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND
ZERO CENTS), cash to her in hand paid
by BENJAMIN KERRY DENNARD at and
before the sealing and delivery of these
presents, the receipt thereof is hereby ac-
knowledged, has granted, bargained, and
sold and by these presents grant, bargain,
and sell unto the said BENAJMIN KERRY
DENNARD, his heirs and assigns (so far
as the office of Ex-Officio Sheriff autho-
rizes her to sell) the following described
property, to wit:
Map and Parcel # 033 079A
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND
LOT 29, 5TH LAND DISTRICT, 331ST
G.M. DISTRICT, WILKINSON COUNTY,
GEORGIA, CONSITING OF 3.32 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS, AND BING MORE, PAR-
TICULUARY SHOWN AND DESRCIBED
ON A PLAT OF SURVEY PREPARED BY
BYRON L. FARMER, GRLS NO 1679.
SAID PLAT, DATED JULY 23, 9999. AND
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 18, PAGE
187, IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK
OF SUPERIOR COURT OF WILKINSON
COUNTY, GEORGIA, IS INCORPORATED
HEREIN BY REFERENCE FOR A MORE
PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF SAID
PROPERTY.
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said prem-
ises, unto the said BENJAMIN KERRY
DENNARD, his heirs and assigns, in as
full and ample manner as the same was
held and possessed by the said SAMUEL
KEVIN DENNARD, when the property was
levied upon and sold.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Jeme-
sha Anderson, Tax Commissioner, Ex-Of-
ficio Sheriff of Wilkinson County, Georgia,
has hereunto set her hand and affixed her
seal to the day and year first above written.
Jemesha Anderson, Tax Commissioner
Ex-Officio Sheriff, Wilkinson County,
Georgia

November 27, December 4, 11, 18, 2025

W25-105
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF WILKIN-
SON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
AMANDA PANTHER, in official capacity as
TAX COMMISSIONER OF WILKINSON
COUNTY, GEORGIA,
Petitioner,v.
EVERETT (AKA EVERETTE) CURTIS
AND/OR HIS OR HER KNOWN OR
UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW, GEORGIA
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, MORRIS
BANK, ANY AND ALL PARTIES THAT MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE EXCESS
FUNDS GENERATED FROM THE JUNE
5, 2018 TAX SALE FOR PROPERTY
LOCATED AT 123 BAGGETT ST. (TAX
PARCEL: G13 168),
Respondents.
CIVILACTION
FILE NO. 2025CV0103
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PUBLICA-
TION
To Respondents - Any And All Parties
That May Claim An Interest In The Ex-
cess Funds Generated From The June
5, 2018 Tax Sale For Property Located
At 123 Baggett St. (Tax Parcel: G13 168):
Please take notice that Petitioner AMAN-
DA PANTHER, in official capacity as TAX
COMMISSIONER OF WILKINSON COUN-
TY (“Petitioner”) has filed a Summons and
Petition for Interpleader in the Superior
Court of Wilkinson County, Georgia in the
above-captioned case.
Respondents are hereby commanded to
file their Answer to the Petition within 60
days of the date of the Order Directing
Service by Publication, or by January 30,
2026, with the Clerk of Superior Court of
Wilkinson County, 100 Bacon St. P.O.
Box 250, Irwinton, GA 31042, and serve a
copy of their Answer on Petitioner’s counsel
Bradley A. Hutchins, at Weissman PC,
One Alliance Center, 4th Floor, 3500
Lenox Road, NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30326.

Witness, the Judge of Wilkinson County
Superior Court.
4th day of December, 2025.
By: Star Grove
Deputy Clerk of Superior Court of Wilkinson
County, Georgia
Prepared by:
D. Andrew Folkner
Georgia Bar No. 695599
Bradley A. Hutchins
GA Bar No. 380682
Counsel for Petitioner Amanda Panther,
in official capacity as Tax Commissioner
of Wilkinson County
Weissman PC
One Alliance Center, 4th Floor
3500 Lenox Road, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30326
(404) 926-4500 | F 4600
December 11, 18, 25, January 1

W25-106

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
State of GEORGIA, County of WILKINSON.
Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale
contained in a Deed to Secure Debt given
by EVA JO HERRIN to MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC.
("MERS”) AS NOMINEE FOR QUICKEN
LOANS INC., dated 01/15/2020, and Re-
corded on 01/21/2020 as Book No. 00389
and Page No. 0541 0558, WILKINSON
County, Georgia records, as last assigned
to ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A
QUICKEN LOANS, LLC (the Secured
Creditor), by assignment, conveying the
after described property to secure a Note
of even date in the original principal amount
of $64,753.00, with interest at the rate
specified therein, there will be sold by the
undersigned at public outcry to the highest
bidder for cash at the WILKINSON County
Courthouse within the legal hours of sale
on the first Tuesday in February, 2026,
the following described property:
TAX ID NUMBER(S): G12 059
LAND SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF
WILKINSON IN THE STATE OF GA
BEING PARTS OF LOTS 10,11 AND 12IN
BLOCK ‘C’ AS SHOWN ON A PLAT AND
SURVEY OF THE A.G. LAMAR SALE,
SAID PLAT BEING OF RECORD IN PLAT
BOOK 5, PAGE 16 IN THE OFFI
CE OF THE CLERK OF THE WILKINSON
COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT, WHICH
PLAT IS INCORPORATED HEREIN BY
REFERENCE THERETO, AND EACH
LOT FRONTING ON GEORGIA AVENUE
A DISTANCE OF FIFTY (50°) FEET,
ALL LYING AND BEING IN ONE BODY,
AND HAVING LOCATED THEREON A
DWELLING HOUSE AND BEING NOW
OR FORMERLY BOUNDED AS FOL-
LOWS: NORTH BY LANDS OF MR. AND/
OR MRS. H.C. BLANKENSHIP, EAST
BY ELAM STREET, WEST BY LANDS
OF RALPH W. WATKINS; SOUTH BY
GEORGIA AVENUE.
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 125 ELAM ST,
GORDON, GA 31031 2504
THE PROPERTY ADDRESS AND TAX
PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
LISTED ARE PROVIDED SOLELY FOR
INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES
The debt secured by said Deed to Secure
Debt has been and is hereby declared due
because of, among other possible events of
default, failure to pay the indebtedness as
and when due and in the manner provided
in the Note and Deed to Secure Debt. The
debt remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the same
and all expenses of this sale, as provided
in the Deed to Secure Debt and by law,
including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to
collect attorney’s fees having been given).

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/AQUICK-
EN LOANS, LLC holds the duly endorsed
Note and is the current assignee of the
Security Deed to the property. ROCKET
MORTGAGE, LLC, acting on behalf of and,
as necessary, in consultation with ROCK-
ET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A QUICKEN
LOANS, LLC (the current investor on the
loan), is the entity with the full authority to
negotiate, amend, and modify all terms of
the loan. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44 14
162.2, ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC may
be contacted at: ROCKET MORTGAGE,
LLC, 635 WOODWARD AVE., DETROIT,
M1 48226, 800 508 0944. Please note that,
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44 14 162.2, the
secured creditor is not required to amend
or modify the terms of the loan.
To the best knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the party/parties in posses-
sion of the subject property known as 125
ELAM ST, GORDON, GEORGIA 31031 is/
are: EVA JO HERRIN or tenant/tenants.
Said property will be sold subject to (a) any
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including
taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and
payable), (b) any matters which might be
disclosed by an accurate survey and in-
spection of the property, and (c) all matters
of record superior to the Deed to Secure
Debt first set out above, including, but not
limited to, assessments, liens, encum-
brances, zoning ordinances, easements,
restrictions, covenants, etc.
The sale will be conducted subject to (1)
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2)
final confirmation and audit of the status of
the loan with the holder of the security deed.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 9 13 172.1,
which allows for certain procedures regard-
ing the rescission of judicial and nonjudicial
sales in the State of Georgia, the Deed
Under Power and other foreclosure docu-
ments may not be provided until final con-
firmation and audit of the status of the loan
as provided in the preceding paragraph.
ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A
QUICKEN LOANS, LLC
as Attorney in Fact for
EVA JO HERRIN.
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTORATTEMPTING TO COLLECT
ADEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
00000010656627
BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER TURNER
& ENGEL, LLP
4004 Belt Line Road, Suite 100
Addison, Texas 75001
Telephone: (972) 341 5398

December 11, 2025

W25-104
STATE OF GEORGIA
WILKINSON COUNTY
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS
RE:
Estate of Jovani Asaiah Holt

All debtors and creditors of the Estate
of Jovani Asaiah Holt, deceased, late of
Wilkinson County, Georgia, are hereby
notified to render their demands and pay-
ments to the Personal Representative(s) of
the estate, according to law, and all persons
indebted to said estate are required to
make immediate payment to the Personal
Representative(s).
Tyteunna Murquial Jackson
153 Westbrook Road Apt J4
Gordon, GA 31031
This December 02, 2025.
BY: Clerk of Probate Court
100 Bacon St,
Irwinton, GA 31042

December 11, 18, 25 January 1
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We don't knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or
intend to discriminate, on any
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgia newspapers for only $350.

Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

just $149. Call 1-855-391-2065

ready when calling!

an inspection today! 1-833-406-
0231 Have zip code of property

G

GEORGIA PRESS ASSOCIATION

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits? We Can Help!

Ocmulgee EMC Announces
The Following Job Opening

Right of Way Laborer

This is a Full Time Position

Deadline to Apply is:
Friday, December 12th
at 5:00 p.m.

For more information call
478-374-7001 ext. 107

Job Applications may be
obtained from:

Ocmulgee EMC
5722 Eastman Street
Eastman, GA 31023

Ocmulgee EMC is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair
housing act and we do not accept
advertising that is in violation of
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion,
sex, national origin, handicap or
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 12/7/25

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers, No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. Al plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE

Don't et the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concemed about a
fall or wants fo regain access to
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information
kit. Call 1-833-661-9339

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are |eading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial - steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer - up
to 50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-833-
781-0206

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: A
small amount of water can lead fo
major damage to your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out the
wet area and do repairs to protect
your family and your home's value!
If you have water in your home that
needs to be dried, call 24/7: 1-833-
871-2090. Have zip code of service
ocation ready when you call

ELECTRICAL SERVICES: Reliable
& experienced. Competitive rates.
From simple household problems
toinstalling & brand new electrical
system, we can take care of it alll
Call now and have the zip code of
the service location when you calll
1-833-399-6566

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-6602

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT
YOUR HOME from pests safely
and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders
and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable, Call for service or

HOME BREAK-INS take less than
60 SECONDS. Don't wait! Protect
your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a
day! Call 1-833-890-1269

SunSetter. America's Number One
Awning! Instant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up
to 10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
7400337

MISCELLANEOUS

When you want the best, you want
Omaha Steaks! 100% guaranteed
and delivered to your door! Qur
Butcher's Deluxe Package comes
with 8 FREE Omaha Steaks.
Smash Burgers ONLY $89.99.
Call 1-866-411-5403 and mention
code 79797ZED or visit www.oma-
hasteaks com/Deluxe2795

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal
Actions! Speak to a Professional
Attorney and Get the Help You
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE
PAYMENTS? Threatened with
foreclosure? Denied a loan
modification? Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to speak
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-7162

Wesley Financial Group LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over 850,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019,
Get free informational package
and learn how fo get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
866-411-5215

Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed

and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a

free, instant price quote on your
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TOKIDS.
Your donation helps fund the
search for missing children and
preventing abduction. Accepting
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free
Pickup - Running or Not Maximum
Tax Donation - Call (888) 515-3813

TV/INTERNET

Get DISH Satellite TV + Intemnet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!
Virus Removal, Data Recovery!
247 EMERGENCY 520 OFF ANY
SERVICE with coupon 42522!
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

We Buy Houses for Cash AS I8!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins
| Banjos. 1-833-641-6792
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ACROSS

1 Tousle

5 Resistance
unit

8 Prego rival

12 Bickering

13 Zodiac animal

14 Pub orders

15 Tabula —

16 Sheer fabrics

18 Santiago resi-
dent

20 Playful sea
critter

21 Mormon
church, for
short

22 Top card

23 Army bigwigs

26 Scolding

30 "Humbug!"

31 Cooking fuel

32 French pro-
noun

33 Upbeat

36 Rose protec-
tor

38 Weeding tool

39 Spanish gold

40 Parlor pieces

43 Bar exercises

47 Trailblazing
congress-
woman
Shirley —

49 Power co.
supply

50 Suffix for mil-
lion

51 "Levitating"
singer Lipa

47 48
50 51
53 54
52 Poet Teasdale 9 Qaodles 29 Tom Collins
53 Rolling 10 Hereditary liguor
stone's lack unit 31 "My word!"
54 Lair 11 Cold War ini- 34 Stages
55 Threaded fas-  tials 35 Ritzy
tener 17 Central 36 Part of TNT
points 37 Truthiul
DOWN 19 Asnerand 39 "Holy cow!"
1 Artist Chagall Harris 40 Con job
2 Beehive State 22 Soundsof 41 Columbus'
3 Spanish ayes relief home
4 Stable enclo- 23 Telly network 42 Evergreens

sures 24 Fan's cry 43 Crossword
5 Killer whales 25 Sashimi fish hint
6 Virtuosovio- 26 Automobile 44 — Bator
linist Hilary 27 "As|seeit," 45 Lima'sland
7 2001, to Cato in a text 46 "Shoo!"
8 Traveledthe 28 Figh-fowl 48 Quirky
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: Home of the U.S. Film Industry

Akanes Kit Kat Mars Pirate Coins
Cuberdon Lokum Mentos Rahat
Dumle London Drops  Milka Spunk
Geisha Macaron Pez
{32025 King Features Syndicate, inc. All rights reserved.
Just Like Cate & Dogg by Dave T. Phipps

NO, THERE'S NOT A “*DOWNHILL SETTING.”
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It pays to advertise
in your local paper!
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