NOVEMBER 20, 2025

TIMES JOURNAL POST &1

THE TWIGGS TIMES NEW ERA

Vol. 25, No. 47

The Cochran Journal

Vol. 118, No. 47

The Wilkinzon County Post

Vol. 25, No. 47

TW|ggs County BOE approves field trips, fundraisers

By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
Staff Reporter

At a November 11 board
meeting for Twiggs public
schools, Assistant Superinten-
dent James F. Austin IIT took
to the podium to discuss the
monthly financial report. The
total proposed expenditures
and encumbrances, noted Aus-
tin, amounted to $10,716,535.

After his presentation,

Assistant Superintendent James F. Austin lll discusses teacher attrition.
From left to right, Board Member Rhonda King (District 3), Board Member
Teresa Blackshear (District 2), Superintendent Dr. Mack Bullard, Chairperson
Thomas Carstarphen, and Vice Chairperson Isiah Rouse Jr./SPECIAL PHOTO

board member Teresa Black-
shear asked Austin if any cuts
were needed with the current
budget plan.

Austin responded that cuts

weren’t currently needed, but
that they planned to “use attri-
tion first” in reducing upcoming
expenditures. Responsibilities
would be re-delegated to other,
existing personnel. Austin said
they “already have some roles
they’re going to do that with” in
the following year.
Superintendent Dr. Mack
Bullard jumped into the con-
versation, highlighting how he
also wished to pursue attrition.
He hopes that, through attri-
tion, the district can limit cut-
ting active positions. He men-
tioned a number of staff would
be retiring soon, and that mul-

tiple of these positions would
not need to be refilled.

“We definitely don’t want
anybody to lose their jobs. We
just got to do what’s best for
our children,” said Blackshear.

Austin also requested the
board renew an upcoming con-
tract with Centegix, an emer-
gency alert system for school
staff across the county. Austin
requested the board approve
the renewal for Jeffersonville
Elementary, noting renewals
for other Twiggs schools will be
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Twiggs County Public Schools
receives Georgia Economic
Development Award for 2025
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By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
Staff Reporter

While attending the State’s Rural Education and
Innovation Conference on Nov. 13, Twiggs County
Public Schools was awarded the 2025 Georgia Eco-
nomic Development Award and recognized for a sig-
nificant leap in math scores.

Held in Helen, Ga. last week, the conference,
presented by the Georgia Department of Education,
saw a number of state-wide school highlights. The
DOE Chief of Staff Christy Todd delivered a special
rural highlights presentation on behalf of the State
School Superintendent Richard Woods, during
which Twiggs was awarded with the two distinctions.

Twiggs County schools were awarded the Eco-
nomic Development Partnership Designee, which,
according to the presentation, “recognizes a dis-
trict as a strategic partner in their local and regional
workforce development ecosystem” and “promotes
increased work-based learning and Youth Appren-
ticeship opportunities, access to in-demand career
exploration, and more.”

According to District Superintendent Dr. Mack
Bullard, the Georgia Department of Education and
Georgia Economic Development Association work
together to evaluate schools by their matching of ed-
ucation with current work force needs.

Out of 115 rural school districts, according to Bul-
lard, only 21 have ever earned this distinction.
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Speakers at the event mcIuded US like Cochran Mayor B|IIy Yeomans/SPECIAL PHOTO

City of Cochran holds Veterans Day
program in the city auditorium

By CAROLINE WEATHERSBY
Staff Reporter

On Nov. 11, the City of Cochran
held a special Veterans Day program
in the city auditorium, consisting of
special presentations, music, speeches
and more.

The Dodge County JROTC start-
ed the program with a presentation
of colors. Following the presentation,
attendees heard several musical per-
formances by Terra Proffitt Lucent,
Cheryl Harris and the Bleckley Coun-
ty High School Band. Some of the
songs performed last Tuesday were
the "Star-Spangled Banner" and "God
Bless America."

Dave Witte, Colonel Michael Ju-
nod, Dr. Reed Crumbliss and Cochran
Mayor Billy Yeomans gave speeches
throughout the program. Yeomans,
an army veteran, gave the closing re-
marks.

Refreshments were provided by
the Cochran Woman’s Club.

The City of Cochran shared pho-
tos from the event on their Facebook
page.

“Seeing our community come to-
gether in unity and gratitude was in-
spiring. Thank you to every veteran,
family member, student, performer,
and citizen who helped make this day
one to remember. Cochran proudly
honors our heroes — today and every

day,” said officials in the post.

“The City of Cochran would like to
extend a heartfelt thank you to every-
one who participated in and attended
today’s Veteran’s Day Program. It was
a beautiful and meaningful tribute to
those who have served our country
with courage and sacrifice.”

The post made a special acknowl-
edgment to Mr. Robert Ashcroft, who
“took no credit but deserves so much
of it.”

In the weeks leading up to the
presentation, the city’s Public Works
team lined Dykes Street with dozens
of American flags. Underneath each
was the name of a US Veteran.

Man arrested shoplifting

at new Gordon B&T Market

By CHRISTIAN MCKEARNEY
Staff Reporter

Charles Daniel Wallace was picked
up on a JAG probation warrant and ar-
rested on Nov. 15.

Then, just two days later, he was ar-
rested again, this time inside the B&T
Food Fresh Markets in Gordon. An offi-
cer from the Gordon Police Department
responded after receiving a 911 call from
a store employee. According to the em-
ployee, the grocery store manager "was
watching (the cameras) from home and
saw (Noma Lisa Cooper) stealing items
in her purse." The employee added that
Waller was accompanied by a man, lat-
er identified as Wallace.
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Warriors falls short after
tough fight in playoffs

An undermanned Wilkinson County squad fought

awfully hard last Friday night but ultimately came up
short, losing to Jenkins County 38-27 in round one of
the GHSA Class A Division II playoffs.

The Warriors dressed out two dozen players, which
was roughly half as many as the Eagles, who also had
a noticeable size advantage on the line of scrimmage.

The loss marked the third straight first-round
playoff exit for Wilco, with all three losses coming at
home.

Some Wilco players fought back tears as the final
seconds ticked off and the handshake line formed.

The situation appeared especially bleak late in
the third quarter, with Jenkins already up 28-14 and
driving deep in Wilco territory. The Warriors' defense

WARRIORS
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Losmg in the playoffs always hurts Sophomore
lineman Jason Hurst reacts to Wilkinson County’s
38-27 loss to Jenkins County last Friday night
/CHRISTIAN MCKEARNEY

Are you interested in contributing
to the Times Journal Post?

We are always looking for great stories, photos,
articles and writers. Contact us if you would like
to contribute and help preserve local journalism.

Annual Subscription Rates
In-County Rate: $31.00
Out-of-County Rate: $37.00
Out-of-State Rate: $41.00
Senior Citizen Rate: $29.00
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coming up in the next cou-
ple of years.

Jeffersonville Elementa-
ry originally signed a con-
tract with Centegix back
in 2022, and now that the
term has ended, a new one
is needed to continue the
service. An emergency alert
system is a legal require-
ment for all public schools
in the state, Austin added.

The quote Austin pre-
sented to the board would
cost the school about
$41,000 over the span of
five years, or about $8,200
the school would pay annu-
ally.

When asked how the
school would fund the re-
newal, Austin explained
that a local security grant
totaling $64,905 would cov-
er the total costs of the pro-
gram, and that the contract
would not require any addi-
tional funding. His request
to the board, he reiterated,
was that Jeffersonville Ele-
mentary be allowed to use
these funds to renew the
contract with Centegix.

After an aside with Bul-
lard, Blackshear moved for
the board to recognize the
Centegix item as an infor-
mation item rather than an
action item, since this was
the board’s first time hear-
ing of a contract renewal.
King seconded the motion,

and so it was tabled for the
next board meeting.

Austin alerted the board
that Centegix will give the
district until December to
renew.

Executive Director Mir-
iam Rearden also present-
ed an information item
regarding Twiggs’s accredi-
tation status. As she told the
board, Twiggs received Full
Accreditation in 2023 and
are currently on a multi-
year timeline in keeping
with that status. As is the
standard for year 4, Twiggs
was required to receive an
evaluation from Cognia
Progress Monitoring. An
evaluator with Cognia vis-
ited Twiggs schools, and
according to Rearden, Cog-

nia’s office is currently re-
viewing that evaluation for

approval.
Also present at the meet-
ing was Kkindergartener

John Helbig. Helbig opened
the meeting by leading the
board and attendees in the
Pledge of Allegiance and a
moment of silence. He had
his photo taken with Bull-
ard and was presented with
a certificate.

During the meeting, Bul-
lard presented requests for
over a dozen field trips for
Twiggs schools including
Twiggs County High School,
Jeffersonville Elementary,
and the Business & Tech-
nology Class. Field trips in-
cluded various community

service projects, luncheons,
and college tours. The board
approved the field trips
unanimously.

The superintendent
also requested the board
approve a fundraiser for a
Twiggs County basketball
team. The Lady Cobras re-
quested the board allow
them to raffle tickets for
breast cancer awareness
and “Cobra Spirit.” Funds
raised from the ticket sales
would go towards purchas-
ing new travel gear for the
Lady Cobras as well as fund
other basketball related ex-
penditures.

Blackshear started a mo-
tion to approve the fund-
raiser request, however

after a long silence, no one
seconded. Chair Carstar-
phen announced the motion
had failed.

Later in the night, after
a 45-minute executive ses-
sion, the request was ap-
proved. The Chairman not-
ed “a correction” had been
made, leading the motion to
pass unanimously.

Board Member Chesney
Butler was absent from the
meeting.

The board meets twice a
month on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of each month at 6
pm in the Board of Educa-
tion Building. Meetings are
also streamable live or by
playback on their YouTube
channel.
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“'m very proud of it.
We're not just educating
students, but we’re also
building them and making
sure that they’re ready to go
into the work force—making
sure they have the skills and
experience to be success-
ful.”

According to Superin-
tendent Dr. Bullard, this
accomplishment is due to
the incredible strides made
by the Twiggs's CTAE pro-
gram. He recognized the
program’s Director Andrea
Denson for her contribu-
tions.

CTAE, short for Career
Technical and Agricultural
Education, is a set of pro-
grams designed to allow
students to enroll in ad-
vanced courses while still in
highschool to ensure they
are “career ready”’ by the
time they graduate. Some
of these CTAE programs
include JROTC, Business
Education, Cyber Security,
Welding, Agricultural Sci-
ence, Cosmetology and a
CNA (Certified Nursing As-
sistant Program).

Twiggs students with
high enough grades are also
eligible to take the SATs
early and begin college
courses while still in high
school.

Also during Todd’s ru-
ral highlights presentation,
Twiggs County High School
was recognized for an in-
crease in Algebra 1 scores
by 21.2%.

Twiggs was one of four
districts to be recognized in
the keynote address for this
improvement.

In a Facebook post,
the Twiggs County Public
Schools page said, “It was
an incredible moment of
pride for our entire com-
munity. Twiggs County, this
is our season! Boots on the
Ground, Scores in the Air!”

WARRIORS
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rose up and pieced together
a goal-line stand, however,
and the Eagles ultimately
fumbled and turned the ball
over. Wilco then marched
99 yards, led by quarterback
Quenterrion Stanford and
senior running back Ter-
relle Blount, who played like
a man possessed and some-
one who definitely didn't
want his high school career
to end.

Stanford found talented
freshman receiver Tyler Ho-
gan in the corner of the end
zone on 4th and 8, and sud-
denly Wilco was right back
in the game, trailing 28-21.

Extra points traditionally
have been an adventure for
Wilco's football program,
but freshman kicker Diego
Reynoso-Gonzalez made all
four of his PATs on Friday
night.

The Eagles kicker — Alex
Morales — then responded
with a field goal of his own
on the next possession for
Jenkins, upping the lead to
31-21.

Blount wasn't done,
however, carrying the Wil-
co offense down the field on
the next possession and re-
quiring three or four players
to tackle him. Blount cashed
in from 22 yards out, cutting
the score to 31-28.

However, the Eagles
sealed the deal with a touch-
down later in the fourth
quarter.

The challenge moving
forward for Head Coach Ja-
moski Ward will be recruit-
ing his own hallways and
convincing more students
to come out for the football
team, while also convinc-
ing the players already on
the team to make more of
a commitment to football.
Achieving this, however,
will always be difficult at a
"basketball school" and in a

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

By Minister Milton Sampson, Resident and VP, Twiggs County Chamber of Commerce, and Billy Hum-
phries, Resident, Founder, and former president, Forest Resource Consultants, Inc.

Twiggs County is at a crossroads. For generations, our land, forests, and mines sustained us, but the world
is changing. Two pulp and paper mills have closed, kaolin mining is declining, and forestry jobs are fading.
Lastly, schools stretch every dollar, businesses struggle, and our tax base erodes while costs for roads, safety,
and education rise. Therefore, standing still is not an option.

When a new industry offers to double our tax base, create hundreds of construction and technical jobs, and
attract business, we owe it to our community to weigh the opportunity for the greater good. Progress can’t be
stalled when our future is at stake. Rural counties that reject investment rarely get another chance.

Projects that support schools, roads, and emergency services are hard-won. Counties compete because they
understand what’s at risk—their citizens’ livelihoods and sustainability.

It's about our children and our future. Responsible development, guided by local voices can create jobs,
strengthen schools, and renew hope. We must move forward together—or watch opportunity pass Twiggs
County by again. Twiggs County deserves progress, not paralysis. Let’s rise together for our future and the

greater good!

Minister Milton

Sampson , Dry Branch, Ga.

Sen. Larry Walker Ill shares state of
Georgia's success at NCOIL meeting

SPECIAL TO THE
TIMES JOURNAL POST

ATLANTA (Novem-
ber 18, 2025) — Today,
Sen. Larry Walker, III
(R—Perry) announced
the successful conclusion
of the National Council
of Insurance Legislators’
(NCOIL) Fall Meeting,
held in Atlanta. Sen.
Walker, who chaired a
meeting of NCOIL’s Prop-
erty & Casualty (P&C)
Committee, led key dis-
cussions and guided ma-
jor consumer protection
measures through the
committee during the
Saturday session.

“This was a banner
week for Georgia,” said
Sen. Walker. “Not only
did we have the privilege
of hosting NCOIL’s most

ing ever, but we also ad-
vanced policy solutions
that will make a meaning-
ful difference in the lives
of insurance consumers
across the country. These
reforms build on the
work we’'ve already done
in Georgia to strength-
en transparency, protect
homeowners and make
sure bad actors cannot
take advantage of fami-
lies after storms or during
claims. I'm proud that the
work we’ve done here in
Georgia is becoming a na-
tional model for success.”

During the meeting,
Sen. Walker presided over
the passage of a national
resolution urging states
to extend non-renewal
notice requirements from
30 days to 60 days, a pol-
icy change Georgia adopt-

ed last legislative session
through a bill authored
by Sen. Walker. The res-
olution encourages oth-
er states to follow Geor-
gia’s leadership in giving
homeowners and policy-
holders additional time to
respond to non-renewal
notices, seek alternative
coverage and avoid un-
necessary coverage gaps.

The P&C Commit-
tee also re-adopted an
amended model bill de-
signed to protect consum-
ers from contractor fraud.
Previously focused on
roofing contractors alone,
the model was expanded,
through amendments of-
fered by Sen. Walker, to
cover all contractors, mir-
roring the “storm chaser”
legislation he sponsored
and passed in Georgia last

"basketball county."

highly attended meet-

year. The change ensures
the model bill offers com-
prehensive safeguards for
property owners vulnera-
ble to post-disaster fraud
and predatory contrac-
tors.

Sen. Larry Walker
serves as Chairman of
the Senate Committee
on Insurance and Labor.
He represents the 2o0th
Senate District, which in-
cludes Bleckley, Dodge,
Dooly, Laurens, Treutlen,
Pulaski and Wilcox coun-
ties, as well as a portion
of Houston County. He
may be reached by phone
at (404) 656-0095 or by
email at Larry.Walker@
senate.ga.gov.

For all media inqui-
ries, please reach out to
SenatePressInquiries@
senate.ga.gov.
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The officer  walked
around the store and lo-
cated Cooper and Wallace

ing to the incident report.
Added the report: "As I was
approaching them, Norma
looked like she was about to
cry with tears in her eyes."
Waller turned over her

with roughly $50 worth of
store items.

Waller was charged with
one count of shoplifting,
while Wallace was charged
with one count of conspira-

"pushing a buggy," accord-

purse, which was stuffed cytocommita crime.

RELIGION DIGEST

- Mt Olive Baptist Church, Jeffersonville, Ga. Annual Men and Women’s Day
program will be Sunday, Nov. 23, at 11 a.m. Pastor Leroy Allen and Higgsville
Baptist Church will be charge of the service. Public invited.

COMMUNITY NEWS

- An indoor Christmas Market will be held on Nov. 29 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and Dec. 13 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. in Cochran. Christmas After Hours will be held
on Dec. 13 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. There will be caroling, cocoa, cider stations, Santa
and the grinch.
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PROMISE OF HOPE
MINISTRIES

Promise of
Hope, Inc.

God’s Answer for
Chemically
Dependent Women
www.promiseofhopega.org

phone (478) 676-4673

Serving Georgia Since 1898

478-474-2434

1-800-551-1102

Specializing in Marble, Granite ¢ Bronze
clarkga.com

Attorney
Brian Arnold

Social Security Disability Help

Experienced and Specialized Legal Representation

« Specializes in Social Security Disability Law

* Previously Worked for Social Security Disability

» No Fee unless you are granted Disability Benefits

« Successfully Represents Clients at Disability Hearings
* Files Disability Appeals at all Levels

OLD
NOLD

www.GeorgiaDisabilityLaw.com

1607A Rice Ave.
Dublin, GA 31021
478-272-2300

call 1-478-272-23 00 for FREE CASE EVALUATION

111 E. Cherry St.
Cochran, GA 31014
478-934-4561

544 Mulberry St., Ste. 619
Macon, GA 31201
478-745-9644

Makes a

Difference

White Columns Funeral Home
‘a griend of the Jamily”

UWe ne tene o telp

Making final arrangements for a
loved one isn’t easy.

That’s why compassion goes into
everything we do.

We are prepared to arrange any
special requests you may have.

¢ Funeral and Memorial Services
¢ Pre-Planning Arrangements
e Cremation Services

179 Milledgeville Highway
Gordon, GA 31031

Serving Wilkinson County
Jor over 50 years

478-628-2200

www.williamsfuneral.net
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No, it's still not time to decorate for Christimas

It’s beginning to look a
lot like Christmas — and I
don’t like it.

I drive by several hous-
es each day with decorated
yards. Some still have gi-
ant skeletons and spiders,
lingering far too long from
Halloween, while others al-
ready hold twinkling lights,
and houses adorned with
wreaths and garland. It
seems we're stuck in holi-
day purgatory, and nobody
knows what to do. Just puta
Santa Claus hat on the skel-
eton and let’s call it a year;
buy a green top hat and let
it ride until March.

I was sweeping off my
front porch recently and I
looked down to see that I
had left the Christmas rug
out all year. Does that count
as decorating early? This

DID YOU KNOW...?

is the most wonderful time
of the year to be a scrooge.
Don’t get me wrong, I love
Christmas, but I'll wait un-
til after Thanksgiving to get
into the spirit.
Thanksgiving  doesn’t
get the appreciation that
it deserves. It has been re-
duced to just a day off work
and the starting line for the
Christmas shopping sea-
son. Modern Thanksgiving
has its roots in the Great
Depression. Thanksgiving
had traditionally been rec-
ognized as the last Thurs-
day in November. In 1939,
there were five Thursdays
on the November calendar
and President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, eager to appease
the interests of a worried
and worn-out retail sector,
bumped Thanksgiving up a

THE NEW
SOUTHERN
DAD

week. That year there was
an extra week of Christmas
shopping.

Republicans of the time
decried to move as an af-
front to the memory of

By KYLE DOMINY

-

Abraham Lincoln, who had
established the precedent of
Thanksgiving. For a while
Thanksgiving was known as
Franksgiving. It took three
years for Congress to pass

the joint resolution estab-
lishing Thanksgiving as the
fourth Thursday in Novem-
ber.

See? Government dys-
function is nothing new.

I've heard tell of a time
when people didn’t even
put up a tree until the day
before Christmas, and by
New Year's it was long gone.
What happened to that tra-
dition? I seem to be one
of the few left in the world
who refrain from all things
Christmas until December.

There is much research
that suggests decorating for
the holidays early is good for
mental health. Trimming
the tree and hanging stock-
ings evokes nostalgia for a
lot of people, which releases
serotonin and other benefi-
cial chemicals in the brain.

The decorations also en-
courage general feelings of
happiness, helping fight off
the depression that comes
during the coldest time of
the year. Decorating also
encourages physical activ-
ity, because you can’t do it
sitting down, and social ac-
tivity. Someone to hold the
ladder while stringing lights
on the eaves is encouraged,
every fall needs a witness.

I could use a positive
mental boost. Maybe I
should abandon my hum-
bug ways and embrace the
spirit of the season earlier.
Perhaps it is time to have
the halls decked before the
turkey goes into the oven.

But then again, I'm hap-
py enough, and I think I'll
wait a couple more weeks.

Is Wonder Woman considered to be the first female superhero?

By JACK BAGLEY

For Georgia Trust For Local News

Next Thursday is that
wonderful  holiday  of
Thanksgiving. The day af-
ter, of course, is the official
start of the Christmas shop-
ping season.

While I love the holi-
days and what they mean,
I also realize that this time
of the year has been set up
especially to help separate
people from their money.
So go into the holidays fully
aware of what’s at stake!

Meanwhile, since it’s our
last visit before turkey day,
please accept my best wish-
es for a happy, fun-filled and
joyous holiday with your
family and friends. May
the day be all you want it to
be, and then some.

How about a trivia appe-
tizer?

Did you know ...

. what the -collective
word is for a group of gnus
is? It’s an implausibili-
ty. (So are gnus. What’s a
gnu? Nothing much, what’s
a-new with you?)

... the creator of Star
Trek helped inspire a popu-
lar toy? In 1963, before his
classic science fiction series
was even a dream, Gene
Roddenberry (1921-1991)
created and produced a se-
ries called The Lieutenant,
about a young officer in the
Marine Corps. The show,
which starred Gary Lock-
wood (born 1937) in the
title role, helped convince
the Hasbro toy company
to release an action figure
called G.I. Joe™ to the mar-

ket. The toy, aimed at boys,
is still popular today. (The
show, on the other hand,
only lasted one season.)

... the first female super-
hero was Wonder Woman?
Created in 1941 by Charles
Moulton (pen name of Wil-
liam Moulton Marston,
1893-1947), Wonder Wom-
an was first introduced in
All Star Comics #8, pub-
lished by DC. Marston said
of his creation, “Frankly,
Wonder Woman is psycho-
logical propaganda for the
new type of woman who,
I believe, should rule the
world.” As a superhero,
she was largely confined
to comic books, but came
“alive” on television in 1974
with the movie Wonder
Woman, starring Cathy Lee
Crosby (born 1944). While
that movie did not sell a
series, another attempt in
1975 did, starring Lynda
Carter (born 1951). Also a
staple of Saturday morning
cartoons in the 1970s and
1980s, the character was
revamped and updated for
the 2016 film Batman v.
Superman, and was played
by Gal Gadot (born 1985).
Gadot would go on to play
the character in two films in
2017, Wonder Woman and
Justice League. (To quote
the TV theme, “You're a
wonder, Wonder Woman!”)

. a modern European
nation was without a gov-
ernment for almost two
years? On June 13, 2010,
the nation of Belgium held
a general election. The re-
sulting fragmented polit-

MERRILL'S MARKET
8050 Ga Hwy 96E | Jeffersonville, GA 31044
478-266-7259

General Store and gift shop. We serve breakfast
biscuits, overstuffed sandwiches, Blue Bell ice
cream, baked goods, hot dogs and more...

All food is homemade, and we have the best coftee
around! Home of the Death by Chocolate mini
loaf cake.

Stop in and say hi! Truckers can call in orders and
we'll run the order out to your truck.

5:30am-7:00pm

ical landscape left eleven
political parties with seats
in the Chamber of Repre-
sentatives, none of which
had more than 20% of the
seats. Since that Chamber
selects the country’s prime
minister, there was — as you
might conclude — no con-
sensus on who it should be.
The outgoing prime min-
ister, Yves Laterne (born
1960), submitted his res-
ignation to King Albert II
(born 1934). Without a suc-
cessor, however, Laterne
was forced to remain in the
position as a “caretaker”
while negotiations on form-
ing the new government
continued. And continued.
And continued. Finally, on
November 21, 2011 — 589
days after the election that
shattered the Chamber of
Representatives and caused
the government to fail —
agreements were reached
for the formation of a new
government and Elio DiR-
upo (born 1951) was sworn
in as prime minister. (Fun-
ny thing was ... nobody no-
ticed.)

... the world’s oldest ten-
nis court is in England? It
is the one built in 1530 at
Hampton Court, for King
Henry VIII (1491-1547).
It was not the first tennis
court, though; that honor
goes to one in Paris in 1496.
(It’s said that His Majesty
had a wicked backhand.)

... you won’t find pen-
guins just in Antarctica?
Sure, that’s where most of
them are, but you’ll also
find significant populations
of the flightless swimmers
in New Zealand, Chile, Aus-
tralia, South Africa, and
Argentina. (One thing’s cer-
tain - they didn’t fly to all
those places!)

. a well-known author
once refused a presidential
invitation to dinner? Wil-
liam Faulkner (1897-1962)
was invited to dine at the
White House by President
John F. Kennedy (1917-
1963) when Kennedy held a
dinner to honor Americans
who had won the Nobel
Prize. Faulkner declined,
saying, “Why, that’s a hun-
dred miles away! That’s a

Sy —
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Was Wonder Woman the first female superhero?/SPECIAL PHOTO

long way to go just to eat.”
Additional trivia note: It
was at this dinner where
Kennedy made his famous
comment, “This is the most
extraordinary  collection
of talent, of human knowl-
edge, that has ever been
gathered together at the
White House — with the
possible exception of when
Thomas Jefferson dined
alone.” Jefferson (1743-
1826) was the nation’s third
president.

. on average, Thanks-
giving trips are shorter than
Christmas trips? Trips tak-
en by families at Thanks-
giving average 214 miles,
while at Christmas the

Notice of Public Hearing

The Twiggs County Board of Commissioners will conduct a public
hearing on Thursday, December 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. The property
is owned by Quartez Durham located at 361 Maulk Thompson Rd
(T103D027) Jeftersonville, Ga 31044. It is 1.02 acres. The property
is currently zoned as Single Family (R-1) and requesting it to be
changed to Commercial (C-1) Zoning District.

The meeting will be conducted in the Twiggs County
Commissioners Chamber located in the Courthouse, 425
Railroad Street North, Jeffersonville, Georgia. The public is invited
to attend. Should you desire any information concerning this
rezoning request, please contact the Twiggs County Planning and
Zoning Office at (478) 945-3629 Ext 197.

Monte Bloodworth, Administrator
Twiggs County Planning and Zoning

services. These will be

time.

Destruction of Records:

The Bleckley County School System is in the
process of reviewing old and inactive special
education files for the purpose of destroying
those that are no longer needed to provide

2026. Records of students with disabilities 22
years old or older will be destroyed. If you are
interested in obtaining a copy of the records
prior to destruction, you may call 478-934-
2821 ext. 1201 and arrange a time to pick up
your child’s special education records. Please
bring a valid ID during your designated pick-up

destroyed in January

journeys average 275 miles.
(That’s a long way to go just

to eat. Now where have
I heard that before?)
Duncan Hines was

a real person? Now best
known as the brand name
for cake mixes and frost-
ings, Hines (1880-1959)
was a pioneer of restaurant
ratings for travelers. He
used his background as a
traveling salesman, eating
many meals on the road
and staying in hundreds of
hotels, as the jumping-off

point for a series of books
which rated restaurants
and hotels. Hines’ first for-
ay into selling food items
was with bread in 1952,
but the next year he sold
the rights to use his name
to Park Foods, which be-
gan making and selling the
popular Duncan Hines cake
mixes. (Mr. Hines’ mixes
are part of the reason I'm
overweight today. I'm just
sayin’.)
Now ... you know!

BLECKLEY COUNTY RESIDENTS ONLY
BLECKLEY COUNTY TIRE AMNESTY EVENT
DECEMBER 9™, 2025 — DECEMBER 20+, 2025

THE BLECKLEY COUNTY TRANSFER STATION WILL BE ACCEPTING SCRAP TIRES
DURING THE STATED DATES ABOVE.

TIRES ACCEPTED: car, truck, off road, and personal tires only

**NO BUSINESS, COMMERCIAL OR OUT OF TOWN TIRES ACCEPTED**
***YOU MUST LOAD TIRES IN DESIGNATED TRAILER***
*#£*PERSONNEL WILL BE MONITORING CLOSELY****
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Fall scenes

With a fortnight remain-
ing in November and the
thermometer readings in
decline, there is that sense
of appreciation building
as the transition to inside
living takes place, but only
when daylight segues into
darkness.

November is a time to
underscore rich traditions
and the changing of the
seasons and experience the
many festive celebrations
that take place in our elev-
enth month, leading us into
Thanksgiving and getting us
in the mood for the holiday
season.

November is for many
fun experiences such as
quail hunting in South
Georgia and pheasant hunt-
ing in South Dakota. We
can hunt quail in our state
from November to March,
and I will never tire of that

opportunity. It is best to
spend time in South Dako-
ta before the harsh weather
setsin. Go there in October
if you can.

Those days out in the
woods and fields with the
wind bending the broom
sage on an otherwise quiet
day bring about conspicu-
ous fulfillment as you watch
a bird dog search for the
scent of a quail bird—as a
Bob White himself whistles
to let you know you are a
fortunate soul.

The rush you get when a
covey of quail explodes up
and away which can make
your day or flummox you
with resignation that you
emptied your shotgun and
have nothing to show for it.

Quail hunting is such
good exercise—it brings
about an emotional lift that
reminds you when you em-
brace nature and its envi-
ronment, you think good
thoughts and flashes of hu-
mility will wash over you.

LORAN SMITH

Ty Cobb, the baseball
immortal, who was born
in the Narrows community
in Banks County, spent his
off-season quail hunting to
keep his legs in shape for
the next year. That was be-
fore weightlifting became
standard in sports.

Years ago, everything
you read about baseball
players called attention to
finding ways to stay in shape
in the off season. Athletes

were reminded of the long
standing saw that the “legs
are first to go.” That would
be true in all sports, not just
baseball.

Spending a day follow-
ing a bird dog makes you
sleep well at night as you get
ready for that early morning
routine. You wake up ear-
ly, often to the barking of
birddogs, who realize that
preparations for the hunt
are underway. Bird dogs
appreciate quail hunting as
much as the hunters do.

Early risers are into cof-
fee, often in a room where a
roaring fire adds to the at-
mosphere and contributes
to the affection of the ex-
perience. You offer thanks
that you are entitled to an
encore.

To have the opportuni-
ty to hunt in Thomasville,
which has the best reputa-
tion for the best quail hunt-
ing experience in the world,
makes you appreciate how
great it is to connect with

this gratifying activity.

Fly fishing for trout in
North Georgia is another
fall and winter outdoor hap-
pening to enrich the good
life for those in our state.
Believe it or not, wading in a
creek or river when the cold
temperatures are dominant
is not uncomfortable—al-
though falling into the wa-
ter and filling up your wad-
ers with icy water certainly
is.

Seasoned fly fishers say
that winter is one of the best
times to fly fish, and Jimmy
Harris, my favorite fly fish-
erman, agrees—although
given a choice, October is
the best month to fly-cast.
If you think about it, Octo-
ber is the best month to do
many things outdoors.

It has been my good for-
tune to catch a three-pound
rainbow on the Chatta-
hoochee one week and then
hook a rainbow the next
week in “the marshes of
Glynn.”

If only we could make
the months of October
and November last sixteen
weeks instead of eight.
Such musings are a re-
minder that the changing
of the seasons in Georgia is
as uplifting as it gets. Itis
just too brief.

With fall and winter, you
can enjoy the best of the
outdoors and count your
blessings by an languid fire
with a good book, feeling
thankful for the good liv-
ing that is available to most
Georgians.

The fall season, fire-
wood, quail hunting, and
trout fishing can make your
day as often as most of us
could want. And on top of
that, there is college foot-
ball on the weekends.

Here’s to the fall. Offer
up a toast to October and
November and count your
blessings by an open fire-
place. Selah!

Dearth of economic development announcements signal caution

This is the last week be-
fore most voters will turn
down their attention to pol-
itics and focus a bit more on
family, friends, and the hol-
idays. At least that’s what
“normal” people do.

When they re-engage
again in January, we’ll find
ourselves in heated prima-
ries with just months to go.
We'll have competitive bat-
tles in both parties to form
statewide slates — each with
very differing views of how
to move Georgia forward.
Congress will be locked in
mid-terms that will ulti-
mately be a referendum on
our current direction.

A gift from the Bill Clin-
ton era, courtesy of James
Carville, is a simple gage on
how voters will ultimate-
ly cast their votes. “It’s the
economy, stupid.” An eco-
nomic development indus-
try publication has issued
a warning that elected offi-
cials and would be leaders
would be wise to review and
sit with for a bit.

Southern Business And
Development is a magazine
that few retail voters have

likely ever heard of. It’s a
publication that tracks new
business deals that show
which states are getting new
jobs via new investments,
expansions, and reloca-
tions. A report from them,
now a couple of months old,
crossed my desk this week.
It’s worthy of some inspec-
tion.

The headline is attention
grabbing. “Project activity
in the South so far in 2025
has been so disastrous that
totals are on track to mark
the worst SB&D 100 in its
31-year history by a signifi-
cant margin.”

The numbers on the sur-
face look a bit concerning.
New deal announcements
are down across the re-
gion. After years of feasting
on new automotive plants
and the suppliers that will
serve them, that industry
has been remarkably quiet.
Some announced projects
have also been pushed back.

Rivian’s new plant East
of Atlanta finally held a
“groundbreaking” ceremo-
ny a couple of months ago,
but vertical construction for

the facility isn’t on target to
begin until next year. There
was also the kerfuffle with
an ICE raid at the Savannah
area Hyundai plant — one
that resulted in President
Trump himself asking the
workers to return from Ko-
rea.
Hyundai has not only
re-committed to the proj-
ect, but announced the go
ahead for the next expan-
sion phase of that project.

The magazine reports 171
new projects announced by
Aug. 1st of this year. Their
31 year average for that
same period is 319 deals. On
the surface, that looks like a
major slowdown. It might
be. It might also be noise.

This has been anything
but an “average” year. In
January, we inaugurat-
ed a new president. There
was clearly a mandate for
change, and the new admin-
istration wasted little time
and spared few areas of pri-
or policy.

Notably, incentives for
electric vehicles and other
“clean energy” were elimi-
nated, with additional regu-

o
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lations repealed that would
have essentially mandat-
ed. Automakers that were
re-deploying capital based
on Biden era rules and
perks had to decide if there
would still be a return on
those new investments.
Then came “Liberation
Day”, where punitively high
tariffs were announced to
force every manufacturer
to re-evaluate their entire
supply chains. While the
long term goal has been to
on-shore foreign made in-
puts and finished goods, we
can definitely see a pause

in some decision making as
corporations assessed the
quickly changing landscape.

Added to the sense of
unease are a few closures,
with International Paper in
Georgia’s coastal region be-
ing the largest among them.
This has implications not
only for the region’s work-
force, but for the entire sup-
ply chain of Georgia’s tim-
ber industry.

The flip side of this ar-
gument is that the data in
this report is only for seven
months.

Given the changes in and
from the new administra-
tion, it’s not surprising to
see a little bit of a pause.

It’s also important to
understand the perspective
that announcements are
not what ultimately makes
weekly paychecks. There’s
still a backlog of projects
previously announced cre-
ating jobs. The President
has also announced deals
with major trading part-
ners for other countries to
increase U.S. investments,
with the South being the
most competitive region for

new businesses.

It will be interesting to
revisit this number in the
new year. Was there just
a delay due to the uncer-
tainty and changes in the
business climate during
the first half of the year?
Do the agreements we've
made since attract new
projects? Are relaxed reg-
ulations and permanent
extension of President
Trump’s first term tax cuts
a comfort to investors who
were on the fence?

Economics lives on real
data, but ultimately it’s
about direction and per-
ception. How voters feel
about the economy once we
start the new year will go a
long way to decide prima-
ries in the first half of next
year, and ultimately the
elections less than a year
from now. What our busi-
nesses are telegraphing
over the next few months
will be a leading indicator
of what those polls are go-
ing to show us in May and
November.

Stacey Abrams: Assault on rural hospitals is an assault on all

Recently, St. Mary’s Sa-
cred Heart Hospital in La-
vonia closed its labor and
delivery unit.

For families in North-
east Georgia, this means
the nearest maternity care
may now be an hour’s drive
away. For expectant moth-
ers in labor, that can be the
difference between life and
death. Hospital adminis-
trators pointed to many
factors behind the decision
— shrinking rural popula-
tions, difficulty recruiting
doctors and the outmigra-
tion of patients.

But the tipping point
was unmistakable: the
sweeping Medicaid cuts
pushed through Congress in
Trump’s terrible, tyranni-
cal, no-good budget, which
passed earlier this year.
For a state where Medicaid
covers nearly 60% of rural
births, that’s a deadly blow.

One doesn’t often con-
nect the dots between hos-
pital closures and the end
of democracy, but the signs
here are unmistakable. In
the 10 steps to authoritar-
ianism, breaking the gov-
ernment so it doesn’t work
is Step 4 — and blocking
health care access is a clar-
ion call.

The closure of a mater-
nity ward is both a tragedy
and a warning. Authoritar-
ianism in the 21st century
doesn’t often arrive with
tanks in the street. As we're
seeing play out in America
today, it seeps into daily life
when governments deliber-
ately weaken the safety nets

STACEY
ABRAMS
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people rely on to survive.

This is part of the author-
itarian playbook. First, gut
public services. Then nor-
malize inequality. Finally,
convince communities that
they are on their own. We've
seen this in other countries:
dismantling health care sys-
tems, stripping social sup-
ports and allowing infra-
structure to crumble until
despair becomes the norm.
When people stop believ-
ing democracy can deliver
the basics — like safe child-
birth — they start believing
autocracy might be worth a
try.
But Georgia is on a fast
track, aided by decades of
failed health care policies
and the refusal to expand
Medicaid. As a direct re-
sult of this neglect, Georgia
has already lost more than
a dozen labor and delivery
units in the past decade, not
to mention our record num-
ber of hospital closures and
looming shutdowns.

Each time, the loss rip-
ples beyond the maternity
ward and beyond the re-
directed ambulance. Hos-
pitals are often the largest
employer in rural towns.

These closures hollow out
local economies, drive away
families and accelerate the
decline of our communities.
That is not accidental; it is
the predictable result of pol-
icies that privilege political
ideology over the well-being
of our neighbors.

What makes authoritar-
ianism possible is the slow,
grinding destruction of
trust. Every time a pregnant
woman is told her nearest
hospital cannot help her,
every time a community los-

es its only lifeline, our trust
erodes further. Why vote
when elected officials ignore
your demand for safety and
security?

The resilience of a de-
mocracy can be measured
in its hospitals and class-
rooms, as much in its court-
houses and statehouses. A
flourishing society makes
care accessible — because
dignity is not a luxury and
health care is a right. When
leaders choose instead to
strip away the very systems
that sustain life, giving the
wealthy tax breaks that
bankrupt health care for
thousands, they are turning
democracy on its head —
making it smaller, crueler
and more fragile.

If we want to fight against
the authoritarian assault
seeping into our lives, we
must see the regular signs of
assault — not military jun-

tas or tanks but closed signs
on hospitals in the wealthi-
est nation on earth and new
mothers turned away be-
cause our political leaders
cared more about donors
than new Americans.

We must refuse to accept
the scarcity that is being
pushed upon us as normal.
We must demand a govern-
ment that sees rural moth-
ers and babies as worthy of

care and not as collateral
damage.

Democracy lives — or
dies — in places like Lavo-
nia.

Stacey Abrams is a best-
selling author, entrepre-
neur and host of the podcast
“Assembly Required.” She
previously served as mi-
nority leader in the Georgia
House of Representatives.
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In Georgia's digital gold rush, data centers are the new frontier

By EVELYN DAVIDSON

For the Georgia Trust For Local News

A new “gold rush” is on in the
U.S., experts say, and the Peach
State is at the top of the mining
efforts.

This time, the mines are ru-
ral land — areas that are ripe for
the development of data centers.
These vast warehouses, which
store everything from emails,
digital photos and Netflix hits,
are needed in this digital age and
especially as the popularity of
artificial intelligence services in-
crease, said Kembley Lingelbach,
an information systems security
professor at Middle Georgia State
University in Macon.

Property developers are on the
hunt for “gold” — fresh acreage —
across the nation, she said, a pros-
pect that excites officials hungry
for economic development wins.
On the other hand, some residents
— horrified after hearing tales of
environmental woes linked to
these operations — shiver at the
thought of data centers.

Lingelbach said warehouses
storing electronic data aren’t anew
innovation, but theyre receiving
more attention due to ramped-up
building efforts. Companies once
housed data in on-premise server
rooms, she said, but consolidated
data storage — a centralized loca-
tion for multiple data sources —
became the norm as organizations
moved to cloud-based storage.

The professor, who worked in

a data center at Robins Air Force
Base in Houston County for 30
years, said cloud-based stor-
age isn’t somewhere high above
our heads; rather, it’s located in
data centers like the one recently
pitched in Twiggs County. In Sep-
tember, officials there approved
rezoning nearly 300 acres of land
for such a center. Eagle Rock Part-
ners, based in North Carolina, is
the project’s developer.

The data center, which comes
with a multibillion-dollar price
tag, will be built in the county’s
Dry Branch community. Repre-
sentatives from the developer —
and the county — have promised
the project will bring 600 jobs to
the rural area, but residents are
skeptical of the center’s prom-
ised benefits, higher electricity
bills and environmental impacts,
a subsequent loss of farmland,
and the county government’s per-
ceived rush to approve the build.

The environmental concerns
can be traced to stories coming
from areas like Mansfield, Geor-
gia, located in the northcentral
portion of the state. Meta, the
social media giant, is building a
massive data center there, and
construction site neighbors have
complained of adverse effects like
murky well water.

Mansfield resident Beverly
Morris said in a BBC interview
that she is afraid of drinking her
water since the Meta project start-
ed construction. Meta, for its part,
commissioned a study to check if

construction had caused ground-
water contamination. The study
said the construction had caused
no adverse effects to the area’s wa-
ter.

After Twiggs County officials
approved that data center proj-
ect, some county residents — in-
cluding Lingelbach — banded to-
gether and sued the commission.
Their lawsuit alleges that county
officials failed to follow their own
rezoning procedures while also
skipping out on a state survey of
the center’s multi-county impact.

Lingelbach said technological
innovations — recent Al advance-
ments, the growth of cloud stor-
age services and the rise of crypto-
currency, a form of decentralized
virtual money — are behind the
push to develop “hyperscale” data
centers, or warehouses that are
massive in size, efficient in scope
and have mostly automated oper-
ations.

She said she knows these inno-
vations require support — includ-
ing infrastructure to power them
— but added that regulation of
those bases are needed.

“You don’t want to lock things
down so that you can’t be innova-
tive, but you do have to regulate
them,” she said.

Balancing innovation
and impact
To develop those regulations,
policymakers need to zoom out
and look at the long-term impacts
of data centers, said Adaline Buer-

ck, an assistant professor of envi-
ronmental engineering at Mercer
University in Macon.

She said she teaches her stu-
dents about the triple bottom line,
a business framework that mea-
sures impacts in three areas —
people, planet and prosperity. In
her opinion, sustainable develop-
ments should enhance the social,
environmental and economic as-
pects of a community.

Buerck said local officials
should press data center devel-
opers on sustainability details.
Policymakers need to know where
developers plan to build and why
they picked that location, if they
choose to use abandoned build-
ings or occupy green spaces, the
proximity of the project to other
buildings, and what types of ener-
gy will power the data center, she
said.

If officials fail to ask those
questions — or take the answers
seriously — Buerck warned new
data centers could upset the bal-
ance between a community’s so-
cial, environmental and economic
well-being.

Billions invested,
benefits close to home

The economic benefits associ-
ated with new data centers out-
weigh possible negative impacts,
said Chris Clark, CEO of the Geor-
gia Chamber of Commerce.

The head of the state’s eco-
nomic development agency said
data center companies invested

$40 billion in the state in 2025,
making Georgia the nation’s No. 2
destination for data center invest-
ment, behind Virginia.

He predicts the Peach State
will remain as one of the nation’s
Top 5 data center host states.

“These data centers wouldn’t
be here if there wasn’t consumer
demand,” he said.

Clark said that, if Georgians
and Americans in general turn
away data centers, they will have
to rely on overseas operations. He
said data centers are “not huge job
creators,” but they do generate
some high-paying jobs in fields
like engineering while also boost-
ing property tax revenues.

He said he believes data cen-
ters have minimal impacts on
roads and bridges — especially
when compared to an industrial
site or shopping center — and that
concerns about rising electricity
bills have been addressed.

Clark said officials have made
it clear that data centers must
shoulder their own energy bills,
which is another concern aired by
residents throughout the state.

“They have to pay their own
way now in Georgia. That’s a very,
very important point that seems
to get lost out there,” he said.

He predicts other concerns —
including environmental impacts
— will lessen as data center devel-
opers become better stewards of
their resources and more involved
community partners.

Intoxicating THC to be banned with implications for business

By TY TAGAMI

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — A year from
now, people in the hemp
industry expect booming
growth in a black market for
marijuana and illicit hemp
consumables.

That is when beverages,
gummies and other prod-
ucts made with THC from
the hemp plant will become
illegal.

Furloughed government
workers will soon get their
jobs back and low-income
households will get food
stamps, but the govern-
ment shutdown that ended
Wednesday with President
Donald Trump's signature
on a funding bill places a

products from China, made
with  potentially unsafe
processes and grown from
crops that might not follow
U.S. pesticide standards.
Children were getting their
hands on them.

Salome and other main-
stream operators shared
those concerns, but he re-
grets that businesses like
his are getting lumped with
the bad actors.

"My dad always said,
'You are who you hang out
with,"" he said. "There are
good actors and there are
bad actors, but there are
a lot more bad actors that

brought this down."

The Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018,
commonly known as the
farm bill, made it legal to
sell products containing
0.3% Delta-9 THC by "dry
weight." Georgia's rules also
speak to that compound.

That is the loophole that

allowed synthetic, high-
ly-intoxicating products to
flood the market.

"The problem is that
the hemp plant contains
so much CBD," said Gregg
Raduka, a founding mem-
ber of Georgians for Re-
sponsible Marijuana Policy.

"Because the chemical com-
position of CBD is so close
to THC, it doesn't take all
that much chemical engi-
neering to change the CBD
into THC, but you can still
call it hemp-derived THC.
And therefore because it's
not Delta-9, it's legal."”
People in the hemp in-
dustry draw parallels be-
tween the coming crack-
down and what happened
when the country banned

alcohol, leading to a boom
in organized crime.

"This is a prohibition
bill. This is trying to send
it all into the underground
and it's going to be around
no matter what," said Chris
Karazin, founder and chief
executive of Carolindica, a
company in Raleigh, N.C.
that manufactures and sells
hemp consumables.

"It's not like people ar-
en't still going to go looking

for this product. You just
now force it to the black
market," said Karazin, who
makes products for other
companies and for sale at
his own stores and online,
with nearly a fifth of those
sales in Georgia.

The U.S. Hemp Round-
table says the ban threat-
ens a $28.4 billion indus-
try, jeopardizing more than
300,000 jobs.

Butcher’s Deluxe Package

4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)

time bomb under the hemp
industry.

The new law will ban
over 95% of hemp extract
products, including most
non-intoxicating products
made with cannabidiol, or
CBD, according to the U.S.
Hemp Roundtable, an in-
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tisements that discriminate, or
intend to discriminate, on any
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job
offers. All real estate advertise-

dustry group.

ments are subject to the fair

It will have far-reaching
effects on hemp businesses
and their consumers.

Sen. Mitch McConnel,
R-Ky. slipped language
into the legislation to re-
strict hemp products to
0.4 milligrams of THC, or
tetrahydrocannabinol, the
intoxicating, psychoactive
compound found in hemp
and in much greater con-
centrations in marijuana.

The law's passage effec-
tively closed an opening by
Congress in 2018 that al-
lowed a flourishing market
for intoxicating products.

A year from now, hemp
products will only be al-
lowed to contain 0.4 milli-
grams of THC per container.
In Georgia, state regula-
tions enacted after the 2018
federal law allowed 10 mil-
ligrams per 12 ounce bever-
age. Each gummy could also
contain 10 milligrams, with
a maximum of 300 milli-
grams per package.

"Our industry just got
wiped out," said Joe Sa-
lome, owner of The Georgia
Hemp Company. "Anything
hemp derived that has THC
is no bueno anymore," he
said.

Salome said the impe-
tus for the pending ban was
growing concern about the
proliferation of synthetic
cannabinoid consumables,
including poorly labeled
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reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at

tion, call 1-833-446-1847
HEALTH CARE

Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concemed about a
fall or wants to regain access to
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information
kit Call 1-833-661-9339

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can pro-

tion! Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for

the law. The law prohibits discrimi-

just $20/month. For more informa-

vide peace of mind or early detec-

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial - steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer - up
to 50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1sf responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-833-
781-0206

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: A
small amount of water can lead to
major damage to your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out the
wet area and do repairs to protect
your family and your home's value!
If you have water in your home that

needs to be dried, call 24/7: 1-833-

§71-2090. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call

ELECTRICAL SERVICES: Reliable
& experienced. Competitive rates.
From simple household problems
to installing a brand new electrical
system, we can take care of it alll
Call now and have the zip code of
the service location when you call!
1-833-399-6566

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-6602

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT
YOUR HOME from pests safely
and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders
and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for service or

0231 Have zip code of property
ready when calling!

HOME BREAK-INS take less than
60 SECONDS. Don't wait! Protect
your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a
day! Call 1-833-890-1269

SunSetter. America’s Number One
Awning! Instant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up
to 10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
7400337

MISCELLANEOUS

When you want the best, you want
Omaha Steaks! 100% guaranteed
and delivered to your door! Qur
Butcher's Deluxe Package comes
with 8 FREE Omaha Steaks.
Smash Burgers ONLY $89.99,
Call 1-866-411-5403 and mention
code 79797ZED or visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/Deluxe279%

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal
Actions! Speak to a Professional
Attorney and Get the Help You
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE
PAYMENTS? Threatened with
foreclosure? Denied a loan
modification? Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to speak
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-7162

Wesley Financial Group LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019,
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
866-411-5215

oS

GEORGIA PRESS ASSOCIATION

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits? We Can Help!
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed

and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a

free, instant price quote on your
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TOKIDS.
Your donation helps fund the
search for missing children and
preventing abduction. Accepting
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free
Pickup - Running or Not Maximum
Tax Donation - Call (888) 515-3813

TV/INTERNET

Get DISH Satellite TV + Intemet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!
Virus Removal, Data Recovery!
247 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY
SERVICE with coupon 42522!
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

\We Buy Houses for Cash AS I8!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphane,
Guild, Mostite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins
| Banjos. 1-833-641-6792
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ACROSS

1 Listening
device

4 Wrestling
style

8 Wax-coated
cheese

12 Cagers' gp.

13 Jannings of
old films

14 Showroom
model

15 Cheek

17 Pleased

18 Sports ven-
ues

19 CEQ's deg.

21 Gowboys
quarterback
Prescott

22 Equivalence

26 London —

29 Allen or
Tebow

30 "Kitchy- —!"

31 Ore deposit

32 Madrid Mrs.

33 Small bell
sound

34 '50s presi-
dent

35 Layer

36 Speakers'
platforms

37 Chasteness

39 Fixed

40 Search for
gold

41 Salad choice

45 Designer
Wang

ing Crossword

48

a 52

53 54 55

48 Magnitude 7 Dukakis of feeder

50 During "Moonstruck" 29 Attempt

51 Vend 8 Mystery writ- 32 Fox's trait

52 Homer's bar- ersaward 33 Tribal emblem
tender 9 N.J. neighbor 35 Sch. fundrais-

53 First-rate 10 "l — Rock" ing group

54 Lays down 11 '60s chic 36 Gems from
the lawn 16 "Frasier’ oysters

55 Evening hrs. pooch 38 Apple tablets

20 "Kapow!" 39 Berate
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2 Help a hood

3 Hindu hero
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ing brand 49 "The Matrix"
28 Baltic Sea hero
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: Have Your Boarding — Ready
Cabin Qutbound
Carrier Stopover
Departure Layover Tarmac
Duty-free Non-stop

2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reservaed.

Gates
Inbound

Agent
Aircraft
Arrival
Baggage
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C25-114
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

RE: ESTATE OF HAROLD HUGH BAR-
LOW, DECEASED
All creditors of the Estate of Harold Hugh
Barlow, deceased, late of Bleckley County,
Georgia, are hereby notified to render in
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to said
estate are required to make immediate
payment to Administrator.
This 20th day of October, 2025.
John Walter Barlow, Administrator
601 Bainbridge Drive
Atlanta, GA 30327

October 30, November 6, 13, 20, 2025

C25-124

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF RIGHT
OF REDEMPTION

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF BLECKLEY

To:

All persons known or unknown who may
claim an interest in property known as 0
Tiffany Drive Lot 13;
Resident/Tenant/Occupant;

Myrtle Grant;

Carlton Grant;

Bleckley County, Georgia;

State of Georgia.

Take notice that: Pursuantto O.C.G.A. §48-
4-45 and §48-4-46, the right to redeem the
following described property, to wit:
Property Location: 0 Tiffany Drive Lot 13
Map Reference No./Parcel No.: B21 003
will expire and be forever foreclosed and
barred on December 15, 2025. The tax
deed to which this notice relates is dated
September 03, 2024 and is recorded in the
office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of
Bleckley County, Georgia, in Deed Book
484, Page 183.
The property may be redeemed at any time
before the close of business on the afore-
mentioned barment date, by payment of
the redemption price as fixed and provided
by law to Windlass Rest, LLC at the offices
of Jett Law Group, LLC at 2987 Clairmont
Road, Suite 350, Atlanta, GA 30329.
November 13, 20, 27, December 3, 2025

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER,
BLECKLEY COUNTY Pursuant to the
Power of Sale contained in a Security
Deed given by Stuart Handy a/k/a Stewart
Handy to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as nominee for
Branch Banking and Trust Company, its
successors and assigns dated 9/1/2011
and recorded in Deed Book 371 Page 602
Bleckley County, Georgia records; as last
transferred to or acquired by Truist Bank
s/b/m to Branch Banking and Trust Compa-
ny, conveying the after-described property
to secure a Note in the original principal
amount of $48,244.00, with interest at the
rate specified therein, there will be sold by
the undersigned at public outcry to the high-
est bidder for cash before the Courthouse
door of Bleckley County, Georgia (or such
other area as designated by Order of the
Superior Court of said county), within the
legal hours of sale on December 2, 2025
(being the first Tuesday of said month un-
less said date falls on a Federal Holiday,
in which case being the first Wednesday
of said month), the following described
property: THAT 0.93 ACRE TRACT OF
LAND WITH 1997 DOUBLEWIDE GEN-
ERAL MANUFACTURED HOUSING UNIT
OF GMHGA 1449613356A&B LOCATED
THEREON WHICH MANUFACTURED
HOME WAS PERMANENTLY MERGED
INTO SAID TRACT OF LAND BY MOBILE/
MANUFACTURED HOME CERTIFICATE
OF PERMANENT LOCATION RECORD-
ED IN DEED BOOK 319, PAGE 274, AND
IN DEED BOOK 327, PAGE 117, WHICH
HAS THE ADDRESS OF 228 PEBBLE
HILL ROAD, COCHRAN, GEORGIA
31014, (TAX ID

NO. MAP B50 PARCEL 100) IN LAND
LOT 116 OF THE 21st LAND DISTRICT
OF BLECKLEY COUNTY, GEORGIA,
SAID 0.93 ACRE TRACT OF LAND BEING
DESIGNATED AS SUBDIVISION LOT 42
OF PEBBLE ACRES SUBDIVISION AS
SHOWN BY PLAT OF SURVEY MADE BY
T. JERRY PEACOCK, SR., SURVEYOR,
DATED MARCH 5, 1998, RECORDED IN
PLAT CABINET B, SLIDE 25-1A, IN THE
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF BLECKLEY
COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT AT CO-
CHRAN, GEORGIA, BOUNDED NOW OR
FORMERLY AS FOLLOWS: NORTHWEST
135 FEET BY THE SOUTHEAST RIGHT
OF WAY LINE OF PEBBLE HILL ROAD;
NORTHEAST 299.80 FEET BY SUBDI-
VISION LOT 41 OF CARLOS READY;
SOUTHEAST 135 FEET BY LANDS OF
ALBERTA LAWSON; AND SOUTHWEST
299.78 FEET BY SUBDIVISION LOT 43 OF
MARY E. WILLIAMS. THE FOREGOING
DESCRIBED PROPERTY IS THE SAME
AS THAT CONVEYED FROM TIDEWA-
TER PROPERTIES, LLC TO ROBERT F.
MCCLEARY AND DONNAL. MCCLEARY
BY LIMITED WARRANTY DEED DATED
JULY 31, 2008, RECORDED IN DEED
BOOK 344, PAGES 278-280, BLECKLEY
COUNTY RECORDS. The debt secured by
said Security Deed has been and is hereby
declared due because of, among other
possible events of default, failure to pay the
indebtedness as and when due and in the
manner provided in the Note and Security
Deed. The debt remaining in

default, this sale will be made for the pur-
pose of paying the same and all expenses
of this sale, as provided in the Security
Deed and by law, including attorney’s
fees (notice of intent to collect attorney’s
fees having been given). Said property
is commonly known as 228 Pebble Hill
Road, Cochran, GA 31014 together with
all fixtures and personal property attached
to and constituting a part of said property,
if any. To the best knowledge and belief of
the undersigned, the party (or parties) in
possession of the subject property is (are):
Stuart Handy or tenant or tenants. Truist
Bank is the entity or individual designated,
who shall have full authority to negotiate,
amend and modify all terms of the mort-
gage. Truist Bank Mortgage Loan Servicing
P.O. Box 2467 Greenville, SC 29602-2467
1-800-827-3722 Note, however, that such
entity or individual is not required by law
to negotiate, amend or modify the terms of
the loan. Said property will be sold subject
to: (a) any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but not
yet due and payable), (b) unpaid water or
sewage bills that constitute a lien against
the property whether due and payable or
not yet due and payable and which may not
be of record, (c) the right of redemption of
any taxing authority, (d) any matters which
might be disclosed by an accurate survey
and inspection of the property, and (e) any
assessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and
matters of record superior to the Security
Deed first set out above. The sale will be
conducted subject to (1) confirmation that
the sale is not prohibited under the U.S.
Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final confirmation
and audit of the status of the loan with the
holder of the Security Deed. Pursuant to
0.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1, which allows
for certain procedures regarding the rescis

sion of judicial and non-judicial sales in the
State of Georgia, the Deed Under Power
and other foreclosure documents may not
be provided until final confirmation and
audit of the status of the loan as provided
immediately above. Truist Bank s/b/m
to Branch Banking and Trust Company
as agent and Attorney in Fact for Stuart
Handy a/k/a Stewart Handy Aldridge Pite,
LLP, Six Piedmont Center, 3525 Piedmont
Road, N.E., Suite 700, Atlanta, Georgia
30305, (404) 994-7400. 1207-1886A THIS
LAW FIRM MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTORATTEMPTING TO COLLECT
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
1207-1886A

November 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

C25-126

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF RIGHT
OF REDEMPTION

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF BLECKLEY

To:
1. All persons known or unknown who may
claim an interest in property known as 0
Bennett Circle Lot 92 ;
Resident/Tenant/Occupant;
Next Stage Solutions, LLC;
Bleckley County, Georgia;
State of Georgia.
Take notice that: Pursuantto O.C.G.A. §48-
4-45 and §48-4-46, the right to redeem the
following described property, to wit:
Property Location: 0 Bennett Circle Lot 92
Map Reference No./Parcel No.: B22 117
will expire and be forever foreclosed and
barred on December 15, 2025. The tax
deed to which this notice relates is dated
September 03, 2024 and is recorded in the
office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of
Bleckley County, Georgia, in Deed Book
484, Page 186.
The property may be redeemed at any time
before the close of business on the afore-
mentioned barment date, by payment of
the redemption price as fixed and provided
by law to Windlass Rest, LLC at the offices
of Jett Law Group, LLC at 2987 Clairmont
Road, Suite 350, Atlanta, GA 30329.
November 13, 20, 27, December 4, 2025

C25-131
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF BLECKLEY
All creditors of the estate of ETHEL MAE
HOBBS, deceased, late of Bleckley County,
Georgia, are hereby notified to render in
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to said
Estate are required to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
SUSAN CLARK, Administrator of the Estate
of ETHEL MAE HOBBS
103 Clark Drive
Cochran, GA 31014
Jordan L. Reab
WALKER, HULBERT, GRAY & MOORE
LLP
Perry, GA 31069
478-987-1415

November 20, 27, December 4, 11, 2025

C25-132
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

RE: ESTATE OF BILLY R. SMITH, DE-
CEASED
All creditors of the Estate of Billy R. Smith,
deceased, late of Bleckley County, Geor-
gia, are hereby notified to render in their
demands to the undersigned according to
law, and all persons indebted to said estate
are required to make immediate payment
to Administrator.
This 13th day of November, 2025.
Billy R. Smith, Jr., Administrator
6845 Clyo Kildare Road
Newington, GA 30446

November 20, 27, December 4, 11, 2025

C25-119
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF BLECK-
LEY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF HOWARD G.
BRIGGS, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 2025P70
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION
NOTICE
TO: whom it may concern:
CONTANCE E. LONG has petitioned to
be appointed administrator of the estate of
HOWARD G BRIGGS deceased, of said
county. (The petitioner has also applied for
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of
statements, and/or grant of certain powers
contained in OCGA section 53-12-261.) All
interested persons are hereby notified to
show cause why said petition should not be
granted. All objections to the petition must
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of
any such objections, and must be filed with
the Court on or before December 8, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Jonathan R. Fordham
Judge of the Probaate Court
November 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

C25-130
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF BLECK-
LEY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF DENNIS MARION
ELLIS, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 2025P73
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-
TRATION NOTICE

TO: whom it may concern:
CHRISTOPHER DENNIS ELLIS. has
petitioned to be appointed administrator
of the estate of DENNIS MARION ELLIS
deceased, of said county. (The Petitioner
has also applied for waiver of bond, waiver
of reports, waiver of statements, and/or
grant of certain powers contained in OCGA
section 53-12-261.) All interested persons
are hereby notified to show cause why
said petition should not be granted. All
objections to the petition must be in writ-
ing, setting forth the grounds of any such
objections, and must be filed with the Court
on or before December 15, 2025.

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.

Jonathan R Fordham

Judge of the Probate Court

November 13, 20, 27, December 4, 2025

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF RIGHT
OF REDEMPTION
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF BLECKLEY

To:

All persons known or unknown who may
claim an interest in property known as 0
Tiffany Drive Lot 12;
Resident/Tenant/Occupant;

Christopher Barrett;

Bleckley County, Georgia;

State of Georgia.

Take notice that: Pursuantto O.C.G.A. §48-
4-45 and §48-4-46, the right to redeem the
following described property, to wit:
Property Location: 0 Tiffany Drive Lot 12
Map Reference No./Parcel No.: B21 002
will expire and be forever foreclosed and
barred on December 15, 2025. The tax
deed to which this notice relates is dated
September 03, 2024 and is recorded in the
office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of
Bleckley County, Georgia, in Deed Book
484, Page 185.
The property may be redeemed at any time
before the close of business on the afore-
mentioned barment date, by payment of
the redemption price as fixed and provided
by law to Windlass Rest, LLC at the offices
of Jett Law Group, LLC at 2987 Clairmont
Road, Suite 350, Atlanta, GA 30329.
November 13, 20, 27, December 4, 2025

C25-125

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF RIGHT
OF REDEMPTION

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF BLECKLEY

To:

All persons known or unknown who may
claim an interest in property known as 0
Tiffany Drive Lot 21;
Resident/Tenant/Occupant;

Unknown Heirs of Andy Francois a/k/a
Andral Francois;

Andriha Francois;

Cancy Francois;

Esselyn Francois;

Nodine Francois;

Sherloune S. Francis;

Bleckley County, Georgia;

State of Georgia.

Take notice that: Pursuantto O.C.G.A. §48-
4-45 and §48-4-46, the right to redeem the
following described property, to wit:
Property Location: 0 Tiffany Drive Lot 21
Map Reference No./Parcel No.: B21 011
will expire and be forever foreclosed and
barred on December 15, 2025. The tax
deed to which this notice relates is dated
September 03, 2024 and is recorded in the
office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of
Bleckley County, Georgia, in Deed Book
484, Page 182.

The property may be redeemed at any time
before the close of business on the afore

mentioned barment date, by payment of
the redemption price as fixed and provided
by law to Windlass Rest, LLC at the offices
of Jett Law Group, LLC at 2987 Clairmont
Road, Suite 350, Atlanta, GA 30329.

November 13, 20, 27, December 4, 2025

C25-120
IN THE PROBATE COURT COUNTY OF
BLECKLEY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF TONY WAYNE
SMITH, DECEASED
ESTATE NO.2025P71
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION
NOTICE
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
Judy C. Grantham has petitioned to be ap-
pointed Administrator of the Estate of TONY
WAYNE SMITH, deceased, of Bleckley
County. (The Petitioner has also applied
for waiver of bond, waiver of reports, and/
or grant of certain powers contained in
0.C.G.A. Section 53-12-261.) All interested
parties are hereby notified to show cause
why said Petition should not be granted. All
objections to the Petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds of any such objec-
tions, and must be filed with the Court on
or before December 8, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Jonathan R. Fordham
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Clerk of the Probate Court
Bleckley County Probate Court
112 North Second Street
Cochran, GA 31014
478-934-3200 Ext. 4
November 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

C25-122
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF BLECK-
LEY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF TERRY JOE WIL-

LIAMS, DECEASED

ESTATE NO 2025P72
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE

TO: ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS
and to whom it may concern:
JESSICADIANNE LANDER has petitioned
to be appointed administrator of the estate
of TERRY JOE WILLIAMS deceased, of
said county. (The petitioner has also ap-
plied for waiver of bond, waiver of reports,
waiver of statements, and/or grant of cer-
tain powers contained in OCGA section 53-
12-261.) All interested persons are hereby
notified to show cause why said petition

should not be granted. All objections to
the petition must be in writing, setting forth
the grounds of any such objections, and
must be filed with the Court on or before
December 8, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Jonathan R Fordham
Judge of the Probate Court
112 N Second St
Cochran, GA 31014
478-934-3200 Opt 4

November 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

C25-129
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF BLECK-
LEY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF MANDY NESMITH

SCOTT, DECEASED

ESTATE NO. 2025P74
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-

TRATION NOTICE

TO: whom it may concern:
JOHN MICHAEL SCOTT, JR. has peti-
tioned to be appointed administrator of
the estate of MANDY NESMITH SCOTT
deceased, of said county. (The Petitioner
has also applied for waiver of bond, waiver
of reports, waiver of statements, and/or
grant of certain powers contained in OCGA
section 53-12-261.) All interested persons
are hereby notified to show cause why
said petition should not be granted. All
objections to the petition must be in writ-
ing, setting forth the grounds of any such
objections, and must be filed with the Court
on or before December 15, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Jonathan R Fordham
Judge of the Probate Court
November 13, 20, 27, December 4, 2025

T25-071
STATE OF GEORGIA
TWIGGS COUNTY
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

C25-118
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS

RE: ESTATE OF SHIRLEY HORTON
MAYNE, DECEASED
All creditors of the Estate of Shirley Horton
Mayne, deceased, late of Bleckley County,
Georgia, are hereby notified to render in
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law; and all persons indebted to said
estate are required to make immediate
payment to Administrator.
This 23rd day of October, 2025.
Johnny J. Mayne, Administrator
220 Mullis White Road
Chester, GA 31012

October 30, November 6, 13, 20, 2025

ONLINE

AUCTION

Flucker Maddox Rd @

Minter Blue Springs Rd
Lot 1-17.68 ac
Lot 2-14.71 Ac
Lot 3-8.42ac

100.9% ACRES IN 7 PARCELS
In Laurens County

Recreation & Hunting, Homesites, Regenerative Pine on Lots 1, 2 &
3, Recorded Survey on Each Lot

Clayhill Rd
Lot 6 -1.99 ac
Lot 7-198 ac

Lot 4 - 27.74 ac
Lot 5-28.27 ac

Call Sale Manager Greg Williamson
in Vidalia @ 912-293-3429

INVITATION TO SEALED BID
DEMOLITION AND CLEANUP

145 MLK JR DRIVE CITY OF COCHRAN, GEORGIA

The City of Cochran is accepting sealed bids to demolish a dilapidated mobile
home structure at 145 MLK JR Drive here in Cochran. The scope of work will
include calling 811 to have all utilities properly located, demolishing the mobile
home, grading the foundation where the mobile home is being demolished, and
hauling all debris from the site to a permitted landfill. You may notify Willie
Farrow with any questions or if you need assistance viewing the property prior to
sealed bid submission during normal business hours Monday through Friday. Bids
will be accepted until 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 25, 2025, at the City Hall
address, at which time bids will be opened and read aloud. All bids must be sealed
and labeled “sealed bid” on the outside of the envelope. Sealed bids must be
mailed or submitted to City Hall at 112 West Dykes Street, Cochran, Georgia
31014. E-mailed or Faxed bids will not be recognized. The City of Cochran
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids and to waive technicalities.

ONLINE BIDDING
OPENS: Wed, December 3@ @ 9:00 A.M.
BEGINS CLOSING: Thurs, December 4™ @ 1:00 P.M.

See Website for Complete Terms of the Auction

800-841-9400

HudsonMarshall.com

ONLINE
AUCTION

258Acres in Laurens County
Offered Individually or Combinations

Planted Pines, Recreation/Timber Property and Creeks
Frontage on Hall Road and St. Mark Road

e Lot1-70 Acres with 58 Acres Planted Loblolly

e Lot 2-70 Acres with 52 Acres Planted Loblolly
* Lot 3-74 Acres with 54 Acres Planted Loblolly
e Lot 4 - 44 Acres with 30 Acres Planted Loblolly

GAL 274

ONLINE BIDDING

OPENS: Mon., November 24t @ 9:00 A.M.
BEGINS CLOSING: Tues, Nov 25" @ 1:00 P.

See Website for Complete Terms of the Auction

M.

GAL 274

ROOFS
/\wmnows
AND DOORS
PROGRAM
CITY OF COCHRAN

Roof, Windows and Doors Invitation to Bid

Date: November 10, 2025

RE: Bid Package for City of Cochran
Contact for Questions: The goal is to have all questions asked and answered at the contractor walk
through; however, if questions arise after the pre-bid meeting, contractors should ask the question via

email to the following so that we can respond to the question via email to all contractors.

*  Willie Farrow, Public Works Director, City of Cochran, 478-230-6840

139 S Third Street

130 S Fifth Street

102 Ruby Circle

168 Jessup Street

108 Rose Street

191 Peach Street

117 W Railroad Avenue
174 SW Railroad Avenue
109 Locomotive Drive
169 Dinah Street

298 N Second Street
124 Johnson Street

118 Johnson Street

128 MLK JR Drive

139 Ash Street Lot 32

envelope to the following:

* Lisa Eiscle, Administrative Assistant, City of Cochran, 478-230-6453
leisele@cityofcochran.com

Instructions on How to Access Property:

List of properties that will have work to be bid on:

The Date, Time, and Bid Submittal Instructions are as follows:
Bid Deadline: Tuesday, November 25, 2025 at 2:00 pm
Submittal Instructions: Email as a PDF document, mail or hand-deliver the bid document in a sealed

City of Cochran - RWD Bid Documents
Attn: Richard Newbern, City Manager

112 West Dykes Street
Cochran, GA 31014

rnewbern(@cityofcochran.com

Multiple bids may be included in one envelope however each property should be bid separately
on individual pages. Bids will be opened and recorded at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 25,
2025. Please feel free to attend the bid opening in person. A bid sheet will be emailed to
responding contractors within 48 hours of the bid opening.

Interested contractors must attend a walk-through of the
property. Contractors should meet Mr. Farrow at 139 S Third Street at 10:00 AM on Tuesday,
November 18, 2025 to begin the walk-through tour.
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Lawmakers consider paring tax credits, exemptions to offset tax cuts

By TY TAGAMI

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — A state leg-
islative committee is eye-
ing cutbacks in $30 billion
worth of tax credits and tax
exemptions to offset the
potential elimination of an
income tax that generates
$16 billion for state govern-
ment.

“It is not a question of if
we go to zero, it’s when and
how we take our income tax
to zero,” said Sen. Blake Til-
lery, R-Vidalia, leader of the

Special Committee on Elim-
inating Georgia’s Income
Tax. “It’s an issue of com-
petitiveness.”

Senators heard Monday
from three invited speakers
who advocated for eliminat-
ing the 5.19% income tax.

Patrice Onwuka, director
of the Independent Wom-
en’s Center for Economic
Opportunity, said half of
the state’s residents live
paycheck to paycheck and
could use a tax break.

Arthur Laffer described

consequences for popu-
lation, productivity and
tax revenue in states that
adopted an income tax,
and he pointed to gains in
states that eliminated their
income tax, including his
home state of Tennessee.

He said it’s “really cool”
not having to file an income
tax return and that it is a
form of taxation that under-
mines economies.

“The income tax is the
single biggest major tax
killer of growth,” said Laf-

fer, a retired professor who
advised President Ronald
Reagan on economic policy
and is associated with “sup-
ply-side” economics theory.
Sen. Nan Orrock, D-At-
lanta, noted that Georgia
already has a thriving econ-
omy and that many of the
states that eliminated their
income tax subsequently
raised their sales tax rate.
Economists have long
held that a sales tax is more
painful for low-income peo-
ple than an income tax, and
Orrock said retirees would

be among those dispropor-
tionately affected.

But Tillery, who chairs
the Senate Appropriations
Committee and is running
for lieutenant governor, had
delivered to the other sen-
ators more than 200 pages
of documents detailing $30
billion in tax credits and tax
exemptions in Georgia law.
He said those could be elim-
inated to make up revenue
lost by eliminating the in-
come tax, instead of raising
the sales tax rate.

The final speaker, Kyle

Wingfield, president and
CEO of the fiscally conser-
vative Georgia Public Poli-
cy Foundation, offered two
policy approaches to ac-
company income tax cuts.

First, Georgia could
place some of its billions in
reserves into an emergency
fund to hedge against un-
expected budget shortfalls.
Second, lawmakers could
set “revenue triggers” that
would only allow income
tax cuts if overall tax reve-
nue grew.

RE: LENA K. FOSKEY ESTATE
All debtors and creditors of the Estate of
Lena K. Foskey, deceased, late of Dry
Branch, Twiggs County, Georgia, are here-
by notified to render in their demands and
payments to the Personal Representative
of the estate, according to law, and all per-
sons indebted to said estate are required to
make immediate payment to the Personal
Representative.
Personal Representative:
Jeff Foskey
743 GAHWY 22E
Gray, GA 31032

November 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

T25-076
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS
COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF ERNEST GENE
JOHNSON, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. P-25-068
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION
NOTICE
TO: WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Heather Brantley has petitioned to ap-
pointed administrator of the estate of
Ernest Gene Johnson, deceased, of said
county. (The petitioner has also applied to
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of
statements, and/or grant of certain powers
contained in OCGA section 53-12-261.) All
interested persons are hereby notified to
show cause, why said petition should not be
granted. All objections to the petition must
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of
any such objections, and must be filed with
the Court on or before December 8, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Honorable Gary Nobles Jr.
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Diane H. Robinson
Clerk of the Probate Court
Twiggs County Probate Court
425 Railroad St. N. PO Box 186
Jeffersonville, GA 31044
478-845-3390
November 13, 20, 27, December 4, 2025

T25-074

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS

COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: MARGRET ANN COLEY MIMBS
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. P-25-066
NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR
YEAR’S SUPPORT

The petition of DENNIS WAYNE MIMBS,
for a Year’s Support from the estate of
MARGRET ANN COLEY MIMBS, de-
ceased, for decedent’s Surviving Spouse,
having been duly filed, all interested per-
sons are hereby notified to show cause, if
any they have, on or before DECEMBER
8, 2025, why said petition should not be
granted.
All objections to the petition must be in
writing, setting forth the grounds of any
such objections, and must be filed on or
before the time stated in the preceding
sentence. All objections should be sworn to
before a notary public or before a probate
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Gary Nobles. Jr.
Judge of the Probate Court

By: Diane H. Robinson
Clerk of the Probate Court
425 Railroad Street North P. O. Box 186
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044
478-945-3390

November 13, 20, 27, December 4, 2025

T25-077
Georgia Department of Transportation
To Hold
A Public Information Open House For
P. I. No. 322460- Houston and Twiggs
Counties
Project Number STP00-0155-01(022)
On Tuesday, December 02, 2025 at
Unity Baptist Church located at 479 GA
Hwy 96, Bonaire, GA 31005, the Georgia
Department of Transportation will hold a
Public Information Open House concerning
the project listed above.

This project proposes to widen SR
96 from two lanes to four lanes from just
east of Thompson Mill Road in Houston
County to just west of SR 87/US 23/US
129 Alt in Twiggs County, for a total length
of approximately 6.97 miles. Improvements
to the SR 96/Waterford Drive intersection
would require a detour of approximately
two miles, lasting approximately two weeks
during construction.

The purpose of this Public Information
Open House is to provide the public with
an opportunity to review the project and ask
questions.

The Open House will be held from
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. It will be informal,
and the public is invited to attend anytime
during these hours. There will be no formal
presentation. Project team members will be
available to answer questions in person,
and a court reporter will be present to pro-
vide the option to submit verbal questions
for response after the meeting.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Information:

The meeting site is accessible to per-
sons with disabilities. Accommodations
for people with disabilities can be arranged
with advance notice by contacting the dis-
trict planning and programming liaison Har-
land Smith at 706-646-7566 or hasmith@
dot.ga.gov.

Written questions concerning this project
will be accepted until Friday, December 19,
2025. Written questions may be submitted
to:

Ms. Amber Phillips
State Environmental Administrator
Georgia Department of Transportation
600 West Peachtree Street, NW--16th
Floor
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
November 20, 27, 2025

T25-073
Notice to Debtors and Creditors
Georgia, Jones County
IN RE: Estate of Jerry Lee Roth
All creditors of the Estate of Jerry Lee Roth
deceased, late of Twiggs County, are here-
by notified to render in their demands to
the undersigned according to law, AND all
person indebted to said Estate are required
to make immediate payment to me.
This 30th day of October, 2025.
Melba Roth
Administrator of the Jerry Lee Roth
c/o Bert King
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 1707
Gray, GA 31032
478-986-6000
www.BertKing.com

November 13,20, 27, December 4, 2025

T25-072
.STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF
TWIGGS NOTICE OF SALE UNDER
POWER Pursuant to the power of sale
contained in the Security Deed executed
by DANYELLE NEWTON AND BARBARA
SIMETON to WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A. in the original principal amount of
$108,000.00 dated March 9, 2007, and
recorded in Deed Book 7Z, Page 429,
Twiggs County records, said Security Deed
being last transferred to U.S. BANK TRUST
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS
OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCF 2 ACQUISI-
TION TRUST in Deed Book 11D, Page 198,
Twiggs County records, the undersigned
will sell at public outcry to the highest bid-
der for cash, before the Courthouse door
in said County, or at such other place as
lawfully designated, within the legal hours
of sale, on 12/2/2025, the property in said
Security Deed and described as follows:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND
LYING AND BEING IN THE CITY OF
JEFFERSONVILLE AND THE 26TH LAND
DISTRICT AND THE 325TH G. M. D. OF
TWIGGS COUNTY, GEORGIA, WHICH
IS MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED
AND DELINEATED AS LOT 1, D’MARIUS
COURT SUBDIVISION ACCORDING TO
A PLAT OF SURVEY PREPARED FOR
D. JOHNSON ENTERPRISES, INC. BY
T. JERRY PEACOCK, GEORGIA REG-
ISTERED LAND SURVEYOR NO. 2132,
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 10, PAGE
670, CLERK’S OFFICE, TWIGGS SU-
PERIOR COURT; SAID PLAT AND THE
RECORDED COPY THEREOF BEING
INCORPORATED HEREIN BY REFER-
ENCE AS APART OF THIS DESCRIPTION
AND REFERENCE THERETO IS HEREBY
MADE FOR A METES AND BOUNDS
DESCRIPTION OF SAID PROPERTY.
PARCEL ID; JV08C 146 Said property
being known as: 257 RAILROAD EAST ST,
JEFFERSONVILLE, GA 31044 To the best
of the undersigned’s knowledge, the party
or parties in possession of said property is/
are DANYELLE NEWTON AND BARBARA
SIMETON or tenant(s). The debt secured
by said Security Deed has been and is
hereby declared due and payable because
of, among other possible events of default,
failure to pay the indebtedness as provided
for in the Note and said Security Deed.
The debt remaining in default, this sale
will be made for the purpose of paying the
same and all expenses of sale, including
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to collect
attorney’s fees having been given). Said
property will be sold subject to the follow-
ing: (1) any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, whether
or not yet due and payable); (2) the right
of redemption of any taxing authority; (3)
any matters which might be disclosed by
an accurate survey and 25-319354 - AnB
inspection of the property; and (4) any
assessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and
matters of record superior to the Security
Deed first set out above. Said sale will
be conducted subject to the following: (1)
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2)
final confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the Security
Deed. The name, address, and telephone
number of the individual or entity who
has full authority to negotiate, amend,
and modify all terms of the mortgage
is as follows: Selene Finance LP 3501
Olympus Boulevard, 5th Floor, Suite 500
Dallas, TX 75019 877-768-3759 Note that
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2, the
above individual or entity is not required
by law to negotiate, amend, or modify the
terms of the mortgage. THIS LAW FIRM
IS ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECTADEBT.ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE. U.S. BANK TRUST
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS
OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCF 2 ACQUI-
SITION TRUST, as Attorney-in-Fact for
DANYELLE NEWTON AND BARBARA
SIMETON Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid,
Crane & Partners, PLLC 13010 Morris Rd.,
Suite 450 Alpharetta, GA 30004 Phone:
470-321-7112 Firm File No. 25-319354 -
AnB 25-319354 - AnB

November 6, 13 20, 27, 2025

T25-069
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
TWIGGS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
ABRAM JONES,
Plaintiff
vs.
KOURTNEY CARSWELL
Defendant
CIVIL ACTION NO. 2025-V-133
TO: KOURTNEY CARSWELL
By Order of the Court for service by publi-
cation dated the 17th day of October, 2025,
you are hereby notified that on the 17th day
of October, 2025 Abram Jones filed suit
against you for divorce. You are required
to file with the Clerk of the Superior Court.
Witness, the Honorable Sarah Holder,
Judge, of Twiggs County Superior Court.
This 17th day of October, 2025.

November 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

T25-070
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
TWIGGS COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: Name Change of the Child Baby
Boy Ballard, Minor Child
Case No. 2025-V-130
NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE
NAME
GEORGIA, TWIGGS COUNTY
NOTICE is hereby given that Petitioner
Natasha Ballard filed this Petition to the
Superior Court of Twiggs County, Georgia
on this 10th day of October, 2025,. praying
for a change in the name of minor children
from Baby Boy Ballard to Bryson LaChris-
tian Williams.
NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to law to
any interested or affected party to appear
in said Court and to file objections to such
name change. Objections must be filed with
said Court within thirty days of the filing of
said Petition.
This 10th day of October, 2025.
Tara V. Mclntosh
Attorney for Petitioner
GA Bar No. 122593
November 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

T25-066
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TWIGGS

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

Because of a default under the terms of
the Security Deed executed by William E.
Williams, Jr. and Caroline B. Williams to
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc. as nominee for Rocket Mortgage, LLC,
FKA Quicken Loans, LLC dated August
11, 2022, and recorded in Deed Book 102,
Page 105, Twiggs County Records, said
Security Deed having been last sold, as-
signed, transferred and conveyed to Rocket
Mortgage, LLC, FKA Quicken Loans, LLC,
securing a Note in the original principal
amount of $154,660.00, the holder thereof
pursuant to said Deed and Note thereby
secured has declared the entire amount of
said indebtedness due and payable and,
pursuant to the power of sale contained
in said Deed, will on the first Tuesday,
January 6, 2026, during the legal hours of
sale, before the Courthouse door in said
County, sell at public outcry to the highest
bidder for cash, the property described in
said Deed, to-wit:

All that certain parcel of land situate in
the 23rd Land District in the County of
Twiggs, State of Georgia, being known
and designated as shown by a plat of
survey made by Jack C. Brantley, Sur-
veyor, recorded in Plat Book 2, page 160,
Twiggs County Records, bounded now
or formerly as follows: northeast 208.71
feet by Fowler Road; southeast 417.42
feet by lands of Ernest Nicholson;
southwest 208.71 feet by lands of Gary
Nobles; and northwest 417.42 feet by
lands of Gary Noble. The property herein
conveyed is the same as that described
in Warranty Deed from Cecil C. Slaugh-
ter and Betty Willis Slaughter to Jubie
R. Sanders and Eunice L Sanders as
Joint tenants with Right of Survivorship
dated February 22, 1973, recorded in
Deed Book W, page 559, Twiggs County
Records, the said Eunice L. Sanders
having died December 11, 1995.

Said property is conveyed subject to
all easements for utility purposes and
all covenants and restrictions of record.

Said property is known as 758 Fowler Rd,
Danville, GA 31017, together with all fix-
tures and personal property attached to and
constituting a part of said property, if any.

Said property will be sold subject to any
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including
taxes which are a lien, whether or not now
due and payable), the right of redemption
of any taxing authority, any matters which
might be disclosed by an accurate survey
and inspection of the property, any as-
sessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and
matters of record superior to the Security
Deed first set out above.

The proceeds of said sale will be applied
to the payment of said indebtedness and
all expenses of said sale as provided in
said Deed, and the balance, if any, will be
distributed as provided by law.

The sale will be conducted subject (1) to
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to
final confirmation and audit of the status of
the loan with the secured creditor.

The property is or may be in the possession
of William E. Williams, Jr. and Caroline
B. Williams, successor in interest or
tenant(s).

Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken
Loans, LLC as Attorney-in-Fact for
William E. Williams, Jr. and Caroline
B. Williams

File no. 23-081129

LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
211 Perimeter Center Parkway, N.E.,
Suite 130
Atlanta, GA 30346
(770) 220-2535
https://www.logs.com/
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR. ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
October 30, November 6, 13, 20, 27,
December 4, 11, 18, 25, January 1, 2025

T25-075

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS

COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: BILLY RAY FLOYD DECEASED
ESTATE NO. P-25-067
NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR
YEAR’S SUPPORT

The petition of JESSIE S FLOYD, for a
Year’s Support from the estate of BILLY
RAY FLOYD, deceased, for decedent’s
Surviving Spouse, having been duly filed,
all interested persons are hereby notified to
show cause, if any they have, on or before
DECEMBER 8, 2025, why said petition
should not be granted.
All objections to the petition must be in
writing, setting forth the grounds of any
such objections, and must be filed on or
before the time stated in the preceding
sentence. All objections should be sworn to
before a notary public or before a probate
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Gary Nobles. Jr.
Judge of the Probate Court

By: Diane H. Robinson
Clerk of the Probate Court
425 Railroad Street North P. O. Box 186
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044
478-945-3390

November 13, 20, 27, December 4, 2025

T25-079
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TWIGGS
COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF EDWIN R. ROBIN-
SNON SR, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. P-25-069

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-
TRATION NOTICE

TO: TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

Faith Nicole Lucas and Melissa Clark
Robinson have petitioned to be appointed
administrators of the estate of Edwin R.
Robinson, Sr., deceased of said county.
( The petitioner has also applied for waiv-
er of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of
statements, and/or grant of certain powers
contained in O.C.G.A. 53-12-261.) All
interested persons are hereby notified to
show cause why said petition should not be
granted. All objections to the petition must
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of
any such objections, and must be filed with
the Court on or before December 15, 2025.

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Honorable Gary Nobles. Jr
Judge of Probate Court
By: Diane H. Robinson
Clerk of the Probate Court
Twiggs County Probate Court
425 Railroad St. N P.O Box 186
Jeffersonville, Georgia 31044
Address
478-945-3390
Telephone Number

November 20, 27, December 4, 11, 2025

T25-068
Notice to Debtors and Creditors

All creditors of the Estate of Leroy
Casteen, late of Twiggs County, Georgia,
deceased, are hereby notified to render in
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law; and all persons indebted so said
estate are required to make immediate
payment.
This 14th day of October, 2025.
Jennifer N. Moore, Attorney for
Administrator of the Estate of Leroy
Casteen
P.O. Box 5085
Macon, GA 31208

October 30, November 6, 13, 20, 2025

T25-078
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
TWIGGS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
TODD S. ANDERSON, Plaintiff
\"
SANDRA F. ANDERSON, Defendant
Civil Action File no. 2025-V-075
NOTICE OF SUMMONS--SERVICE BY
PUBLICATION
TO: Sandra F. Anderson, Defendant Named
Above:
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action seeking Dissolution/Divorce
was filed against you in said Court on June
18, 2025, and that by reason of an order for
service of summons by publication entered
by the court on October 7, 2025 you are
hereby commanded and required to file
with the clerk of said court and serve upon
Todd S. Anderson, Plaintiff, whose address
is 2476 Vineville Ave, Macon, GA 31204 an
answer to the complaint within sixty (60)
days of the date of the order of service by
publication. If you fail to do so, judgment
by default will be taken against you for the
relief demanded in the complaint.

Witness the Honorable Jon F. Helton,
Judge of said Court
This the 13th day of November, 2025.
/Is/ Karen F. Burke
Clerk of Superior Court
Twiggs County
November 20, 27, December 4, 11, 2025

W25-097
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF WILKIN-
SON COUNTY STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF
Lydia Onita Williams, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 297
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-
TRATION NOTICE
TO: Charlie David Rickerson and to whom
it may concern:
Charlie David Rickerson has petitioned
for Charlie David Rickerson to be ap-
pointed administrator(s) of the estate of
Lydia Onita Williams deceased, of said
county. (The petitioner has also applied for
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of
statements, and/or grant of certain powers
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All
interested persons are hereby notified to
show cause why said petition should not be
granted. All objections to the petition must
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of
any such objections, and must be filed with
the Court on or before December 8, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Bradasia A. Mims
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Brittany Jones
Clerk of the Probate Court
Wilkinson County Probate Court
100 Bacon St
Irwinton, GA 31042
478-946-2222

November 13, 20, 27, December 4, 2025

W25-095

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
WILKINSON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

By virtue of Power of Sale contained in
the Deed to Secure Debt from Tommy Lee
Smith, Jr., dated March 24, 2020, recorded
March 25, 2020, in Deed Book 390, Pages
943-946; as amended in Dee Book 396,
Pages 838-843; as further amended in
Deed Book 403, Pages 520-525; as further
amended in Deed Book 409, Pages 655-
662; as further amended in Deed Book
416, Pages 477-481; as may be amended
of record, Wilkinson County, Georgia
Land Records. Said Deed to Secure Debt
being given to secure a Note dated March
25, 2020, totaling the original principal
amount of Five Thousand Nine Hundred
Fifteen and 00/100 ($5,915.00) Dollars,
with interest from date as stated therein,
there will be sold by the undersigned at
public outcry to the highest bidder for cash
before the Courthouse door at Wilkinson
County, Georgia, within the legal hours
of sale on the first Tuesday in December,
being December 2, 2025, the following
described property:

All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in the Town of Toomsboro,
Wilkinson County, Georgia, containing
0.375 acres, more or less, and more
particularly described as follows: Be-
ginning at a made corner on the right
of way of Church Street and running
along and parallel with said road in a
westerly direction a distance of 100 feet
to a made corner; thence in a southerly
direction a distance of 147 feet to the
property line of Frank Smith; thence in
an easterly direction along and parallel
with the property line of Frank Smith a
distance of 100 feet to a made corner;
thence in a northerly direction back to
the point of beginning. Said lot bound-
ed now or formerly, as follows: north
by Church Street; west by property of
Walter Kelsey; south by property of
Frank Miller; east by lands of Emory H.
Montgomery.

The debt secured by said Deed to Secure
Debt has been and is hereby declared due
because of, among other possible events
of default, non-payment of the monthly
installments on said loan. The debt re-
maining in default, this sale will be made
for the purpose of paying the same and all
expenses of this sale, including attorney’s
fees. Said property will be sold subject to
any outstanding ad valorem taxes, special
assessments, unpaid utility bills constituting
liens against the property, and all security
deeds, liens and encumbrances existing
when the above-described security deed
was filed for record. To the best of the
undersigned’s knowledge, information,
and belief, the party in possession of the
property is Tommy Lee Smith, Jr. or a
tenant or tenants. Pursuant to O.C.G.A.
§44-14-162.2, the entity who shall have full
authority to negotiate, amend, and modify
all terms of your mortgage is Wilkinson
County Bank, whose legal representative
is located at 241 E. Hancock Street, Milled-
geville, GA 31061 and having a telephone
number of (478) 451-3065.

Wilkinson County Bank, acting under and
by virtue of the powers contained in said
Deed to Secure Debt as Attorney-in-Fact
for Tommy Lee Smith, Jr.

By: J. Lance Stribling
Stribling and Crockett Law
241 E. Hancock Street
Milledgeville, Georgia 31061

Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act, the purpose of this corre-
spondence is to collect a debt. Any and
all information obtained as a result of
this communication will be used solely
for that purpose.

November 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

W25-099

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF WILKIN-

SON COUNTY STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF
Kenneth Wayne Davis, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 297
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINIS-
TRATION NOTICE

TO: Kensli Burgamy and to whom it may
concern:

Kensli Burgamy has petitioned for Kensli
Burgamy to be appointed administrator(s)
of the estate of Kenneth Wayne Davis de-
ceased, of said county. (The petitioner has
also applied for waiver of bond, waiver of
reports, waiver of statements, and/or grant
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. §
53-12-261.) All interested persons are here-
by notified to show cause why said petition
should not be granted. All objections to
the petition must be in writing, setting forth
the grounds of any such objections, and
must be filed with the Court on or before
December 8, 2025.

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.

Bradasia A. Mims
Judge of the Probate Court

By: Brittany Jones
Clerk of the Probate Court
Wilkinson County Probate Court

100 Bacon St

Irwinton, GA 31042
478-946-2222

November 13, 20, 27, December 4, 2025

W25-100
Georgia Department of Transportation
Request for Feedback
For P.I. No. 0017317
Wilkinson County

The Georgia Department of Transpor-
tation (GDOT) is requesting review and
feedback on the proposed project. We ap-
preciate your participation in this process.

This project proposes to replace the
existing SR 18 bridge (Structure ID 319-
0004-0) over the Norfolk Southern Railroad
and Westbrook Road with new structure on
the existing alignment. The replacement
bridge would consist of two 12-food-wide
travel lanes (one in each direction) with
5-foot-wide rural shoulders along both
sides. An off-site detour would be utilized
for a maximum of 18 months during the
24-month construction period and would
require a net increase of 1.8 miles for
motorists to travel around the project site.

GDOT has placed information about the
proposed project at https://www.dot.ga.gov/
GDOT/Pages/PublicOutreach.aspx. The
information on the website is provided in
place on an in-person meeting allowing
the public to review the proposed project,
provide feedback, or write in with questions.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
information:

To request materials in accessible for-
mats for people with disabilities contact the
district planning and programming liaison
Ellen Wright, at EWright@dot.ga.gov or
478-553-3407.

Comments will be accepted concerning
this project until Wednesday, December 17,
2025. Written statements may be submitted
to:

Amber Phillips
State Environmental Administrator
Georgia Department of Transportation
600 West Peachtree Street, NW--16th
Floor
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
November 20, December 4, 2025

W25-096
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-
ORS
STATE OF GEORGIA,
COUNTY OF WILKINSON
All creditors of the estate of Kenneth Wayne
Davis, deceased, as of late September
18, 2025, Wilkinson County, Georgia, are
hereby notified to render in their demands
to the undersigned, according to law, and
all persons indebted to said Estate are
required to make immediate payment to
the undersigned:
Wilkinson County Probate Court Clerk,
100 Bacon Street Irwinton, Georgia 31042
This is the 3 day of November
Donald Lewis Roberts, Attorney
November 13, 20, 27, December 4, 2025
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